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The  Fifth  Annual  Meetini]^  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  was  held  on  I'hiirsday,  the 
7(h  of  March,  182*2,  at  Dr.  Laurie's  church,  in 
the  City  of  Washington. 

PRESENT. 

The  HON.  BUSHROD  WASHINGTON,  President 
in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting"  were 

o 

read  and  confirmed. 

Tho  Annual  Report  prepared  by  the  Managers- 
was  read  by  the  Secretary  ;  and,  on  motion  of  the 
Hon.  Hu2:h  Nelson, 

Resolved  Unanimously, 
That  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  be 
received  and  adopted;  and   that   it   be  published 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 

On  the  motion  of  Eiias  B.  Caldwell,  Esq. 

Resolved^ 
That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
Lieut.  Sto(  kton,  Conmiander,  and  the  DflTicers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States'  schooner  Alligator,  for 
their  zeal  and  a(  tivity  m  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  and  for  the  very  essential  aid  render- 
ed to  the  Soci(!ty,  on  the  roast  of  Africa. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  VViNiam  D.  Wdliamson. 

Resolved^ 
That  the  Society  contemplate,  with  the  highest 
gratification,  the  benevolent  exertions  of  our  uava! 


Ollicers  and  men  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  laws  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade,  and  for  their  uniforoi 
kindness  to  the  Agents  of  the  Society,  and  aid  in 
its  measures. 

On  tlie  motion  of  Francis  S,  Key,  Esq. 
Resolved, 

That  the  Society  entertam  a  high  respect  for 
ihe  memory  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Andrus,  Agent 
of  this  Society,  and  of  Jonathan  B.  Winn,  United 
States'  Agent,  who  departed  this  life  during  the 
past  year,  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  their 
friends  on  this  pubhc  loss:  and 

On  the  motion  of  Major  Johnson,  it  was 
Resolved  Unanimously, 

That  the  Officers  of  the  Society  appointed  at 
the  last  Annual  Meeting  be  continued  during  the 
ensuing  year. 


OFFICERS. 


The  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Presideni- 
Vice  Presidents. 
Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Hon.  Wni.  Philips,  of  Massachusetts. 
Hon.  Henry  Rutgers,  of  New- York, 
Hon.  John  E.  Howard,  of  Maryland. 
Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland, 
fsaac  M'Kim,  Esq.  of  Maryland, 
John  Taylor,  Esq.  of  Caroline,  Virginia. 
Gen.  John  Harlwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 
Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee, 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Pennsylvania, 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Gen.  John  Mason,  of  the  District  ofColunibia^ 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of  Ncw-JerMV, 
William  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq.  of  V^irginia 

Jllanagtrs. 

Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Rev.  William  Hiiwley, 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  Ruv.  Henry  Foxall, 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Balcli,         Wm.  Thornton,  Esq, 
Rev.  Obadiah  B.  Brown,    Thos.  Dougherty,  Esq. 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Wiliuer,  Col.  Henry  Ashton, 

Elias  B.  Caldwkll,  Esq.  Secrctari/. 
Jou.v  U.VDKKWooi),  Esq.  UecordiHg  Scc''v- 
Rh;haki>  SmitUj  J'^sq.  Jrea^ttrrr. 


REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Manajjers  of  the  American  Co- 
ionization  Society  arc  thankful  to  that  Providence 
which  orders  all  human  events,  and  on  which  they 
have  endeavoured  to  rely,  that  they  are  again  per- 
mitted, at  the  close  of  the  fifth  year  of  their  la- 
bours, to  address  their  friends  and  patrons  in  the 
lanii;uage  of  hope  and  encouragement. 

This  language  they  have  ever  considered  them- 
selves solemnly  bound  to  renounce  whenever  a  fair 
experiment  should  have  manifested  the  vanity  of 
their  pursuit.  When  this  great  plan  of  patriotism 
and  beneficence  was  first  presented  to  the  public, 
all  that  was  demanded  for  it  was  a  trial,  and  that 
trial  they  determined  to  conduct  faithfully  and  fair- 
ly ;  and  whatever  might  be  the  result,  to  avow  and 
obey  it. 

Had  it  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Almighty  to 
(Vown  upon  their  efforts,  and  to  throw  irremovable 
obstacles  in  the  path  of  their  pursuit,  they  were 
prepared  to  check  their  ardour  into  submission, 
and  to  leave  their  country  and  a  cause  that  so  aw- 
fully concerns  it,  to  the  judgnjents  or  the  mercies 
of  fiod,  still  trusting  that  some  other  way  of  deli- 
verance would  he  opened  before  us,  and  waiting 
in  the  patience  and  hope  of  faith,  for  its  manifesta 
lion. 


Nor  will  they  now  be  tempted  by  tlattcnng  ap- 
pearances, to  announce  a  final  issue  of  decisive 
success.  In  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  past 
year,  and  exhibiting  the  present  prospects  of  their 
scheme,  they  make  no  higher  pretensions  than  that 
of  having  conducted  thoir  enterprise  over  ditlicul- 
lies,  thought  by  some  to  be  insuperable,  to  au  emi- 
nence which  they  liad  never  before  attained,  en- 
titling it  to  higher  consideration,  and  demanding 
lor  it,  better  hopes  and  greater  elForts. 

A  few  days  after  the  last  annual  meeting,  the 
brig  Nautilus,  having  on  board  two  agents  appoint^ 
cd  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  re- 
side on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  two  agents  of  the 
Society,  the  Rev.  Joseph  K.  Andrus  and  Mr.  C. 
Wiltberger,  sailed  from  Norfolk  for  the  coast  of 
Africa.  The  same  vessel  likewise  carried  out  a 
iislect  company  of  black  people,  consisting  of  twen- 
ty-eight elTective  labourers,  and  a  number  of  chil- 
dren, to  recruit  the  party  sent  out  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  tiic  late  Rev.  Samuel  Bacon  the  preceding- 
year.  The  agents  were  instructed  to  proceed  to 
Sierra  Leone  and  there  debark  the  people,  undei 
(he  temporary  protection  of  the  authorities  of  that 
colony,  which,  from  the  amicable  disposition  they 
had  uniformly  evinced  in  relation  to  the  establish 
ment  contemplated  by  the  Society  on  that  coast,  it 
was  presumed  would  be  generously  afforded.  The 
temporary  establishment  of  our  , people  at  Sierra 
Leone  had,  at  that  time,  become  a  measure  of  ne- 
cessity:  the  managers  having  received,  shortly  be- 


fore  the  snilinjv  of  the  Nautihis,  an  assurance  that 
the  nej^otiatioiis  for  tlie  Hagroo  teiritory,  had  en- 
tirely failed,  and   thence  conchnded  that  the  cala- 
rbiiy  of  the  preceding  year  could  hardly  be  avert- 
ed, if  the  people  uere   to  be  again  exposed  in  a 
state  of  anxious  suspense,  without  proper  accom- 
modations and  superintendence,  through   the  ap- 
proaching rainy  season.     On  the  arrival   of  the 
Nautilus  at  Sierra  Leone,   on  the  9th  of  March, 
tlie  acting  governor  of  that  colony  readily  proffer- 
ed  to  the  Settlers,  the  protection  which  they  soli- 
cited.    An  arrangement  was  concluded  with  the 
proprietors  of  an  extensive  and  cultivated  planta- 
tion situated  on  Foura  Bay,  within  the  jurisdiction, 
and  in   the  immediate   vicinity  of  Freetown,    by 
which  they  became  possessed  of  every  accommo- 
dation which  their  health  and  comfort  required. 
HavinsT  secured  a  lease  of  this  estate  for  an  inde- 
finite  term,  the  agents  had  leisure  deliberately  to 
prosecute  their  inquiries  and  observations  to  diiFer- 
ent  parts  of  the  coast,  with  a  view  to  the  selection 
and  purchase  of  a  territory  the  most  advantageously 
situated  for  the  purposes  cf  the  settlement.     To 
this  object,  therefore,  their  attention  was  immedi 
ately  directed.     The  negotiations  which  had  been 
entered  ujion  the  preceding  year,    with  the  cliiefs 
of  the  Sherbro  country,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  which 
a  considerable  amount  of  merchandise   had   been 
distributed  among  them  in  the  form  of  presents, 
naturally  induced   the  agents,   confo-  •  -^ly    \vith 
their  ificfrnrtionp,  carefully  to  investigate  the  ad- 
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rantagcs  ollered  by  the  acquisition  of  the  terntory 
situated  on  the  Bagroo,  in  a  comparison  with  other 
situations  on  the  coast.  Their  inquiries  resulted 
in  a  full  conviction  of  the  expediency  of  relinquish- 
ing the  pursuit  of  a  settlement  in  tliis  quarter; 
and  for  reasons  ^vhich,  to  the  managers,  appear 
entirely  to  justify  the  decision. 

The  mortality  with  which  our  people  were  visi- 
ted at  Campelar,  in  the  spring  of  1820,  was  not 
indeed,  regarded  as  a  proof  of  the  general  insalu- 
brity of  the  Bagroo  country;  but  better  informa- 
tion than  could  have  been  obtained  before,  justified 
ihe  impression,  that  even  if  the  difficulties  of  re- 
conciling all  the  chiefs  to  a  cession  of  a  territory, 
could  be  removed,  other  situations  upon  the  coast 
presented  more  favorable  prospects. 

But  there  was  another  consideration  to  influence 
the  aoents  in  tliis  abandonment  of  the  neofotiations 
at  Sherbro.  The  proximity  of  the  rapidly  extend- 
ing settlements  of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  al- 
though possibly  productive  of  some  advantages  to 
our  establishment  on  the  Bagroo,  during  its  infan- 
cy,, could  hardly  fail  in  their  future  progress,  to  be 
productive  to  both  communities,  of  the  complicated 
evils  liable  to  result  *from  the  interference  of  their 
territorial  limits,  and  commercial  pursuits.  These 
consequences  could  hardly  be  averted  by  the  ex- 
istence of  the  most  amicable  and  benevolent  dispo- 
sitions in  the  governors  and  intendants  of  the  set- 
tlements :  while  the  participation  of  the  respective 
governments  in  the  popular  animosities,  an  event 


il 


jjut  too  probable,  would  ever  be  liable  lo  blast  the 
fairest  hopes  to  which  the  establisiimeiils  might  as- 
pire. 

And  if  the  antiri[)ations  of  the  managers  are  to 
be  realized  in  the  future  expansion  of  settlements 
once  permanently  founded  on  that  coast,  the  time 
is  not  distant,  when  the  proximity  of  colonies  esta- 
blished on  the  Sierra  Leoncj  and  the  Sherbro,  must 
prove  a  serious  restraint  on  the  territorial  enlarge- 
ment of  both.  In  yielding  to  the  force  of  these 
considerations,  the  managers  derive  a  satisfaction 
in  perceiving,  that  the  American  agents  conformed 
their  conduct  to  the  unanimous  and  earnest  wishes 
expressed  by  the  members  of  the  colonial  govern- 
ment of  Sierra  Leone;  with  whom  it  is  important 
to  cultivate  the  most  amicable  and  conciliatory  cor- 
respondence, and  whose  liberal  conduct  towards 
us  merited  such  a  consideration. 

In  prosecuting  their  observations  down  the  coast, 
our  agents  were  not  only  aided  with  the  advice  of 
the  English  resident  officers  and  agents  at  Sierra 
Leone,  but  were  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of 
all  the  good  efl'ects  of  a  friendly  intercourse  which 
they  had  opened  witii  the  Grand  Hassa  nation,  by 
the  negotiations  of  the  preceding  year.  These 
people  reside  near  the  commencement  of  the  Grain 
coast  of  Guinea,  about  one  hundred  leagues  to  the 
southward  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  between  the  5lh 
and  6th  degrees  of  North  latitude.  The  country 
bordering  on  the  sea,  assumes  a  different  aspect 
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immediately  alter  passing  Cape  JVJesurado,  the 
low  and  marshy  sea-board  exhibited  to  the  north- 
ward, in  a  great  measure  disappears;  the  forest 
trees  are  more  elevated,  and  the  water,  generally 
of  a  good  quality.  As  these  appearances  common- 
ly indicate,  in  tropical  countries,  the  absence  of  the 
most  formidable  causes  of  disease,  the  managers 
considered  themselves  jusiified  in  the  conclusiony 
that  the  healthiness  of  the  Grain  coast  is  equal  to 
that  of  any  other  portion  of  Western  Africa. — - 
Messrs.  Andrus  and  Bacon,  who  performed  the 
service  of  exploring  the  coast,  found  every  other 
point  which  they  visited,  either  closed  againt  them 
by  the  hostility  of  the  natives,  or  liable  to  one  oi 
the  other  of  the  objections  already  alleged  against 
the  Sherbro. 

The  only  common  interest  known  by  the  natives 
of  Western  Africa,  consists  in  their  almost  univer- 
sal participation  in  the  practices  connected  with  tlic 
acquisition  and  sale  of  slaves.  Their  pursuits, 
their  gratilications,  and  nearly,  their  existence  itself. 
seems  suspended  on  this  traffick.  To  this  ever  ac- 
tive cause  of  misery  and  crime,  are  the  treachery 
and  duplicity  of  the  chiefs  of  Sherbro,  evinced  in 
the  progress  and  issue  of  the  unsuccessful  negotia- 
tions for  the  Bagroo  lands,  to  be  ultimately  attri- 
buted. To  the  prevalence  of  this  trade,  must  be 
also  referred  the  delays  and  repulses  sustained  by 
the  agents  in  all  their  subsequent  attempts  to  ob- 
iain  from  liie  natives,  the  cessicu  of  a  territory  to 


be  occupied  by  their  exiled  brethren.  When  at 
last,  they  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  promise  of 
lands,  they  found  it  altogether  impossible  to  pre- 
vail on  the  native  chiefs,  to  renounce  a  practice 
which  constitutes  at  once,  the  strongest  evidence, 
and  the  worst  feature  of  their  barbarism.  They  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  willingness  to  receive  the  col- 
oured people  of  America  ;  but  would  yield  to  no 
persuasions,  drawn  either  from  its  injustice,  or  its 
desolating  effects,  to  abjure  the  slave  trade.  This 
obstacle  therefore,  prevented  the  ratification  of  a 
contract  for  a  settlement  in  the  Bassa  country,  the 
particulars  of  which,  and  the  visit  and  conferences 
of  the  agents  with  the  natives,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
detail.  As  the  dry  season  was  too  far  advanced 
to  admit  of  the  removal  of  the  people  from  Sierra 
Leone  before  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
agents  waited  the  arrival  of  further  instructions 
from  the  Board,  which  it  was  expected  would  have 
time  to  reach  Africa  belore  that  period.  The  ob- 
vious course  to  be  pursued,  was  accordingly  indi- 
cated to  them,  in  the  instructions  communicated  by 
Dr.  Eli  Ayres,  who  was  attached  to  the  sei\icc  of 
the  Society,  and  sailed  from  the  United  States  in 
the  armed  schooner  Shark,  Lieut.  Perry,  comman- 
der, in  the  month  of  July. 

Scarcely  had  Messrs.  Andrus  and  Bacon  re- 
turned to  Sierra  Leone  from  their  visit  to  the 
Bassa  country,  when  tfie  latter,  together  with  Mrs. 
Bacon,  experienced  repeated  and  severe  attacks  of 
fever,  which  obliged  theui  to  return  to  the  United 
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States,  where  they  arrived  about  the  middle  ot' 

August. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Andrus,  the  first  agent  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  whose  devotion 
to  its  interests,  and  labours  in  its  service,  had  been 
marked  with  singular  disinterestedness  and  integ- 
rity, after  a  short  illness,  and  when  it  was  supposed 
lie  had  overcome  the  violence  of  the  disease,  sud- 
denly died  on  the  27th  ol  July. 

13y  a  subsequent  communication  from  Mr.  Chris- 
tian VViltbcrger,  was,  shortly  afterwards,  announc- 
ed the  afflictive  tidings  of  the  death  of  Jonathan  B. 
Winn,  Esq.  the  agent  of  the  government,  on  the 
25lh  of  August;  which  was  followed  by  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Winn,  on  the  3 1st  of  the  same  month.— 
The  fidelity  and  zeal  evinced  by  these  meritorious 
and  respected  individuals,  during  the  period  of  their 
connexion  with  the  service,  in  which  they  were  so 
soon  called  to  ourrender,  with  the  attractions  of 
country,  and  of  christian  society,  their  valuable 
lives,  demand  from  the  managers  an  honourable 
mention,  and  from  all  the  friends  of  the  cause,  a 
grateful  and  cherished  recollection. 

This  loss  of  persons  so  devoted  to  the  cause, 
at  tlie  very  poriod  when  the  welfare  of  the  settle- 
ment appeared  most  deeply  concerned  in  their  pre- 
servation, forms  a  melancholy  supplement  to  the 
scenes  of  the  preceding  year. 

It  is  a  circumstance  which  the  managers  are  dis- 
posed to  refer  to  the  special  direction  and  goodness 
of  a  divine  Providence,  that  IJr.  E.  Ayres,  a  medicaJ 


gentleman  believed  to  be  possessed  of  every  quali- 
fication fitting  him  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
should  have  olTered  his  services  to  the  Board,  and 
sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa  at  so  seasonable  a 
juncture.  They  are  obliged  likewise,  to  advert 
with  gratitude,  to  the  intelligence  lately  received 
from  that  country,  that,  among  nearly  one  hundred 
black  and  coloured  people,  the  natives  of  America, 
now  on  the  coast,  some  of  whom  have  been  expos- 
ed to  the  effects  of  two  rainy  seasons,  net  more 
than  four  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  last 
year ;  and  of  those,  only  one  is  properly  attribu- 
table to  the  climate,  exhibiting  no  greater  average 
mortality  than  in  many  parts  of  our  own  country. 
Besides  several  other  extraordinary  causes  of  sick- 
ness, necessarily  arising  out  of  their  exposed  cir- 
cumstances, it  deserves  to  be  considered  that  until 
the  arrival  of  Dr.  Ayres,  the  people  had  not  en- 
joyed the  regular  attendance  of  a  physician. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  deaths  occurring 
among  the  white  and  black  classes  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Sierra  Leone,  respectively,  with  the  mor- 
tality experienced  by  the  corresponding  classes  of 
emigrants  from  America,  the  conclusion  appears  to 
be  authorized, that  the  climate  is  much  less  noxious 
to  the  black  people,  although  the  natives  ol"  tempe- 
rate countries,  than  to  the  whites.  The  result  of 
all  the  experience  hitherto  had  of  the  African  cli- 
mate, goes  directly  to  establish  the  conclusion,  that 
it  is  not  materially  unfavourable  to  the  health  oi 
njloufcd people  euiigrating  [o  Afrira  from  countries 
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fcituatcd  in  the  latitude  of  the  northern  States  of 
America,  or  even  in  that  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Great 
Britain;  and  that  the  natives  of  the  middle  and 
southern  States  may  sustain  the  transition,  w-thht- 
tie  danger  arising  from  the  change  of  climate. 

The  small  number  of  deaths  which  have  occur- 
red among  the  coloured  people,  and  their  general 
health  since  their  removal  from  Campelar,  confirms 
the  opinion  expressed  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Board,  that  much  of  the  sickness  and  morta- 
lity experienced  at  that  place,  was  caused  by  cir- 
cumstances of  a  peculiar  character.* 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Ayres,  he  pre- 
pared agreeably  to  his  instructions,  to  avail  him- 
self of  an  opportunity  expected  to  be  offered  by 
Lieut.  Stockton  of  the  Alligator,  to  explore  thei 
coast  and  select  and  purchase  a  territory:  and  ac- 
cordingly leaving  the  people  at  Foura  Bay,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  Society  in  the  care  of  Mr.  VVilt- 
berger,  he  accompanied  Lieut.  Stockton  and  sail* 
ed  down  the  coast  from  Sierra  Leone  on  the  6th 
of  December,  in  the  schooner  Augusta. 

On  the  llth  they  anchored  in  Mesurado  Bay, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  the  coast  confirming  the 
favorable  accounts  they  had  received  of  it,  they 
determined  to  land  and  attempt  a  negotiation. 

They  obtained  an  interview  with  the  king,  and 
after  many  difficulties,  their  perseverance  and  ad- 
dress succeeded:  and  on  the   15tli  of  December, 

*  See  Appendix,-  No.  I.  and  No.  V, 
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a  contract  for  ilie  purchase  of  a  territory  was  drawn 
up  and  executed  with  the  usual  soicrnuities,  which, 
together  with  the  letters  of  Lieut.  Stockton  and 
Dr.  Avres,  relating  to  the  progress  and  issue  of  the 
negotiations,  appears  in  the  Appendix.*  These 
letters  will  show  how  greatly  the  Society  is  indebt- 
ed to  the  judgment  and  zeal  of  Lieut.  Stockton, 
for  an  acquisition,  of  the  value  arid  eligibdity  of 
which,  the  concurrence  of  his  opinion  gives  every 
confidence. 

Dr.  Ayres  immediately  afterwards,  returned  to 
Sierra  Leone,  intending  to  remove  the  people  and 
stores  to  Mesurado  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  |)art  of  Africa  thus  selected,  and  ( it  is 
hoped  )  by  this  time,  occupied  by  our  people,  has 
always  been  represented  as  possessing  great  ad- 
vantages for  a  settlement.  The  land  purchased 
appears  to  include  the  whole  Cape,  with  the  mouth, 
and  a  considerable  extent  of  the  river. 

This  river  empties  itself  into  the  Atlantic,  and 
is  in  length  about  three  hundred  miles,  being  the 
largest  African  river  between  the  Rio  Grande  to 
the  North,  and  the  Congo  to  the  South.  Its  head 
waters  are  near  those  of  the  Niger  and  the  Gam- 
bia, both  of  which  rise  on  the  north-east,  side  of 
the  same  chain  of  mountains.  Lieut.  Stockton 
considors  tliis  station  not  only  important  for  the 
relief  and  refreshment  of  our  vessels  of  war  cruiz* 
ing  on  the  African  coast,  but  as  allbrdmg  thesitme 

■  *!'•'"  Appendix,      No.  VI- 
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lacilitics  to  our  merchantmen  engaged  in  the  East 
India  trade.  To  these  advantages  may  be  also 
added,  besides  those  connected  with  the  imme- 
diate object  of  the  Society,  another  of  still  greater 
interest.  Such  a  settlement  as  we  trust  this  is  des- 
tined soon  to  become,  cannot  fail  of  producing  an 
immediate  and  decisive  elTect  upon  that  trade  that 
still  preys  upon  Africa,  and  still  disgraces  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  world.  What  Sierra  Leone 
has  done  and  is  doing,  may  confidently  be  expected 
in  every  similar  establishment  on  the  coast.  What 
has  been  there  done  who  can  sufficiently  estimate  ? 
We  may  indeed  there  see  a  colony  of  free  blacks, 
increasing  in  numbers,  intelligence  and  respecta- 
bility— \Vc  may  there  see  a  still  more  interesting 
spectacle  in  the  thousands  of  victims  rescued  from 
chains  and  tortures ;  once  ignorant  barbarians, 
now  instructed  and  devout  converts  to  the  chris- 
tian faith,  manifesting  in  the  simple  piety  of  their 
characters,  the  reality  of  that  faith,  and  giving  a 
lesson  of  humility  and  reproof  to  christians  inherit- 
ing the  best  privileges  in  the  most  favoured  coun- 
tries. These  are  great  effects,  demanding  our 
praise  and  thankfulness.  But  Sierra  Leone  has 
repaid  Africa  with  still  greater  blessings:  her  ex- 
ample, her  influence,  and  efforts  have  given  peace 
and  security  to  the  nei2;hbouring  coast:  and  who 
can  estimate  the  extent  of  misery  prevented,  and 
of  happiness  conferred,  to  a  population  delivered 
from  all  the  horr  rs  of  the  slave  trade  .-^  Every 
year  the  limits  of  this  beneficence  are  extending. 


19 


and  the  cheering  rays  of  her  hght  dispclhns;  n 
wider  portion  o(  the  moral  darkness  that  surround.s 
her.  And  is  it  unreasonable  to  rejoice  that  ano- 
ther rampart  is  to  be  raised  against  the  power  of" 
the  Spoiler,  that  anotlicr  light  is  to  arise  and  shine 
upon  this  benighted  continent  ?  or  to  expect  that 
He  who  is  thus  blessing  one  such  labour  with  suc- 
cess, Avill  give  his  help  and  favour  to  another? 

We  have,  unfortunately,  in  our  country  ample 
materials  lor  the  rapid  growth  of  5uch  a  colony, 
and  greatly  does  it  concern  us  so  to  apply  them. 
There  is  in  AlVica  an  abundant  and  almost  spon- 
taneous production  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Her 
desolated  tlelds  call  for  inhabitants.  We  cannot 
fail  to  see,  in  these  circumstances,  every  evidence 
to  assure  us  that  an  establishment  of  free  people 
of  colour  from  our  country  upon  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, will  increase  with  no  common  celerity,  and  ex- 
ert no  ordinary  itjflucnce  In  redeeming  the  land  of 
tlicir  fore-tathers  from  its  present  degradation  — 
Whether  the  slave  trade  will  ever  be  entirely  aban- 
doned without  the  aid  of  such  settlements  may  be 
questioned  ;  but  that  they  afford  a  most  powerful 
means  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  an  object, 
experience  places  beyond  doubt. 

The  serious,  and  hitherto,  but  too  effectual 
obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Society's  be- 
nevolent measures  in  Africa,  by  the  protracted  ex- 
istence of  the  slave  trade,  have  continued  to  keep 
awake  in  the  managers,  a  lively  iriterest  in  what- 
ever relates  to  the  suppression  of  so  great  an  evil. 
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(jrieat  Britain  still  continues  active  in  this  work, 
both  by  the  negotiations  of  her  cabinet,  and  the 
operations  of  her  naval  commanders ; — and  appar- 
ently with  perfect  sincerity,  and  a  very  encouraging 
share  of  success.  Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society,  a  principal  object  of  her  negotiations 
with  the  governm«!nt  of  the  United  States,  has  been 
to  effect  with  the  latter  an  arrangement,  by  which 
the  most  entire  concert  of  action  should  be  esta- 
blished between  the  public  vessels  of  both  nations, 
on  those  parts  of  the  ocean,  over  which  this  trade  is 
principally  carried  on  The  committee  on  the  slave- 
trade,  ghortly  before  the  termination  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  presented  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  report,  in  which  the  necessity 
and  propriety  of  such  an  arrangement  were  shewn 
by  conclusive  arguments,  and  a  recommendation  to 
that  effect,  strenuously  urged*  The  Board  regret 
that,  owing  to  the  advanced  period  of  the  session, 
this  interesting  report  could  not  be  called  up  before 
its  close. 

This  delay  afforded  the  managers,  the  opportu- 
nity of  interposing  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
the  slave-trade ;  in  which  all  the  necessary  infor- 
mation in  their  power  to  furnish,  has  been  dotail- 
ed.t  They  have  likewise  received  assurance? 
from  different  parts  of  the  Union,  of  the  readiiicse 
of  influential  individuals  and  associations,  to  concur 
with   them  in    their   object.     It  is  confidently  be 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  I. 

t  See  Appendix,  No.  IT.  and  No.  \U. 
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jieved  that  the  co-operation  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  America,  in  measures  ot  suitable  ener- 
gy, for  a  very  moderate  period,  could  not  fail  to 
remove  so  great  a  reproach  from  the  civilized 
world.  In  this  conclusion  the  managers  are  con- 
firmed by  the  extraordinary  change  which  has  been 
wrouo-ht  in  the  manner  of  conductinir  the  trade 
since  the  appearance  of  an  American  naval  force 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Until  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1820,  a  large  share  ot'  this  trade  was 
covered  by  the  American  flag,  and  a  large  proper 
tion  of  it  was  owned  by  American  citizens.  But 
at  present,  after  a  lapse  of  two  years,  the  Ameri- 
can tlag  has  nearly  disappeared,  and  the  number 
of  ships  owned  by  Americans  has  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  wholly,  in  consequence  of  the  occasional 
visits  of  a  ship  of  war  to  that  coast,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  of  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  declar- 
ing the  crime  to  be  a  species  of  piracy,  and  pun- 
ishable as  that  offence.  Lieutenants  Perry  and 
Stockton,  who  have  both  lately  cruised  upon  the 
African  coast,  agree  in  representing  the  slave-ships 
as  now  using,  almost  exclusively  the  Hag  of  France, 
That  nation  has  Joirjed  ui  the  general  d(.'nunciation 
of  the  slave  trade,  and  has  prohibited  their  sub- 
jects to  engage  in  it.  Tnat  lier  law  is  disregard 
ed  is  obvious  :  and  now  that  the  fact  is  apparent, 
it  may  surely  be  expected,  that  a  n-gard  to  her 
own  digrnty,  and  consistency  with  her  pledged  en 
gagemmts,  will  induce  her  to  unite  with  Kn"-|aiid 
and  America  in  some  system  of  concert  by  ^vlli(•ll 


22 


this  last  reluge  may  be  taken  Irooi  these  persever- 
ing adventurers.  If  our  goverament  shall  confer 
(as  we  trust  will  be  done,)  with  that  of  France 
upon  this  subject,  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  a 
sufficient  and  honourable  arrangement  will  be 
adopted. 

In  the  last  Report,  the  Board  of  Managers  had 
the  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Van 
Ness,  in  the  case  of  the  Plattsburg  :  they  have  now 
the  high  gratification  of  recording,  to  the  honor 
of  our  judicial  tribunals,  another  decision  still  more 
important.  The  case  of  the  Jeune  Eugenie,  with 
extracts  from  the  able  opinion  of  the  Circuit  Court, 
and  references  to  the  authorities  on  which  it  relies, 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.*  A  Court  possess- 
ing warm  feelings  in  favour  of  liberty  and  human- 
ity, may  be  supposed,  mnder  such  an  influence, 
to  have  sought  for  new  principles  to  justify  a  judg- 
ment which  pronounces  that  the  common  usage 
and  understanding  of  nations  no  longer  legalizes  a 
crime,  which  had  once,  to  the  disgrace  of  mankind, 
^uch  a  sanction :  That  the  solemn  acts  and  de- 
clarations of  nations  denouncing  the  slave-trade  to 
be  inhuman  and  illegal,  tear  away  from  the  sub- 
jects of  those  nations,  the  shelter  of  their  protec- 
tion, and  allow  them  no  longer  to  plead  in  justifi- 
cation  of  crime,  the  crime  of  nations. 

But  it  will  be  found  that  this  decision  is  not  only 
supported  by  the  justest  principles,  but  by  the  au- 
thoritv  of  the  previous  decisions  of  tribunals  en* 

'  See  Appendix,iNo.  VH. 


titled  to  and  receiving  universal  respect.  Till? 
nation  itself  lias  submitted,  in  the  case  of  her  ovi'n 
citizens,  to  such  a  decision,  and  therefore,  only  pro- 
nounces the  law  as  she  has  herself  assented  to  it. 
PSor  have  we  ever  learned  that  the  British  decisions 
alluded  to  have  been  complained  of  by  any  nation. 
Nor  can  it  be  reasonably  expected  that  any  Gov- 
ernment which  has  joined  in  the  denunciation  of 
this  trade,  and  forbidden  it  to  her  subjects,  can 
seriously  object  to  the  course  pursued  in  relation 
to  this  vessel,  which  leaves  to  her  own  determin- 
ation, this  violation  of  her  own  laus,  and  of  the 
common  rights  of  nations. 

The  consequences  of  this  decision  upon  the  con- 
tmuance  of  the  slave-trade,  are  important.  If  our 
ships  of  war  and  those  of  England  were  to  be  res- 
trained from  examining  slave-ships, under  the  flags 
of  nations  who  have  prohibited  the  trade,  and 
bringing  them  in  for  adjudication  where  there 
were  reasonable  doubts  of  their  national  charac- 
ter, then  it  is  plain  that  the  only  point  to  which  all 
our  laws  and  eflbrts  have  yet  pressed  these  viola- 
tors of  humanity,  is  to  a  mere  change  of  outward 
character,  and  that  the  only  inconvenience  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  is  that  of  changing  their 
flag. 

The  Board  have  received,  since  the  last  annual 
uieetlng,  from  individuals  of  very  respectable  qua- 
litications,  an  otTer  of  their  services  in  any  useful 
capacity  on  the  coast  of  Africa :  of  one  only  of 
wliich,  that  of  Dr.  Ayres,  have  they  yet  judged  i' 
necessary  to  avail  themselves. 
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One  hundred  black  persons  in  the  City  ofPhi- 
Jadf'Iphia,  have  expressed  their  desire  to  remove 
to  Africa;  at>d  been  recommended,  on  respectable 
authority  to  the  patronaije  of  the  Society.  Seven- 
ty-nine individuals  have  communicated  the  same 
request  through  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  New- 
York.  A  considerable  number  have  likewise  of- 
fered themselves  to  the  Society,  from  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  from  Richmond,  Petcrsburgh.  and  Nor- 
folk, and  from  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland, 
with  the  addition  of  families  and  individuals  from 
various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  Board  continue  to  receive  additional  proofs 
of  the  existence  of  a  disposition  in  many  extensive 
proprietors  of  slaves,  in  different  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  liberate  and  aid  them  in  returning 
to  Africa  at  the  earliest  period  at  which  the  set- 
tlement will  be  in  a  state  to  receive  them  * 

The  funds  of  the  Society  derived  from  the  annual 
subscription  of  the  members,  from  the  donations  of 
individuals,  and  the  contributions  of  auxiliaries, 
have,  during  the  past  year,  proved  sufficient  to 
meet  the  necessary  disbursements.  But  as  a  junc- 
ture has  now  arrived,  when  the  sphere  of  the  So- 
ciety's operations  abroad,  must  be  extended  to 
embrace  the  great  objects  of  its  institution,  a  pro- 
portionate increase  of  funds  will  be  indispensably 
necessary.  And  now  that  the  work  is  commenced, 
they  trust  that  their  friends  will  perceive  the  ar- 
rival of  a  crisis  in  their  affairs,  requiring  all  their 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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fiforts.  Success  now  seems  to  depend  npon  the 
operations  oi  the  present  year,  and  means  must  be 
lurnished  to  niake  them  elFectual,  or  the  opportu- 
nity, and  perhaps  also  the  object,  may  be  lost.  On 
the  efficient  and  persevering  efforts  of  its  auxiharies 
and  friends,  the  .Society  must  now,  under  the  bless- 
ing^ ol  heaven,  place  its  dependence:  And  the  Board 
of  Managers  may  avail  tliemselves  of  this  occa- 
sion to  render  their  acknowledgments  for  tlie  im- 
portant aid  this  institution  has  already  derived 
from  their  zealous  co-operation  ;*  and  respectfully 
to  solicit  their  attention  to  their  present  request. 

This  Society  was  told,  at  its  commencement,  by 
those  who  o[)posed  its  object  as  chimerical,  of  the 
many  difficulties  which  it  would  find  insuperable. 
It  was  said  the  people  of  colour  would  not  consent 
to  such  an  emi^'iation. 

It  is  now  proved  that  great  numbers  of  them, 
far  more  than  can  be  sent,  earnestly  desire  it. 

It  was  said  that  the  climate  would  destroy  them. 

It  is  proved  that  the  mortality,  though  under 
most  unfavourable  circumstances,  has  not  been 
greater  among  them,  than  in  many  parts  of  our 
own  country. 

It  was  said  that  the  natives  would  not  receive  a 
settlement. 

The  experiment  has  proved  iho  contrary.  All 
the  obstacles  appear  to  have  been  overcome. 

Another,  it  was  said,  would  be  the  want  of  re- 
sources.    This  is  yet  left.     \>u\.  the   Boaid   havt* 

*  SfHi  Appeiiclix,  iVo.  IX. 
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never  felt  it,  and  will  not  now  fear  it.  Confiding 
in  the  liberality  of  their  countrymen,  and  appeal- 
inof  to  them  as  men  and  as  christians  : — triistin<r 
that  the  Almighty  prompter  and  promoter  of  bene- 
volent efforts,  will  eventually  prosper  what  he  has 
enjoined  ;  and  knowing  that  he  holds  the  hearts  of 
all  in  his  hands,  and  the  wealth  of  the  world  at 
his  disposal,  it  shall  be  their  endeavour  faithfully 
to  direct,  whatever  his  providence  may  supply,  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  views  of  this  Society. 
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No.  I. 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  %vhich  was  refeircd  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  lo  the  Sluve-Trade.  Maile  ii\  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  tlie  United  Slates,  February  9,  1821. 

The  Committee,  to  which  is  referred  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's nipssai;;e  as  rehites  to  the  Slave-Trade,  and  to  which 
are  referred  the  two  messages  of  the  President,  transnutting, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kejiresen- 
tatives,  of  the  4th  of  Decemher,  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  enclosed  documents,  relatiniii;  to  the  negotia- 
tion tor  the  suppression  of  the  Slave-Trade,  report: — 

That  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  advisable,  previous  to 
enterin:i  into  a  consideration  of  the  proposed  co-operation  to 
exterminate  the  slave-trade,  to  take  a  summary  review  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject. It  will  disclose  the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  this 
nation  has  been  actuated,  and  the  laudable  ambition  that  has 
animated  her  councils  to  take  a  lead  in  the  reformation  of  a 
disgraceful  practice,  and  one  which  is  productive  of  so  much 
human  misery  ;  it  will,  by  displaying  the  constant  anxiety  of 
this  nation  to  suppress  the  African  slave-trade,  afford  ample 
testimony  that  she  will  be  the  last  to  persevere  in  measures 
wisely  digested  to  efiectuate  this  great  and  most  desirable  ob- 
ject, whenever  such  measures  can  be  adopted  in  consistency 
with  the  leading  prin<i|tles  of  her  local  institutions. 

In  consequence  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  many  of  the 
States,  when  British  colonies,  the  habits,  and  means  of  car- 
rying on  industry,  could  not  be  suilderdy  changed  ;  and  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Stales  yielded  to  the  provision,  that 
the  migration  or  ini{)ortatiun  ol  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  projier  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  IfJOli. 

But,  long  antecedent  to  thi.«  period.  Congress  legislated  on 
the  subject  wherever  it',  power  extended,  and  endeavoured, 
by  a  system  of  ngoroug  peimllits,  to  suppress  this  unnatural 
trade. 
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The  act  of  Congress  of  the  22nd  of  March,  1794,  contains 
provisions  that  no  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
foreigner,  or  any  other  person  coming  into,  or  residing  with- 
in the  same,  shall,  for  himself  or  any  other  person  whatsoever, 
either  as  master,  factor,  or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip,  load,  or 
otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel  within  any  port  or  place 
of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail 
from  any  port  or  place  within  the  same,  for  the  purpose  ot 
carrjing  on  any  trade  or  traflick  in  slaves  to  any  foreign  coun- 
try ;  or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  from  any  foreign  king- 
dom, place,  or  country,  the  inhabitants  of  such  kingdom,  place 
or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any  foreign  country,  port,  oi 
place,  whatever,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  as  slaves,  undei- 
the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  any  such  vessel,  and  of  the 
payment  of  large  sums  of  money  by  the  persons  oflending 
against  the  directions  of  the  act. 

By  an  act  of  the  third  of  April,  1798,  in  relation  to  the 
Jrlississippi  territory,  to  which  the  constitutional  provision  did 
not  extend,  the  introduction  of  slaves,  under  severe  penal- 
lies,  was  forbidden,  and  every  slave  imported  contrary  to  the 
act,  was  to  be  entitled  to  freedom. 

By  an  act  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  the  citizens  or  resi- 
dents of  this  country  were  prohibited  from  holding  any  right 
or  property  in  vessels  employed  in  transporting  slaves  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their 
right  of  property,  and  also  double  the  value  of  that  right  in 
money,  and  double  the  value  of  their  interest  in  the  slaves  ; 
nor  were  they  allowed  to  serve  on  board  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  from 
one  country  to  another,  under  the  punishment  of  tines  and 
imprisonment,  nor  were  they  permitted  to  serve  on  board  of 
foreign  shi[)S  employed  in  the  slave-trade.  By  this  act,  also, 
the  commissioned  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  authoriz- 
<?d  to  seize  vessels  and  crews  employed  contrary  to  the  act. 

By  an  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1803,  masters  of  vessels 
vrere  not  allowed  to  bring  into  any  port  (where  the  laws  of 
the  State  prohibited  the  importation)  any  negro,  mulatto,  or 
other  person  of  colour,  not  being  a  native,  a  citizen,  or  re 
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gistered  seaman,  ol  tlie  United  States,  under  the  pain  of  pe 
nalties  ;  and  no  vessel,  having  on  board  persons  of  the  above 
description,  was  to  be  admitted  to  an  entry  ;  and  if  any  such 
per«on  should  be  landed  from  on  board  of  any  vessel,  the  same 
was  to  be  forfeited. 

By  an  act  of  the  2nd  of  March,  1807,  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  port  of  the  United  States  was  to  be  prohibited 
after  the  first  of  January,  1808,  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
constitutional  provision.  This  act  contains  many  severe  pro- 
visions against  any  interference  or  participation  in  the  slave- 
trade,  such  as  heavy  fines,  long  imprisonments,  and  the  for- 
feitures of  vessels  ;  the  President  was  also  authorized  to  em- 
ploy armed  vessels  to  cruise  on  any  part  of  the  coast  where 
he  might  judge  attempts  would  be  made  to  violate  the  act,  and 
to  instruct  the  commanders  of  armed  vessels  to  seize,  and 
bring  in,  vessels  found  on  the  high  seas  contravening  th(;  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

By  an  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  the  laws,  in  prohibi- 
tion of  the  slave-trade,  were  further  improved  ;  this  act  is 
characterized  with  a  peculiarity  of  legislative  precaution,  es- 
pecially in  the  eighth  section,  which  throws  the  labor  of  proof 
upon  the  defendant,  that  the  coloured  persons  brought  into 
the  United  States  by  him,  had  not  been  brought  in  contrary 
to  the  laws. 

By  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  the  power  is  continued 
in  the  President  to  employ  the  armed  ships  of  the  United 
States,  to  seize,  and  bring  into  port,  any  vessel  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade  by  citizens  or  residents  of  the  United  States,  and 
such  vessels,  together  with  the  goods  and  eflects  on  board, 
are  to  be  forfeited  and  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  distribut 
ed,  in  like  manner,  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  distributioa 
of  prizes  taken  from  an  enemy  ;  and  the  officers  and  crew 
are  to  undergo  the  punishments  intlicted  by  previous  acte 
The  President,  by  this  act,  is  authorized  to  make  such  regu- 
lations and  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
safe  keeping,  support,  and  removal  beyond  the  liniity  of  thf 
United  Statesi.  of  all  such  negroes,  luulattoes,  or  persons  of 
colour,  as  may  hare  been  brought  within  its  jurisdiction,  and 
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to  appoint  a  proper  person  or  persons  residing  on  the  coa^t  of 
Africa,  as  agent  or  agents  for  re ceivini^  the  negroo,-.,  inuhtttoes, 
or  persons  of  colour,  delivered  from  on  board  of  vessels 
seized  in  the  prosecution  oftbe  slave-trade. 

And  in  addition  to  all  the  aforesaid  lans,  the  present  Con- 
gress, on  the  15th  of  xMay,  1820,  believing  that  the  then  ex- 
isting provisions  would  not  be  sufficiently  available,  enacted, 
that  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  <]u\>  or  vessel,  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  the  whole, 
or  in  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  shall  land  from  any  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, and  on  foreign  shore  seize  any  nesro  or  mulatto,  not  held 
to  service  or  labour,  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro 
or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall  decoy  or  forcibly  bring,  or  carry, 
or  shall  receive  such  negro   or   mulatto,  on  board  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  citizen  or  person 
shall  be  adjuged  a  pirate,  and  on  conviction  shall  stiver  death. 
The  immoral  and  pernicious  practice  of  the  slave-trade  has 
attracted  much  public  attention  in  Europe,  within  the  last  few 
years  ;  and,  in  a  Congress  at  Vienna,  on  the  8lh  of  February, 
1815,   live  of  the  principal  powers,  made  a  solemn  engage, 
mentin  the  face  of  mankind,  that  this  traffick  should  be  made 
to  cease  ;  in  pursuance  of  which,  these  powers  have  enacted 
municipal  laws  to  suppress  the  trade.     Spain,  although  not  a 
party  to  the  original  engagement,  did  soon  after,  in  her  treaty 
with  England,  stipulate   for  the   immediate  abolition   of  the 
Spanish  slave-trade,  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  and  for  its 
final  and  universal  abolition  on  the  30th  of  May.  1820. 

Portugal  likewise,  in  her  treaty  in  1817,  stipulated,  that 
the  Portuguese  slave-trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa  should  en- 
tirely cease  to  the  northward  of  the  equator,  and  engaged, 
that  it  should  be  unlawful  for  her  subjects  lo  purchase  or  trade 
in  slaves  except  to  the  southward  o'the  line  ;  the  precise  pe- 
riod at  which  the  entire  abolition  ie  to  take  place  in  Portugal 
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^oe3  not  appear  to  be  finally  fixed  ;  but  liic  Portuguese  am,- 
bassiulor,  in  tho  prr^pore  ot'the  Coni^ross  at  Vienna,  declar- 
ed, that  Portiiijal,  faitliful  to  bcr  principles,  would  not  refuse 
to  adopt  the  term  of  eigl)t  years,  which  term  will  expire  in  the 
year  1823. 

At  this  time,  among  the  European  states,  there  is  not  a  flag 
which  can  legally  covor  this  inhuinin  tratVick  to  the  north  of  the 
line  :  nevertheless,  experience  has  proved  the  inefiicacy  of 
the  various  and  rigorous  laws  which  have  been  made  in  Eu- 
rope, and  in  this  country  ;  it  being  a  lamentable  fact,  that  the 
dissrraceful  practice  is  even  now  carried  On  to  a  surprising 
extent.  During  the  last  year,  captain  Trenchard,  the  com- 
mander of  the  L'nited  States'  sloop  of  war  the  Cyane,  found 
that  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  which  be  visited  lined  with 
vessels,  engaged,  as  it  is  presumed,  in  this  forbidden  tratlick  ; 
of  these  be  examined  many  ;  and  five,  which  appeared  to  be 
fitted  out  on  American  account,  he  sent  into  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  for  adjudication  ;  each  of  them,  it  is 
believed,  has  been  condemned,  and  the  commanders  of  two 
of  them  have  been  sentenced  to  the  punishment  prescribed  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  testimony  recently  published,  with  the  opinion  of  the 
presiding  judge  of  the  United  States  court  of  the  southern 
district  of  the  State  of  New-York,  in  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Platt-sburg,  lays  open  a  scene  of  the  grossest  fraud  that  could 
be  practised  to  deceive  the  othcers  of  governmcut,  and  con 
ceal  the  unlawlul  transaction. 

The  extension  of  the  trade  for  the  last  25  or  30  years  must, 
in  a  degree  be  conjectural  ;  but  the  best  information  that  ran 
be  obtained  on  the  subject,  furnishes  good  foundatiun  to  be- 
lieve, that,  during  that  period,  the  nunibiM-  ol"  slaves  with- 
drawn from  western  Africa  amounts  to  upwards  ul'  a  million 
and  a  half;  the  annual  average  would  In*  a  mean  somewhere 
between  lifty  and  eighty  thousand. 

The  trade  nppears  to  be  lucrative  iti  piKporium  to  its  hein- 
ousness  ;  and,  as  it  is  generally  iriliiliit<'d,  the  unfeeling  sl.ive- 
dealers,  in  order  to  elude  the  law«.  iii<rease  its  horrors     (he 


31 


innucent  Africans,  who  are  merciles3ly  forced  from  their  nu- 
tive  homes  in  irons,  are  crowded  in  vessels  and  situations 
^vhich  are  not  adapted  for  the  transportation  of  human  beings  ; 
and  this  cruelty  is  frequently  succeeded,  during  the  voyage 
oC  their  destination,  with  dreadful  mortality.  Further  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  will  appear  in  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  enclosing  two  other  letters,  marked  1,  and 
?,  and  also  by  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  the 
Cyane,  dated  April  10,  K-iCO,  which  are  annexed  to  this  report 
While  the  slave-trade  exists,  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  ci- 
vilization in  Africa. 

However  well  disposed  the  European  Powers  may  be,  to 
effect  a  practical  abolition  of  the  trade,  it  seems  generally  ac- 
knowledged, that,  for  the  attainment  of  this  object,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  agree  upon  some  concerted  plan  of  co-operation  ; 
but,  unhappily,  no  arrangement  has  yet  obtained  universal 
consent. 

England  has  recently  engaged  in  treaties  with  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  the  Netherlands,  in  which  the  mutual  right  of  visita- 
tion and  search  is  exchanged  ;  this  right  is  of  a  special  and 
limited  character,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  number  and  des- 
cription of  vessels,  as  to  space  ;  and,  to  avoid  possible  incon- 
veniences, no  suspicious  circumstances  are  to  warrant  the  de- 
tention of  a  vessel ;  this  right  is  restricted  to  the  simple  fact 
of  slaves  being  on  board. 

These  treaties  contemplate  the  establishment  of  mixed  courts, 
formed  of  an  equal  number  of  individuals  of  the  two  contract- 
ing nations,  the  one  to  reside  in  a  possession  belonging  to  his 
Britannic  majesty,  the  other  within  the  territory  of  theothei 
respective  powers  ;  when  a  vessel  is  visited  and  detained,  it 
is  to  be  taken  to  the  nearest  court,  and  if  condenmed,  the  ves- 
sel is  to  be  declared  a  lawful  prize,  as  well  as  the  cargo,  and 
are  to  be  sold  tor  the  protit  of  the  two  nations  ;  the  slaves  arc 
to  receive  a  certificate  of  emancipation,  and  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  government  on  whose  territory  the  court  is  which 
passes  se:itence,  to  be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers: 
each  of  the  governments  binds  itself  to  guaranty  the  liberty 
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of  sach  portion3  of  these  imliviiltial:?  as  may  be  respecUvely 
ussigned  to  it.     I'artioiilar  provisimis  an;  iiiado  for  remunera- 
tion, in  case  vessels  are  not  coutlennnil  after  trial  ;  anil  spe 
i;ial  instructions  are  ^ti|iulaloil  (o  be  furnisluil  to  connuandi-rs 
of  vessels  possessingthe  qualifunl  right  of  visitation  anel  si'arch. 

Tliese  Powers  entertain  the  opinion,  that  notijin"-  short  oi" 
the  concession  of  a  qualifuii  riglit  ol"  visitation  and  search  can 
practically  suppress  tlie  slave-trade  ;  an  association  of  armed 
ships  is  contemplated,  to  form  a  species  of  naval  police,  to  be 
stationed  principally  in  the  African  seas,  where  the  comman'- 
ders  of  the  ships  will  be  enabled  to  co-operate  in  harmony 
and  concert. 

The  United  States  has  been  earnestly  invited  by  the  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  alfairs,  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, to  join  in  the  same,  or  similar  arrangements  ;  and 
this  invitation  has  been  sanotioned  and  enforced,  by  an  unani- 
mous vote  of  l!ie  House  of  Lords  and  Commons,  in  a  manner 
that  precludes  all  doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  and  benevolence 
of  their  designs. 

In  answer  to  this  invitation,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  expressed  his  regret  that  the  stipulations  in  the 
treaties  communicated,  are  of  a  character  to  which  the  pecu- 
liar situation  and  institutions  of  the  United  States  do  not  per- 
mit them  to  accede. 

The  objections  made  are  contained  in  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  under  date  of  the  -M  of  Novem- 
ber, 181u  ;  in  which  it  is  observed,  that,  "  in  examining  the 
''  provisions  of  the  treaties  communicated  by  lord  Castlereagh, 
•'  all  the  essential  articles  appear  to  be  of  a  character  not 
•'adaptable  to  the  institutions,  or  to  the  circumstances,  of  the 
'•  United  States.  The  powers  agreed  to  be  reciprocally  given 
"  to  the  oiVicers  of  the  shi[)s  of  war  of  either  party,  to  entei\ 
"  search,  capture,  and  carry  into  port   fur  adjudication,  the 

•  men  bant  vessels  of  the  otbrr,  Imwevi'r  (|ualilii;d  and  re'^ 

•  tricted,  is  most  essentially  (;onne<:lt-d  with  the  institution,  bv 
•'  each  treaty,  of  two  mixed  courts,  one  of  whi<:li  is  to  resiiU;  in 

■  the  external  or  colonial  pos-'eH'^ions  of  >-ach  of' In-  tw.i  par 
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'•  ties  respectively.  This  part  of  the  system  is  indispensable 
"  to  £;ive  it  that  chiiracter  of  reciprocity,  without  which  the 
*'  right  granted  to  the  armed  ships  ot'one  nation,  to  search  the 
'•  merchant  vessels  of  another,  would  be  rather  a  mark  of 
••  vassalage  than  of  independence.  But  to  this  part  of  the  sys- 
•'  tem  the  United  States,  having  no  colonies  either  on  the 
•'•  coast  of  Africa,  or  in  the  West-Indies,  caimot  give  elTect. 
"  That,  by  the  constitution  ol  the  United  States,  it  is  provided, 
''that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  vested 
*•  in  a  supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Con- 
*'  gress  may,  from  time  to  time,  orilain  and  establish.  It  pro- 
"  vides  that  the  judges  of  these  courts  shall  hold  their  oifices 
•'  during  good  behaviour;  and  that  they  shall  be  removable  by 
•'  impeachment,  on  conviction  of  ciimes  and  misdemeanors. 
••  There  may  be  doubts  whether  the  power  of  the  government 
•'of  the  United  States  is  competent  to  institute  a  court  for 
''  carrying  into  execution  their  penal  statutes  beyond  the  ter- 
'  ritorie.^  of  the  United  States — a  court  consisting  partly  of 
■foreign  judges,  not  amenable  to  impeachment  for  corrup- 

•  tion,  and  deciding  upon  statutes  of  tlie  United  States  with- 
'  out  appeal. 

"  That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  found  on  boaid  of  the 

•  slave-trading  vessels,  which  might  be  condemned  by  the 
"  sentence  of  these  mixed  courts,  cannot  be  carried  into  ef- 
•'  feet  by  the  United  States;  for,  if  the  slaves  of  vessels  con- 
''  demned  by  the  mixed  courts,  should  be  delivered  over  to 
■^'-  the  government  ot  the  United  States  as  freemen,  they  could 
"  not,  but  by  their  own  consent,  be  employed  as  servants  or 
"  free  labourers.  The  condition  of  the  blacks,  being,  in  this 
•*  Union,  regulated  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  separate  Slates, 
"  the  government  of  the  United  States  can  neither  guaranty 
•'  their  liberty  in  the  States  wherejhey  could  only  be  receiv- 
"  ed  as  slaves,  nor  control  them  in  the  States  where  they 
'•  would  be  recognised  as  free.  That  the  admission  of  a  right 
"  in  the  ollicers  of  foreign  ships  of  war,  to  enter  and  searcJi 
■'  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  peace,  under  any 
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"  circumstances  whatever,  would  meet  uiih  univor«:;«l  repug- 
"  nance  in  llie  |)uhlic  opinion  of  tlic  country  ;  ihiit  there  would 
"  be  no  prospect  of  a  ratitication,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of 
"  the  Senate,  to  any  stipulation  of  that  nature  ;  that  the  search 
"  by  foreign  officers  even  in  time  of  war  is  so  obnoxious  to 
■•  the  feeling  and  recollections  of  this  country,  that  nothing 
••  could  reconcile  them  to  the  extension  of  it,  however  quali- 
"  fied  or  restricted,  to  a  time  of  peace  ;  and  that  it  would  be 
"  viewed  in  a  still  more  aggravated  light,  if,  as  in  the  treaty 
"  with  the  Netherlands,  connected  with  a  formal  admission 
"  that  even  vessels  under  convoy  of  ships  of  war  of  their  own 
"nation,  should  be  liable  to  search  by  the  ships  of  war  oi 
"  another." 

The  Committee  will  observe,  in  the  first  instance,  that  a 
mutual  right  of  search  appears  to  be  indispensable  to  the  great 
object  of  abolition  ;  for,  while  (lags  remain  as  a  cover  fortius 
tniJlick,  against  the  right  of  search  by  any  vessels  except  of  the 
same  nation,  the  chance  of  detection  will  be  much  less  than 
it  would  be  if  the  right  of  search  was  extended  to  vessels  of 
other  powers  ;  and  as  soon  as  any  one  nation  should  cease  to 
be  vigilant  in  the  discovery  of  infractions  practised  on  its  own 
code,  the  slave-dealers  would  avail  themselves  of  a  system  of 
obtaining  fraudulent  papers,  and  concealing  the  real  owner- 
ship under  the  cover  of  such  flags  ;  which  would  be  carried 
on  with  such  address,  as  to  render  it  easy  for  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  one  State,  to  evade  their  own  municipal  laws  :  but 
if  a  concerted  system  existed,  and  a  qualified  right  of  mutual 
search  was  granted,  the  appreheu'^ioii  of  thcie  piratical  olbm- 
ders  would  be  reduced  to  a  much  greater  certainty  ;  anil  the 
verv  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  an  active  and  vigorous 
system  of  co-operation  would  divert  many  from  this  trallick,  as 
the  unlawful  trade  would  become  too  hazardous  lor  profitable 
speculation. 

In  relation  to  any  inconveniences  that  might  result  from 
such  an  arrangement,  the  commerce  of  the  United  .States  is 
£0  limited  on  the  African  coast,  that  it  rould  not  be  much  af- 
fected by  it  :  and   as  it  regards  economy,  the  expense  of  sta- 
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(loning  a  ferv  vessels  on  that  coast  would  not  be  much  greater 
than  to  maintain  them  at  any  other  place. 

The  Committee  have  briefly  noticed  the  practical  results  of 
a  reciprocal  right  of  search,  as  it  bears  on  the  slave-trade  ; 
but  the  objection  as  to  the  propriety  of  ceding  this  right  re- 
mains. It  is  with  deference  that  the  Committee  undertake 
to  make  any  remarks  upon  it  ;  they  bear  m  recollection  the 
opinions  entertained  in  this  country,  on  the  practice  of  search- 
ing neutral  vessels  in  time  of  war  ;  but  they  cannot  perceive 
that  the  right  under  di;^cussion  is,  in  principle,  allied  in  any 
degree  to  the  general  question  of  search  ;  it  can  involve  no 
commitment,  nor  is  susceptible  of  any  unfavourable  inference 
on  that  subject ;  and  even  if  there  were  any  affinity  between 
the  cases,  the  necessity  of  a  special  agreement  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  idea  of  existing  rights  :  the  proposal  itseltj 
in  the  manner  made,  is  a  total  abandonment  on  the  part  of 
England,  of  any  claim  to  visit  and  search  vessels  in  a  time  of 
peace,  and  this  question  has  been  unequivocally  decided  in 
the  negative  in  her  admiralty  courts. 

Although  it  is  not  among  the  objections  that  the  desired  ar- 
rangement would  give  any  colour  to  a  claim  or  right  of  search 
in  time  of  peace,  yet,  lest  the  case  in  this  respect  may  be  pre- 
judicial in  the  mmds  of  any,  the  Committee  will  observe,  that 
the  ri:^lit  of  search,  in  time  of  peace,  is  one  that  is  not  claim- 
ed by  any  Power  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations  ;  no  nation 
pretends  thvit  it  can  exercise  the  right  of  visitation  and  search 
upon  the  common  and  unappropriated  parts  of  the  sea,  except 
upon  the  belligerent  claim.  A  recent  decision  in  the  British 
admiralty  court,  in  the  case  of  the  French  slave  ship  Le  Louis, 
is  clear  and  decisive  on  this  point.  The  case  is  annexed  to 
this  report. 

In  regard  then  to  the  reciprocal  right  wished  to  be  ceded, 
it  is  reduced  to  the  simple  inquiry  whether,  in  practice,  it  will 
be  beneticial  to  the  two  contracting  nations.  Its  exercise,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  detention  of  vessels,  as  it  is  confined  to 
the  fact  of  slaves  being  actually  on  board,  precludes  almost 
the  possibility  uf  accident  or  much  inconvenience. 
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in  relation  also  to  the  disposal  of  the  vessels  and  slaves  dc- 
iained,  an  arrati;;oment  jtcrhaps  could  be  cIVeclcd,  so  as  to  de- 
liver them  up  to  the  vessels  of  the  nation  to  which  the  detain- 
ed vessel  should  heloni?.  Under  such  an  understanding;,  the 
vessels  and  slaves  delivered  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  might  be  disposed  of  in  conformity  with  tiie  provisions 
of  our  own  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1811)  ;  and  an  arrange- 
ment of  this  kind  would  he  free  from  any  of  the  other  objec- 
tions. 

An  exchanse  of  the  right  oi  search,  limited  in  duration,  or 
to  continue  at  pleasure,  for  the  sake  of  experiment,  might,  i( 
is  anxiously  hoped,  be  so  restricted  to  vessels  and  seas,  and 
with  such  civil  and  haimonious stipulations,  as  not  to  be  unac- 
ceptable. 

The  feelings  of  this  country  on  the  general  question  of 
search  have  often  been  roused  to  a  degree  of  excitement  that 
evince  their  unchangeable  character  ;  but  the  American  peo- 
ple will  readily  see  the  distinction  between  the  cases ;  the  one 
in  its  exercise  to  the  extent  claimed  will  ever  produce  irrita- 
tion, and  excite  a  patriotic  spirit  of  resistance;  the  other  is 
amicable  and  charitable  ;  the  justness  and  nobleness  of  the 
undertaking  are  worthy  of  the  combined  concern  of  Christian 
nations. 

The  detestable  crime  of  kidnapping  the  unoffending  inhabi- 
tants of  one  country,  and  chaining  them  to  slavery  in  another, 
is  marked  with  all  the  atrociousness  of  piracy  ;  and,  as'Sucb, 
it  is  stigmatized  and  punishable  by  our  own  laws. 

To  etface  this  reproachful  stain  Irom  the  character  of  civil- 
ized mankind,  would  be  the  proudest  triumph  that  could  be 
achieved  in  the  tau^e  of  hurunnily.  On  this  subject  the  Unit- 
ed States  having  led  llie  way,  owe  it  to  themselves  to  give  their 
influence  and  cordial  <  o-operalion  to  any  mca-^iire  that  »vill 
accomplish  the  great  and  good  purpose  ;  but  tliis  happy  re- 
sult, experience  has  demonstratetl,  cannot  be  realized  by  any 
syslenj,  except  a  concession  l)y  the  maritime  powers  to  each 
other's  ships  of  war,  of  a  qualilied  right  of  search  ;  if  (hi? 
object  was  generally  attained.,  it  is  confidently  b«dioved  ilmt 
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the  active  exertions  of  even  a  few  ii.itions  would  be  sulYicicnt 
entirely  to  suppress  the  slave-trade. 

The  slave-dealers  could  be  successfully  assailed  on  tiie 
coast  upon  which  the  trade  originates,  as  they  must  necessari- 
ly consume  more  time  in  the  collection  and  embarkation  of 
their  cargoes,  than  in  the  subsequent  distribution  in  the  mar- 
kets for  which  they  are  destined;  this  renders  that  coast  the 
most  advantageous  position  for  their  apprehension  ;  and,  be- 
sides, the  African  coast  frequented  bj^  the  slave-ships,  is  in- 
dented with  so  few  commodious  or  accessible  harbours,  that, 
notwithstanding  its  great  extent,  it  could  be  guarded  by  the 
vigilance  of  a  small  number  of  cruisers.  But,  if  the  slave- 
ships  are  permitted  to  escape  from  the  African  coast,  and  to 
be  dispersed  to  different  parts  of  the  world,  their  capture 
would  be  rendered  uncertain  and  hopeless. 

The  Committee,  after  much  retlection,  offer  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniaiives  of  the 
United  States  of  Rinerica  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  enter  into  such  ar- 
rangements as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  proper,  with  one  or 
more  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual 
abolition  of  the  slave-trade. 


No.  II. 

Memorial  of  the  American  Colonization  Societv. 
Presented  February  6,  1822. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America: 

The  Memorial  of  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  most  respectfully  repre- 
sents— 

That,  having  in  two  former  memorials  taken  the  liberty  to 
recommend  to  the  patronage  of  the  American  Legislature  the 
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specific  objects  ot  tlioir  Association,  tlicy  beg  leave,  on  the 
present  occasion,  to  iisrend  to  a  subject  of  more  general  in^ 
terest.  on  wbich,  it  is  barilly  possible  tbat  tbeir  own  feelings 
phould  have  led  them  to  the  adoption  of  sentiments,  in  which 
the  enlightened  Representation  of  a  free  and  clu-istian  Re- 
public, should  not  be  prepared  fully  to  concur.  The  pro- 
priety  of  this  remark,  must  be  folt  when  they  revert  to  the 
African  Slave-trade — a  trade,  the  continuance  of  which,  it  is 
true,  would  throw  a  ditTiculty,  perhaps  insurmountable,  in  the 
way  of  your  memorialists  ;  but  would  also  evidently  prove 
destructive  to  the  general  interest,  and  disgraceful  to  the  cha- 
racter of  our  Country.  In  olTering  those  representations, 
which  the  present  state  of  this  trade  seems  to  require,  they 
desire,  therefore,  to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Legislative 
Council  of  their  Country,  in  no  other  character  than  simply 
that  of  an  Association  of  American  Citizens,  and  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  no  measures  for  the  cure  of  the  common 
evil,  with  a  view  to  render  them  otherwise  subservient  to  the 
particular  objects  of  their  Institution,  than  as  the  benevolent 
policy  of  the  American  Government  hitherto  pursued  on  this 
Subject,  necessarily  agrees  with  the  general  spirit  of  the 
Society's  plans  of  Colonization. 

Your  Memorialists  are  happ}'  in  being  able  to  state,  that 
the  numerous  and  powerful  measures  for  suppressing  this 
traflick,  which  Divine  Providence  has  permitted  his  benevolenf 
instruments,  in  different  countries,  to  bring  into  vigorous 
operation,  alTord  the  most  solid  grounds  of  anticipating,  at  no 
very  distant  period,  its  universal  and  final  extinction.  And 
while  they  devoutly  acknowledge  the  merciful  interposition 
of  Heaven,  in  disposing  to  this  favourable  issue,  even  those 
awfully  afflictive  political  even's  which  have  recently  agitated 
the  \vorld,  they  cannot  forbear  congratulating,  on  the  animat- 
rng  prospect,  all  the  Agents  in  the  great  work,  especially  the 
Government  under  which  they  live,  whose  early  example  and 
consistent  efforts  in  this  cause,  have  contributed  an  import- 
ant share  towards  so  desirable  a  consummation.  They  like- 
wise d.^r-v.  from  (he  fivouruI)le  anpt  araoces  on  whirh  their 
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nntKiprthoii  IS  tounded,  a  strong  molive  for  rcspeclluily  rS-' 
commonding  to  the  Congrep";  of  the  United  States,  the  adop- 
tion of  one  last  decisive  measure  for  hastening  an  event, 
Avhich  in  the  counsels  of  Providence,  has  been  so  long  and  so 
mystcrioi^y  delayed.  That  measures  of  the  most  energetic 
description  arc  slill  necessary  to  be  applied,  must  be  selt-evi- 
dent,  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  trade  has  already  sur- 
Aived  the  heaviest  stroke  ivhich  the  strong  arm  of  our  own 
and  other  Governments  has  been  able  to  direct  against  it,  dur- 
ing the  thiiteen  years  that  have  elapsed  since  two  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  in  the  world  decreed  its  annihilation. 
So  little  successful  had  been  the  measures  of  our  government 
to  eflect  their  desires,  that  in  the  year  1017,  the  slave-trade 
then  (as  always)  holding  out  the  strongest  temptations  to  the 
avaricious  and  unprincipled,  appeared  to  have  acquired  new 
strength,  and  to  be  extending  to  every  part  of  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa.  To  our  countrymen,  to  the  subjects  of 
France,  and  to  the  outcasts  of  other  nations,  always  ready  to 
connect  themselves  in  any  scheme,  however  nefarious,  which 
promised  profit,  peculiar  inducements  to  prosecute  the  trade 
were  presented,  by  the  protection  which  their  dags  atforded 
against  search  and  seizure  by  the  British  Cruisers  on  tl-ie 
Coast.  When  it  became  known  to  our  Government  that  the 
American  tlag  was  prostituted  to  a  purpose  so  disgraceful,  it 
was  at  once  determined  to  wii)e  oil  a  reproach  at  which  the 
general  voice  of  our  countrymen  had  expressed  their  indigna- 
tion. Congress  passed  the  law  of  the  20lh  of  April,  1818,  an;i 
in  the  next  session,  that  of  the  3rd  of  March,  1819.  These 
laws  authorized  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ 
an  -irmed  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  to  establish  in 
that  country  an  agency  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  ad- 
ministering to  the  immediate  wants  of  such  Africans  as  should 
be  liberated  from  captured  slave-ships. 

In  the  execution  of  the  Act  of  the  .3rd  of  March,  181(5, 
Agents  were  accordingly  appointed,  and  the  means  of  provid- 
ing for  the  immediate  wants  of  such  of  the  wreVhed  victims 
of  American  rapacity  as  our  Cruisers  on  that  station  may  del:- 
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vcr  from  its  iLital  grasp,  are  now  atVonloJ.  In  (lie  execution 
of  these  laws,  miu-h  lias  been  elVerteil.  But  it  cannot  be  con- 
cealed that  much  is  y«?t  to  be  done  ;  am!  that  it  is  plain  from 
the  olhcial  reports  of  our  own  olficers  upon  that  station,  that 
was  the  force  of  our  Government  withdrawn  from  the  African 
Coast,  a  revival  and  extension  of  the  trade  would  be  the  im- 
mediate consequence,  demanding  in  that  case  a  far  lari;;er  ex- 
penditure and  longer  continuance  of  our  efforts,  than  will  now 
be  necessary  to  extinguish  the  trade.  Upon  this  subject 
much  interesting  information  has  been  given  to  our  Govern- 
ment by  the  Naval  Othcers  employed  on  the  Coast,  to  whicii 
your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  subjoin  the  corroborative 
testimony  of  sir  George  Collier,  who  commands  the  British 
squadron  cruising  on  the  same  station,  and  which  is  extracted 
i'rom  his  olTicial  Report  to  his  Government.  This  oflicer  had 
been  instructed  to  cruise  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  with  a  vievi? 
to  the  carrying  into  eflect  existing  treaties,  and  the  execution 
of  the  municipal  laws  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  Slave-Trade  ;  with  special  instructions,  not  to  inter- 
fere with  French  or  American  Vessels  ;  but  to  apprise  his. 
Government  of  any  instances  of  French  or  American  ships 
trafficking  in  Slaves,  that  their  respective  Governments  might 
be  informed  of  such  contravention  of  their  own  regulations. 

Thib  oflicer,  under  date  of  February  14,  1820,  states* 
'•  The  flags  of  France  and  America  are  now  generally  adopt- 
ed, as  the  best  cover  of  illicit  slaving."  On  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1820.  he  writes  :  "  Two  French  vejrsels,  and  one  under 
the  American  flag,  are  at  anchor  between  this  (Sierra  Leone) 
and  the  Gallinas.  By  this  and  other  facts  of  a  similar  com- 
plexion, the  lords  of  the  admiralty  will  sec  that  the  slave-trade 
13  not  only  likely  to  increase  on  this  coast,  but  that  the  flags 
of  France  and  America  will  probably,  in  another  year,  cover 
the  whole  line  of  the  windward  coast,  and  be  used  for  the 
worst  purposes." 

Under  date  of  March  7,  1820,  he  states  the  circumstances 
of  having  boarded  the  Gazette,  an  American  built  schooner 
under  Spanish  colours,  having  on  board  82  slaves  ;  that  oum- 
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ber  being  but  a  little  more  than  hali  na  iiUL.,^La  c.iigo.  Hei- 
ore»v  was  com|)OseJ,  as  these  vessels'  crews  invariably  are,  of 
amotley  groupe  of  nearly  all  nations.  On  the  16th  of  April, 
1820,  he  further  states,  in  his  official  despatch,  "that  swarms 
of  American  vessels,  with  (among  others)  French  flags  and  pa- 
pers from  Martinique,  upon  this  coast,  will  best  prove  how 
little  the  consequences  from  detection  are  dreaded,  and  with 
what  conlidence  and  security  slave-dealers,  under  the  French 
flag,  act.  America  has  passed  laws  forbidding  the  trade  by 
her  subjects,  and  has  decreed  heavy  punishments  on  those 
who  shall  engage  in  if.  She  has  also  sent  an  armed  force  to 
the  coast  of  Africa,  and  this  force  has  captured  vessels,  the 
property  of  American  subjects  ;  still  her  measures  are  not 
yet  comj)lcte,  and  American  vessels,  American  subjects,  and 
American  capital,  arc  unquestionably  engaged  in  it,  though 
under  other  colours  and  in  disguise.  But  it  may  be  hoped 
that  time  will  edect  in  America,  what  it  has  m  England,  a  total 
discontinuance  of  the  trathck,  as  the  government  of  America 
appears  to  have  engaged  in  its  suppression  with  great  sincer- 
ity." 

From  these  documents,  (of  which  your  memorialists  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  originals,)  it  appears  that  no  application 
of  our  naval  lorcc  could  have  been  more  seasonable,  or  more 
necessary,  than  that  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
J  819,  to  be  directed  against  the  trade: 

That  on  the  termination  of  the  period  in  which  the  Spanish 
trade  could  possess  a  legal  existence,  the  same  adventurers, 
and  many  of  the  same  ships  which  had  claimed  the  character 
and  protection  of  that  nation,  merely  changed  their  national 
denomination,  by  dishonestly  assuming  that  of  France  and  the 
Cniled  States  ;  and  persisted  as  formerly  in  the  trade  : 

That,  of  the  ships'  capital,  and  perions  subsequently  engag- 
ed in  the  business,  down  to  the  present  time,  a  great  number 
Lave  been  American  : 

That  Ic^s  formality  and  scruple  is  evinced  than  formerly, 
in  accomplishing  the  changes  of  the  national  character  of  these 
ships  ;  and  that  the  remnant  of  the  trade  has  assumed  a  more 
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piratical  and  cruel  form  than  it  ever  bore  before  :  the  fiagSi 
and  papers  « liiili  the  ships  exhibit,  scarce!)  aflbrdinjj;  a  pre- 
sumptive indication  of  their  true  ownership  and  naiion:<l  clia- 
ractor — and  the  same  ship,  on  diflerent  occasions,  appearing 
in  a  variet}'  of  characters  : — and,  tinally,  it  appears. 

That  the  number  of  ilups  carrying  French  colours,  ha.« 
multipHed  to  an  extent  altogether  incredible  on  any  othcx 
supposition,  than  that  adventurers  of  all  other  nations,  anil 
particularly  of  this  country,  have  assumed  a  French  disguise. 
It  has  been  oflicially  stated  to  our  government,  upon  the  most 
respectable  authority,  that  200,000  slaves  have  been  carried  oft" 
from  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  vessels  under  the  French  flag  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year. 

Your  memorialists  perceive,  in  these  facts,  a  proof  of  the 
absolute  inefficiency  of  the  measures  hitherto  pursued  by  tiiis 
country  for  the  entire  suppression  of  the  traffick  even  by  Ame- 
ricans, although  conducted  with  the  greatest  address  and 
spirit : — the  force  so  promptly  despatched,  and  so  vigorously 
applied  by  the  skill  and  bravery  of  our  officers,  having  driven 
them,  not  from  the  trade,  but  under  a  safer  shelter.  And  un- 
til France  shall  either  employ  a  cruising  squadron  to  enforce 
her  own  decrees,  or  suffer  her  ships  to  be  searched,  the  un- 
principled adventurers  of  her  country  and  ours,  and  of  every 
other  commercial  state,  will  continue  the  trade  under  the 
shelter  of  her  tlag. 

In  relation  to  this  power,  your  memorialists  regret  that 
they  are  obliged  further  to  state,  that  although  in  1810,  she 
cngnged  to  terminate  the  trade  totally  and  immediately, 
yet  there  is  incontestable  evidence  of  a  disposition  even  in 
some  of  her  colonial  and  other  officers,  to  whom  the  execu- 
tion of  the  royal  ordinance  on  this  subject  is  entrusted,  to 
connive  at  the  most  open  and  llai;rant  arts  of  its  violation,  and 
to  permit  the  adventurers  in  this  trallick,  to  proceed  almost 
without  molestaliuii.  On  this  siibji.ct  your  memorialists  refer 
to  a  body  of  evidence  contained  in  a  late  publication  of  the 
African  Institution,  whi^h  i»5  extracted  from  still  ampler  de- 
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tails  laid  oil  the  table  ot"  the  British  House  of  Commons  in  tho 
bci;innin;;  ot'  the  year  1021,  and  which  accompanies  this  nie- 
morial.  The  protection  aflorded  to  the  enterprises  of  Ame- 
rican citizens,  by  the  illegal  use  of  the  French  flag,  appears 
to  have  been  of  much  greater  extent  than  any  document?, 
exclusively  American,  are  able  fully  to  detail.  Your  memo- 
lialists  trust  that  France  will  no  longer  submit  to  this  indig- 
nity. They  pretend  not  to  say  that  her  government  has  ever 
been  fully  apprised  of  the  extent  of  this  abuse  of  her  flag,  or, 
if  so  apprised,  that  she  has  not  been  imposed  upon  by  the 
statements  ofher  subordinate  agents  in  the  inquiries  she  has 
made  upon  the  subject.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause 
ofher  apparent  apathy  ir:  a  concern  that  has  aroused  the  feel- 
ings and  the  eft'orts  of  almost  all  Christendom,  none  will  re- 
joice more  than  your  memorialists,  to  hear  that  it  has  been 
such  an  one  as  sustains  the  honour  and  humanity  of  that  na- 
tion. Of  the  fact,  however,  here  averred,  she  can  no  longer 
reasonably  doubt,  and  if  othcially  declared  to  her  by  our  go- 
vernment, (as  the  reports  of  our  naval  officers  will  warrant,) 
•.uid  called  upon  in  the  spirit  of  amity  to  unite  with  us,  in  u 
common  efTort,  to  effect  that  which  she  has  promised  in  the 
lace  of  the  world,  and  which,  without  her  concurrence  and 
aid,  it  seems  dilTicult  (if  not  impossible)  to  effect,  it  may  con- 
fidently be  hoped  that  her  flag  will  be  seen  with  ours,  no 
longer  protecting,  but  exterminating  the  remnants  of  this  dis- 
graceful traflick.  That  our  government  has  a  right  so  to  speak, 
iier  own  dignity  and  interest,  (apart  from  the  considerations  of 
humanity,)  obviously  proclaim.  Her  own  laws  against  her 
own  citizens  cannot  be  enforced,  without  great  effort  and  ex- 
pense, and  along  continuance  of  them,  if  another  I'owerwill 
»,untinue  to  permit  its  flag  to  be  tlieir  refuge.  It  should, 
moreover,  be  considered,  that  the  temptations  to  a  commerce 
carried  on  by  fraud  and  disguises,  will  make  a  habit  of  illegal 
trading,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  immediately  injurious 
to  our  revenue,  or  demoralizing  to  our  people.  Your  racmo- 
nalists,  therefore,  cannot  but  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
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gress  nlll  dcvi?e  some  arrans;omont  to  wluch  France  and  the 
other  coinnuMrial  powers  will  roailily  and  honourably  assent, 
tvhicli  shall  produce  an  edicient  and  united  ed'ort  to  deliver 
us  from  those  evils,  Africa  from  its  awful  and  desolating 
jcoursc,  and  the  world  fVoin  its  foulest  reproach. 

Recent  intelligence  from  AlVica  has  informed  your  memo- 
rialists of  the  acquisition,  by  their  a<jent,  of  a  territory  on 
the  coast,  by  compact  with  the  natives,  fur  the  settlement  of 
the  free  people  of  colour  who  have  been  removed  by  the  So- 
ciety from  this  country,  and  to  enable  them  to  receive  such 
as  are  desirous  of  emigratins;  thither.  A  most  judicious  se- 
lection, (as  your  memorialists  believe,)  has  been  made  for 
this  establishment  ;  and  in  preferring  Cape  Messurado  to  any 
other  point  on  the  coast  for  this  purpose,  they  have  paid  no 
small  regard  to  the  advantages  it  presented,  from  a  convenient 
harbour  and  good  water,  as  a  station  for  the  relief  and  refresh- 
ment of  our  vessels  of  war,  and  as  alVording  many  facilitiei? 
to  the  present  operations  and  views  of  the  government  on  that 
coast. 

Your  memorialists  have  heretofore  represented  the  great 
importance  of  forming  such  establishments,  both  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  our  own  country  from  a  vast  and  increasing 
evil,  and  also  to  facilitate  the  total  suppression  of  the  African 
slave-trade. 

All  who  arc  convers:int  upon  this  subject,  have  agreed  in 
the  opinion,  that  it  is  by  operating  upon  the  coast,  and  among 
the  natives,  introducing  civilization  and  the  useful  arts  among 
them,  and  an  honest  and  beneficial  commerce,  that  the  slave- 
trade  will  be  most  speedily  and  effectually  extirpated.  Such  is 
the  view  of  your  memorialists  in  the  settlement  they  are  form- 
ing, and  now  that  they  trust  they  can  show  that  their  de- 
sign, (admitted  almost  universally  to  be  highly  desirable,)  has 
the  fairest  prospects  of  success,  may  they  not  hope  that  some 
assistance  will  be  afforded  to  the  further  prosecution  of  an  ob- 
ject, so  obviously  of  great  national  importance  ? 

May  they  not,  at  least,  evpect  that  as  their  success  has  so 
necessary  a  connection  wilb  the  ^reat  public  measure  of  sup- 
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pressing  the  slave-trade,  some  portion  of  the  pubhc  counte- 
nance and  support,  may  be  afforded  them? 


JOHN  MASON, 
W.  JONES, 

E.  R.  CALDWELL, 

F.  S.  KEY, 


Committee. 


No.  in. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave-Trade ; 
made  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  12,  1822. 

The  Committee  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  tlie  15th  of  January  last,  instructing  them  to 
inquire  whether  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting 
thattraffick  have  been  duly  executed  ;  also,  into  the  general 
operation  thereof;  and  if  any  defects  exist  in  those  laws, 
to  suggest  adequate  remedies  therefor  ;  and  to  whom  many 
Memorials  have  been  referred  touching  the  same  subject, 
have,  according;  to  order,  had  the  said  Resolution  and  Me- 
morials under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 

Report  : 

That,  under  ihe  just  and  liberal  construction  put  by  the 
Executive  on  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3rd,  1819,  and 
that  of  the  loth  May,  1820,  inflicting  the  punishment  of  Pi- 
racy on  the  Airican  Slave  Trade,  a  foundation  has  been  laid 
for  the  most  systematic  and  vigorous  application  of  the  power 
of  the  L^nited  States,  to  the  suppression  of  that  iniquitous 
traffick.  Its  unhappy  subjects,  when  captured,  are  restored 
to  their  country,  agents  are  there  appointed  to  receive  them, 
and  a  colony,  the  offspring  of  private  charity,  is  rising  on  its 
shores,  in  which  such  as  cannot  reach  their  native  tribes, 
will  find  the  means  of  alleviating  the  calamities  they  may 
have  endured  before  their  liberation. 

When  these  humane  provisions  are  contrasted  with  the  sys- 
tem which  they  supersede,  there  can  be  but  one  sentiment  in 
favour  of  a  steady  adherence  to  its  support.     The  document 
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uccoiTjpanyiii!;-  this  Hopoi't,  and  iiKukcd  A,  slates  the  miinbev 
of  Africans  sei/.cil  or  taken  vvitliiu  or  witliout  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  and  brouglit  there,  aixl  their  present  condition. 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee,  that  sue  h  of  the  na- 
val force  of  the  country  as  has  been  hitherto  em[>loyed  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws  against  this  tratfick,  could  have  been 
more  effectually  used  for  the  interest  and  honour  of  the  nation. 
The  document  marked  B,  is  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the 
vessels,  and  their  commanders,  ordered  upon  this  service, 
with  the  dates  of  their  departure,  «S:c.  The  first  vessel  de£< 
tined  for  this  service,  arrived  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  in 
March,  1820  :  and  in  the  i'ew  weeks  she  remained  there,  sent 
in  for  adjudication,  four  American  vessels,  all  of  which  were 
condemned.  The  four  which  have  been  since  employed  in 
this  service,  have  made  five  visits,  (the  Alligator  having  made 
two  cruises  in  the  past  summer,)  the  whole  of  which  have 
amounted  to  a  service  of  about  ten  months  by  a  single  vessel, 
within  a  period  of  near  two  years;  and  since  the  middle  of 
last  November,  the  commencement  of  the  healthy  season  on 
that  coast,  no  vessel  has  been,  nor,  as  your  committee  is  in- 
formed, is  under  orders  for  that  service. 

The  Committee  are  thus  particular  on  this  branch  of  their 
mquiry,  because  unfounded  rumours  have  been  in  circulation, 
that  other  branches  of  the  public  service  have  suffered  from 
the  destination  given  to  the  inconsiderable  force  above  stated, 
which,  small  as  it  has  been,  has  in  every  instance  been  direct 
cd,  both  in  its  outward  and  homeward  voyage,  to  cruise  in  the 
West  India  Seas. 

Before  they  quit  this  part  of  their  inquiry,  your  Committee 
feel  it  their  duty  to  state,  that  the  loss  of  several  of  the  prizes 
made  in  this  service,  is  imputal)le  to  the  size  of  the  ships  en- 
2;agcd  in  it.  The  efficacy  of  this  force,  as  well  ns  the  health 
and  discipline  of  the  officers  and  crews,  conspire  to  recom- 
mend the  employment  of  no  smaller  vessel  than  a  Corvette 
ur  a  sloop  of  War,  to  which  it  would  be  expedient  to  allow 
the  largest  possible  complement  of  men  ;  and  if  possible  she 
•  hould  he  accompanied  by  a  tender,  or  v^ss'^l  drawing  less 
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ivaler.  The  vessels  engaged  in  tins  pprvice  should  be  frc- 
qiienlly  reheved.  but  (.he  coast  should  at  no  time  be  leA  \^  ill> 
out  a  vessel  to  watch  and  protect  its  shores. 

Yonr  Committee  find  it  impossible  to  measure  nith  preci- 
sion the  effect  produced  upon  the  American  branch  of  th? 
Slave-Trade,  b}-  the  la^vs  above  nieulionod,  and  the  seizures 
under  them.  Thev  arc  unablo  to  state,  whether  those  Ame- 
rican merchants,  the  American  capital,  and  seamen  which 
heretofore  aided  in  this  traffick,  have  abandoned  it  altogether, 
or  have  sought  shelter  under  the  Hags  t»("  other  nations.  It  is 
ascertained,  however,  thrrt  the  American  ilag,  which  hereto- 
fore covered  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  has 
wholly  disappeared  from  the  coasts  of  Afiica.  The  trade, 
notwil'hslanding,  increases  annually,  under  the  Hags  of  other 
nations.  France  has  incurred  the  reproach  of  being  the 
greatest  adventurer  in  this  tralTick,  prohibited  by  her  laws  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  tills  results  not  so  much  fiom 
the  avidity  of  her  subjects  for  this  iniquitous  gain,  as  from  the 
safely,  which,  in  the  absence  of  all  hazard  of  capture,  her 
flag  affords  to  the  greedy  and  unprincipled  adventurers  of  all 
nations.  It  is  neither  candid  or  just  to  impute  to  a  gallant 
and  high-minded  people,  the  exclusive  commission  of  crimes, 
which  the  abandoned  of  all  nations  are  alike  capable  of  per- 
petrating, with  the  additional  wrong  to  France  herself,  of 
using  her  flag  to  cover  and  protect  them.  If  the  vigor  of  the 
American  navy  has  saved  its  banner  from  like  reproach,  it 
has  done  much  to  preserve  unsullied  its  high  reputation,  and 
amply  repaid  the  expense  charged  upon  the  public  revenue 
by  a  system  of  laws  to  which  it  has  given  such  honourable 
effect. 

But  the  conclusion  to  which  your  Committee  has  arrived, 
after  consulting  all  tlie  evidence  within  their  reach,  is,  that 
the  African  Slavc-Trade  now  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  and 
thai  its  total  suppression  can  never  be  effected  by  the  sepa- 
rate and  disunited  efforts  of  one  or  more  states  ;  and  as  the 
resolution  to  which  this  report  refers,  requires  the  suggestion 
of  some  remedy  for  the  defecls,  if  any  exist,  in  the  system^ 
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*jf  laws  for  the  suppression  of  this  traffick,  yonr  Comcfiilie<' 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  report  and 
accompanyini:;  documentis  suhmitted  to  the  last  C'onfcrcss,  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Slave-Tratlo,  ai.d  to  make  the  same  a 
part  of  this  Report.  That  Report  proposes,  as  a  remedy 
for  the  existing  evils  ol"  the  system,  the  concurrence  of  the 
United  States  with  one  or  all  the  m;iritime  powers  of  Europe, 
in  a  modified  and  reciprocal  right  of  search,  on  the  African 
coast,  with  a  view  to  the  total  suppression  of  the  Slave-Trade. 

It  is  with  great  delicacy  that  the  Committee  have  approach- 
ed this  subject ;  because  they  are  aware  that  the  remedy 
which  they  have  presumed  to  recommend  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  requires  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  ano- 
ther depaitniont  of  this  government,  and  that  objections  to 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  in  the  mode  here  proposed,  have 
hitherto  existed  in  that  department. 

Your  Committee  are  confident,  however,  that  these  objec- 
tions apply  rather  to  a  particninr  propositioi}  for  the  exchange 
of  the  right  of  search,  than  to  that  modification  of  it  which 
presents  itself  to  your  Committee.  They  contemplate  the 
trial  and  condemnation  of  such  American  citizens  as  may  be 
found  engaged  in  this  forbidden  trade,  not  by  mixed  tribunals 
sitting  in  a  foreign  country,  but  by  existing  courts,  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  in  the  United  States  ;  they  propose  the 
same  disposition  of  the  captured  Africans  now  authorized  by 
law  ;    and  least  of  all,  their  detention  in  Anierica. 

They  contemplate  an  exchange  of  this  right,  which  shall 
be  in  all  respects  reciprocal  ;  an  exchange,  which,  deriving 
its  sole  authority  from  treaty,  would  exclude  the  pretension, 
which  no  n;ition,  hov.ever,  has  presumed  to  set  up,  that  this 
right  can  be  derived  from  tin*  law  of  i.utions  ;  and  further, 
they  have  limited  it,  in  their  com.eption  of'  its  application, 
not  only  to  ce.t  tain  latitudes,  and  to  a  certain  distance  from  the 
coast  of  A.Oica,  but  to  a  small  nuuiStr  uf  vessels  to  be  cm- 
ployed*  by  each  power,  and  to  be  previously  designated. 
The  visit  and  search  thus  restricted,  it  i»  believed  would  in- 
jure the  co-operatiun  of  one  great  maritime  power  in  the 
proposed  exchange,  and  guard  it  from  the  danger  of  abuse, 


^•J. 


Your  Committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  people  ot'  Atnericu 
have  the  intelligence  to  distinguish  between  the  riglit  o( 
searching  a  neutral  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  ot^nar,  claimed 
by  some  belligerents,  and  (hat  mutual,  restricted,  and  pea»-eful 
Concession  by  treaty,  suggested  by  your  Committee,  and  which 
is  demanded  in  the  name  of  suffering  humanity. 

In  closing  »his  Report,  they  recommend  to  the  House  the 
adoption  of  the  following  Resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Presidtjnt  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  enter  into  such  arrangements  as  he  may  deem 
suitable  and  proper  with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade. 


No.  IV. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  F.  Stockton,  Esrj.  lo  the  Secretary 
of  the  Society,  dated 
U.  S.  Schooner  Alligator,  Boston,  July  25,  1821. 
*'  We  have  had  an  interesting  cruise  on  the  Coast,  from 
the  Shoals  of  the  Great  River  to  Cape  Palmas  :  it  was  dur- 
ing the  most  unhealthy  season,  and  under  circumstances  not 
the  most  tlattering.  Being  in  a  very  small  vessel,  we  were 
often  exposed  to  heavy  rains,  and  occasionally  encountered 
great  fatigue.  Notwithstanding  which,  we  have  returned  in 
good  health,  only  regretting  that  our  cruise  was  so  short,  and 
that  we  accomplished  so  little  of  that  which  we  promised  our- 
selves. We  had  the  fever  on  board,  but  in  every  instance  it 
yielded  to  the  skill  of  our  surgeon,  John  W.  Pearce,  and  his 
assistant  T.  W.  Wiescnthal,  to  whose  abilities  and  persever- 
ance we  all,  in  common  gratitude,  owe  our  thanks.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  am  hound  to  believe  (my  conclusions 
however  are  deduced  from  inipressions  rather  than  from  un- 
.ilterable  opinions)  that  the  horror  for  that  coast,  the  hue  and 
cry  about  the  African  fever,  and  the  noise  about  the  tornadoes, 
.irc  but  little  else  than  a  fable,  generated  by  policy,  listened 
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to  because  wonderful,  and  propagated  by  the  interested.  As 
to  the  climnli',  it  is  true  the  air  is  warm,  and  I  think  that  a 
constant  exposure  to  the  sun  must  be  very  dchihtatiny;.  The 
thermornetrical  observations  of  this  Vessel,  do  not  show  that 
the  temperature  of  tlie  air  has  ever  been  above  eighty-five 
degrees,  measured  by  Fahrenheit's  thermometer ;  but,  as  the 
country  is  seldom  refreshed  by  a  cool  invigorating  breeze, 
the  heat  is  more  uniform  and  of  longer  duration,  and  from 
that  cause  I  think  arises  its  pestilence,  and  not  from  the  im- 
mediate power  of  the  sun.  The  heat  is  not  beyond  bearing 
for  a  while,  but  from  its  constancy  must  overcome  any  f)uman 
constitution  that  is  unwarily  exposed  to  it  during  any  length 
of  time  without  relief.  The  fever,  1  think,  may  be  more 
readily  avoided,  and  if  taken  is  not  so  dangerous,  and  maybe 
more  easily  destroyed  than  that  which  infests  many  places  in 
our  own  country.  The  tornadoes,  as  I  saw  and  felt  them,  are 
inconsiderable  and  harmless,  in  comparison  with  squalls  met 
with  on  parts  of  the  American  coast  at  particular  seasons  of 
the  year.  We  may  have  been  particularly  favoured,  and  it  is 
possible  that  all  the  dangers  which  persons  are  led  to  appre- 
hend, do  ordinarily  possess  that  country.  But  I  can  assure 
you,  the  fever  has  not  assumed  a  living  shape  ;  the  winds  are 
not  saturated  with  pestilence  ;  that  even  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
oxygen  forms  a  component  part  of  the  atmospheric  air,  and  to 
inhale  it  is  not  certain  death.  We  (  for  I  think  I  am  speaking 
the  sentiments  of  my  companions)  respired  as  freely  and  en- 
joyed generally  as  good  health  as  any  country  could  have  sup- 
plied us  with.  After  examination  and  retlectmn,  I  honestly 
think  that  the  climate  presents  all  those  obstacles  which  are 
the  natural  productions  of  a  tropical  soil  uncleared  and  un- 
cultivated, but  that  they  will  yield  to  proper  precautions  ;  and 
that  notliing  can  prevent  the  consummation  of  your  wishes 
but  limited  means,  bad  counsels,  or  feeble  efforts.  I  wish  you 
every  success  :  I  am  more  and  more  jiersuaded  of  tlie  useful- 
ness of  your  society  :  i  believe  it  will  be  instrumental  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  Africa.  The  unfeeling  clan  of 
Slave-Traders  are  still,  and  more  exuUingly  than  ^rer, draining 


54 


"  the  dearest  veins  "  of  that  co^Intr3^  Is  such  to  continue  lo 
be  their  fate  ? — And  uill  not  Christendom  put  :in  end  to  it? 
Are  they  to  be  torn  from  their  Iiome?,  from  their  friendships, 
from  their  forefathers'  graves,  while  the  vultiircn  of  the  world 
are  proclaiming  /"rerJoz/i,  and  forming  coalitions  for  its  secu- 
rity ?  May  the  Father  of  Mercies  take  care  of  this  oppressed 
people  :  and  is  it  too  uncharitable  to  hope  that  the  hour  of 
vengeance  is  approaching,  when  the  hurricanes  will  "  sweep 
from  the  deep  "  every  sail  that  is  spread  for  so  unhallowed  a 
purpose.  My  associates,  most  of  whom  were  ready,  (and  I 
sincerely  believe  it,)  to  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  humanity, 
convenience,  comfort,  interest,  and  health,  received  encour- 
agement to  inform  tliemselves  on  this  subject:  they  were 
highly  competent  to  the  task,  and  will  give,  I  have  no  doubt, 
any  information  within  their  knowledge. 

My  communications  to  you  may  be  marked  by  a  freedom  of 
expression  little  suited  to  my  years  or  the  occasion,  and  pos- 
sibly calls  for  an  apology.  My  object  is  humanity — my  means 
truth  and  sincerity. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

R.  F.  STOCKTON. 

To  tlic  Committee  fiom  the  Society  for 
Colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour 
of  the  United  States. 


No.  V. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Fcrnj,  to  llie 
Secretary,  dated 

V.  5.  Schooner  Shark,  at  Soa,  Nov.  18,  1821. 
"  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  a  very  correct  descriptiou 
of  Cape  .Alesnrado,  as  I  could  observe  it  only  from  the  ship. 
I  understand,  however,  from  the  best  authorities,  that  the 
soil  is  excellent,  and  capable  of  producing  rice,  indigo,  cof- 
fee, cotton,  sugar-cane,  and  the  fruits  and  esculents  cdmmon 
to  tropical  climates. 
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The  Cape  extends  about  llirce  miles  into  tiie  sea,  forming 
on  it?  northern  siile  a  line  bay  or  roail,  where  vessels  may 
anchor  in  ten  tathoins  water,  near  the  shore.  It  is  "steep 
anil  elevated  towards  tiie  sea,  with  a  gentle  declivity  on  the 
land  side."  '"  The  summit  forms  a  level  plane."  This  is  the 
most  eligible  spot  \JnM  I  have  yet  seen,  for  the  location  of  the 
Colony.  The  natives  are  less  barbarous  than  those  of  the 
neighbouring  nations,  and  arc  more  jiacific  in  their  disposi- 
tions ;  and  the  presumption  is,  that  if  the  trees  were  cut 
down,  and  the  land  cultivated,  it  would  prove  comparatively 
a  healthy  situation,  as  its  projection  into  the  sea  allbrds  it  the 
advantage  of  the  sea  breeze,  the  strongest  preventive  of  dis- 
ease. 

Since  the  date  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  I  have  been  twice 
on  the  coast,  and  my  more  extcBsive  observations  have  not  al- 
tered my  opinion  as  to  the  advantages  possessed  by  Mesurado 
over  any  situation  I  am  yet  acquainted  with  on  the  Continent. 
Unfortunately,  however,  Mr.  Mills  is  dead;  by  which  event, 
the  Agents  lose  the  benefit  of  his  very  great  influence. 

Coloured  people  withstand  the  climate  much  better  than 
the  whites.  Of  the  Colonists,  (exclusive  of  the  Agents,) 
but  six  have  died,  from  the  period  of  our  departure  in  the 
Cyane,  up  to  the  Ist  of  November  last.  The  last  season 
has  been  considered  a  remarkably  uuhealthy  one,  and  the 
probability  is  that  the  blacks  having  become  seasoned  to  the 
'limate,  will  hereafter  enjoy  tolerable  health. 

M    C.   rERRY. 


No.  VI. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  E.  Ayrcs,  Acting  Agent  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  in  Africa,  to  the  Alunwrers 
dated 

U.  S.  Schooner  Au;;usta,  at  Sea,  nrar  Cape  Mesurado, 
December  I  J,  Ibzl. 

^Ve  are  now  coming   near  Mesurado,  tfhere  we  intend 
trying  to  obtain  a  settlement.     You  will  iiear  the  result 
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In  my  la>t  I  «;avc  you  an   account  of  our  proceeding'?   at 
Four;ih    Bay.       I    fear  havino;  tired  your  patience  already, 
tI>oui;h  there  arc  a  few  more  particulars  which  I  wish  to  lay 
before  you.     I  found  there  still  remained  some  of  the  people 
and  many  valuable  articles  at  Sherbro.      Not  knowing  how 
soon  Lieut.  Stockton  might  come,  or  whst  stay  he  could  make, 
I  thought  it  best  to  despatch  the  schooner  immediately  to 
Sherbro  for  them,  which  happily  returned  a  few  days  before 
the   Alligator  arrived.       Mr.  VViltberger  took  a  passage   to 
Sherbro,  and  was  much  benefited  in  health.       They  brought 
away  all  our  mill  irons,  and  many  other  things,  with  Camaraw 
and   his   children.       This  man   had   quarrelled  with  Coker, 
wiule  at  Sherbro.     He  sided  with  Kizel,  and  left  the  Colony. 
They  had  new  quarrels,  and  Camaraw  says  that  Kizel  was  go- 
ing to  murder  him  and  his  family.     I  do  not  pretend  to  know 
how  much  of  it  is  true.     He  came  to  me,  and  wanted  to  join 
the  colony.      I  did  not  like  his  conversation  and  behaviour, 
and  would  not  admit  him,  but  told  him  to  go  to  Freetown  and 
go  to  work,  to  maintain  himself  until  we  left   this  place  for 
land  of  our  own  ;  then,  if  he  behaved  himself,  he  might  join 
the   compact.       He  then  pretended  it  was  not  his  wish,  nor 
ever  had  been,  to  join  the  Colony.     He  made  application  to 
Lieut.  Stockion  to  take  him  to  the  United  States.     We  have 
his  three  children  ou  board ;  but  he  went  on  shore,  thinking, 
I  suppose,  that   Stockton  would  wait  his  motions.       But  the 
signal  was  made  for  sailing,  we  got  under  way,  and  left  him. 

When  Lieut.  Stockton  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone,  I  had  an 
interview  with  him.  He  immediately  sent  his  officers  to  ex- 
amine the  Augusta.  They  pronounced  her  not  sea  worthy 
her  masts,  spars,  and  upper  rigging  being  decayed.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  short  allowance  of  his  provisions,  it  became 
necessary  for  me  to  provide  a  method  of  returning  to  Sierra 
Leone,  when  we  went  down  the  coast.  I  applied  to  Mr. 
M'Cauley  for  masts  and  Spars,  but  there  was  no  timher  to  be 
had  that  would  answer  the  purpose.  1  then  tried  to  charter 
a  vessel  for  the  purpose  ;  but  one  oflered,  which  upon  exam* 
ination  proved  to  be  nearly  as  bad  as  our  own.      Lieutenant 
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btoclclon  consented,  as  no  alternative  appeared,  to  venture  ia 
our  own  vessel. 

On  the  Gth  of  December,  we  sailed  out  of  the  harbour. 
Lieut,  altockton  was  good  enough  tu  put  on  board  the  Augusta 
Lieut.  M'Kean  and  four  men  :   I  took  seven  of  our  men. 

We  have  liad  a  very  cahn  passage,  and  our  ol<l  vessel  sailed 
remarkably  well.  We  anchored  last  night  in  Mesurado  Bay. 
This  morning,  12th  of  December,  at  day  light,  saw  a  number 
of  Croomen  rowing  off  to  us — got  under  way,  and  at  fil'teen 
minutes  past  ten  o'clock  cast  anchor  close  under  Cape  Mesu- 
rado. In  a  few  minutes  the  boats  were  hoisted  out,  and  the 
Lieutenant  and  myself  were  on  shore. 

We  informed  the  people  who  gathered  round  us,  that  vvc 
had  come  to  see  the  king:  that  we  wanted  to  get  some  land 
to  build  houses  on  :  that  we  had  heard  very  good  accounts  of 
king  Peter,  and  preferred  settling  with  him  :  that  the  people 
on  the  Bagroo  wanted  us  to  settle  in  their  country,  but  we  said 
'•  No — we  will  gc  and  see  king  Peter  first — if  he  won't  let  us 
have  land,  then  we  settle  somewhere  else."  We  pretended 
to  be  very  indifferent  whether  we  succeeded  with  them  or 
not,  as  there  were  so  many  places  on  the  coast  which  we 
could  get.     This,  in  the  end  proved  much  to  our  advantage. 

We  finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  sight  of  king  Peter,  and 
in  a  short  lime  ended  our  palaver,  by  his  thanking  us  forgiv- 
ing him  the  preference  to  his  neighbours,  and  that  we  might 
have  Mesurado  ;  and  to-morrow  morning  we  are  to  finish  thf? 
palaver  and  give  a  book.  If,  in  the  morning,  we  fnid  no  new 
obstacles  in  the  way,  but  are  enabled  to  complete  our  bar- 
gain, I  thitdi  we  may  pronounce  ourselves  very  fortunate  in- 
deed. Lieut.  Stockton  will  give  you  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  our  negotiation  with  the  natives,  and  also  .t  particu- 
lar account  of  the  place  we  have  selected  for  a  settlement. 

I  will  now  offer  you  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
us  to  make  the  attempt  at  jjrocuring  Mesurado  instead  of  tak- 
ing Bassa,  the  situation  selected  by  your  other  Agents. 

In  the  first  place,  all  I  had  read  on  (he  subject,  all  the  in- 
formation acquired  from  British  Na\;il  Oilirci-  with  whuni  J 
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have  lalkeJ  since  my  arrival,  as  well  as  some  other  intelligent 
persons,  concur  in  recommeniling  Mesurado,  for  many  rea- 
Fons.  Bassa  is  a  low  level  co\jntrv,  consequcntl}'^  must  be  de- 
prived of  refreshing  breezes,  and  for  ever  unhealthy.  It  has 
no  harbour, and  «ix  months  of  the  year,  landing  in  boats  is  im- 
practicable.    It  has  no  good  watering  place. 

On  the  contrary,  Mesurado  Cape  is  a  considerable  eminence 
of  land  jutting  into  the  sea,  high  enough  to  partake  of  the 
refreshing  sea  and  land  breeze,  but  not  suHiciently  elevated 
to  obstruct  the  vapours  and  be  rendered  damp  and  unhealthy 
by  exhalations  and  clouds  hanging  over  i1  nearly  half  the  day. 
There  is  a  fertile  island  situated  in  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
A  batter}'^  erected  on  the  Cape  would  elTeclually  command 
the  harbour  and  entrance  of  the  river.  There  is  a  pretty 
good  harbu'jr,  and  good  watering  place  of  excellent  water. 

Of  these  particulars  you  ^vill  receive  a  more  minute 
account,  from  I\Ir.  Stockton.  The  land  at  this  place,  is 
equally  fertile  with  Bass'i,  or  any  other  part  of  the  coast. 
With  good  cultivation  it  will  yield  all  Uie  productions  of  the 
tropical  climate. 

But  another  and  an  insuperable  obstacle  existed  with  re- 
spect to  Bassa.  When  Messrs.  Bacon  and  Andrus  left  there, 
they  took  with  them  the  king's  son  and  another  youth,  and 
placed  them  under  Mr.  Johnson,  at  Regent's  Town,  to  re- 
ceive an  education.  The  king's  son  has  since  deceased.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  unwilling  to  trust  the  inter[)r('ters  who  had  been 
present  at  the  time  of  taking  the  boys,  on  shore,  until  the 
king  had  been  informed  of  the  death  of  his  son,  and  had  fe 
ceived  the  satisfaction  for  him  which  was  customary  in  such 
caies.  It  therefore  became  necessary  that  we  should  take 
the  youth  who  was  present  with  the  prince  at  his  death,  as 
well  as  the  interpreter.  The  youth  came  over  night,  and 
went  with  me  on  board  the  Augusta.  The  interpreter  was  to 
have  been  on  the  wharf  the  next  morning  at  sunrise,  bu-. 
from  some  unknown  cause  he  did  not  come,  and  between, 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  we  got  under  way,  and  weat  to  se;;. 
without  him. 


69 


These  things  lakeu  into  cousiihnatioii.  dclti  tmiicil  us  to  at- 
tempt to  iiei^otiate  I'ur  iMesiiraclo.  It  lins  hceii  the  anxious 
desire  of  European  Powers,  to  get  possi^ssion  of  this  phice, 
tor  more  tiian  one  liiiiulreil  years.  Both  the  English  and 
Frenrli  have  nuuie  repealed  trials  to  obtain  it.  Lieut.  Perry 
alteinpteJ  to  open  a  nei^oliation  for  it,  hy  uritini;  to  iMr.  Mills. 
They  have  all  mistaken  the  Iriu;  i»oli(y  of  dealing  with  these 
people  ;  and  no  negotiation,  other  than  for  the  necessaries  of 
lite,  will  be  obtained  from  them  without  using  more  policy 
than  this  Knowing  the  methods  that  had  hitiierto  proved 
abortive,  we  determined  to  try  a  new  system  of  proceeding; 
and  instead  of  trusting  to  others  to  make  that  impression  upon 
the  king,  which  their  fears  or  cupidity  might  prompt,  we  de- 
termined to  go  oui selves  directly  to  the  king,  and  plead  our 
own  cause. 

On  the  1 1th  of  December,  in  the  night,  we  came  to  anchor 
off  St.  Paul's  river,  At  day  light  on  the  12tli,  got  under 
way,  and  soon  observed  several  canoes  coming  oti  to  us. 
The  moment  we  anchored  our  boat  was  out,  and  Mr.  Stockton 
and  myself  went  on  shore  before  any  wrong  impression  could 
he  made  upon  the  king.  We  landed  on  the  beach,  at  the 
king's  Crootown,  and  told  them  we  wanted  to  see  the  king  ; 
we  had  presents  on  board  for  him  ;  and  showed  them  some 
rum  and  tobacco  which  we  had  taken  on  shore  for  him. 

Three  or  four  of  the  people  who  had  gathered  round  us 
were  dressed  in  large  striped  hoods,  thrown  over  their  shoul- 
ders, and  had  the  appearance  of  being  peojile  of  authority. 

Alter  waiting  some  time,  thoy  sent  off  an  express  forking 
Peter.  It  had  been  represented  to  us  unsafe  to  go  on  shore 
without  being  arnied,  and  that  we  should  certainly  be  mur- 
dered and  I  oljbed.  Kut  we  determined  to  go  unarmed,  as  an 
evidence  that  our  aim  was  [)a*:ific.  While  sitting  and  waiting 
for  the  king,  under  the  shed  of  a  Crooniaii.  the  people  kept 
collecting,  most  of  them  wiih  knives  hanging  to  their  sides. 
At  length  there  caiiif"  live  or  six  armed  with  muskets.  I  be- 
gan to  think  there  might  be  some  truth  in  the  reports.  We 
n'ere  now  surrouudfd  by  fifty  or  sixty, armed  in  tbis  way.  and 
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we  without  the  means  of  defence,  except  a  deunjolin  of  whis- 
key and  some  tobacco.  I  narrowly  watched  their  countenan- 
ces, as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Stockton.  1  saw  he  was  no  way 
concerned,  and  a  little  ol)servation  showed  there  was  yet  no 
hostility  in  their  intentions. 

Express  after  ex|)iess,  was  sent  for  the  king.  After  a  long 
time,  one  of  the  most  reputable  looking  men  told  us  "  The 
king  be  fool — he  no  talk  En,:j,lish — I  his  mouth,  what  1  say, 
king  say. — What  you  want  ?  "  We  told  him  we  were  desir- 
ous of  getting  a  place  in  Africa  to  butld  a  house,  make  farms, 
&:c.  that  we  had  come  by  Cape  Mount  and  many  other  places, 
where  we  might  prob  ibly  have  got  land,  but  we  heard  king 
Peter  was  a  good  man,  and  we  preferred  coming  first  to  see 
if  we  could  buy  a  place  of  liiin.  If  we  got  a  place,  we  raise 
tobacco,  rum,  sugar,  Lc.  and  sell  to  the  natives,  for  rice,  yams, 
beeswax,  ^c.  We  told  them  likewise,  that  we  would  have 
schools,  and  teach  their  children  to  read  and  write. — This 
immediately  excited  their  suspicions  that  we  were  going  to 
break  in  upon  the  customs  of  their  fore.fithers. 

Lieut.  Stockton  has  shown  himself  throughout  this  business 
to  be  the  most  consummate  master  of  the  human  heart,  and 
it  is  entirely  owing  to  his  address  and  penetration  that  we  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  situation,  the  most  desirable  in  many 
respects,  of  any  on  the  coast  ;  and  for  which,  thousands  of 
pounds  would  have  been  given  by  other  Towers,  could  they 
have  obtained  it.  ^Ve  discovered  at  once,  th;\t  the  only  way 
in  which  we  coulil  expect  to  succeed,  was  to  touch  their  inter- 
est, by  holding  out  to  them  such  ol)ject5  as  appeared  to  ihem 
valuable,  and  not  such  as  we  should  value  ourselves. 

After  explaining  our  views  to  this  person,  and  discussing 
them  some  time,  they  sent  another  message  to  the  king,  and 
he  then  made  his  appearance.  He  was  dressed  in  a  cotton  gar- 
ment of  large  blue  and  wlijte  stripes,  thrown  over  his  shoul- 
ders, and  a  person  holding  an  umbrella  over  his  head.  He 
came,  shook  hands  with  us,  and  took  a  seat.  When  his  inter- 
preter related  to  him  our  object  in  visiting  him,  we  did  not 
tail  to  let  him  know  the  high  estimation  in  which  we  held  him 
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for  veracity  ainl  punctuality  ;  and  that  this  had  induced  us  io 
pref't^r  liiia  to  sonic  otlier  chiefs  :  and  likt>  most  monarch^,  we' 
found  his  ear  ahvays  open  to  the  sound  of  his  own  praine  ll& 
said  "  he  thanked  us  for  the  t'lvour  we  had  done  hitn  in  coming 
to  him  first,  and  we  mii;ht  have  hmd."  We  tohl  him  we  want- 
ed the  Island  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  Cape.  He 
objected  to  the  Cape,  and  said  "  if  any  white  man  wa"  to  set- 
tle on  it,  then  king  Peter  would  die,  they  would  bury  him,  and 
then  his  women  would  cry  a  plenty."  W'c  did  not  fail  to  place 
in  the  most  favourable  li-^ht  the  advanta£;es  which  our  trade 
would  be  to  him  ;  but  took  good  care,  after  our  former  experi- 
ence, how  we  attempted  to  oppose  their  prejudices,  or  to  ofl'er 
to  their  consideration  any  views  which  they  could  not  fully 
comprehend  .  we  therefore  said  nothing  of  civilizing  or  chris- 
tianizing them  ;  hut  left  this,  hoping  our  future  example  may 
recommend  our  principles  to  their  adoption.  After  sitting 
some  time  in  palaver,  the  king  told  us  he  would  see  his  head 
men,  and  next  morning  he  would  meet  us  again  on  the  beach, 
and  make  a  book  for  the  land.  We  gave  them  our  rum  and 
tobacco,  and  returned  to  our  vessel. 

On  the  13lh,  we  again  went  to  meet  his  majesty.  Wo, 
found  his  head  men  but  no  king  ;  yet  we  sent  oi;  an  express 
for  him.  It  was  not  till  after  some  time  and  several  messages 
had  passed,  that  we  could  get  him  to  meet  us.  After  sitting 
three  hours  in  palaver,  the  unforliniate  subject  of  the  slave- 
trade  w;ls  broached,  and  we  again  broke  up  the  palaver. 

Our  pro:-l)i!Ct  at  this  time  was  v»'ry  dull  ;  we  however  de- 
termined not  to  give  the  sul)ject  up  lightly  ;  and  the  next  day 
went  on  shore  again,  where  the  king  appointed  to  meet  us. 
When  we  got  there,  we  found  neither  king  nor  any  of  his 
head  men.  Our  prospects  now,  were  truly  di-couraging. 
We,  as  we  had  done  before,  sent  oOan  exjiress  lor  him.  He 
sent  word  he  would  not  come,  nor  hi  us  have  any  land,  ll 
then  became  necessary  either  to  go  and  seek  the  king  in  his 
capital,  or  togivf;  up  the  case  as  impracticable,  as  all  jicrsons 
bad  found  it,  who  had  al(en)plid  to  negotiate  for  this  phico 
before.     To  go  *.'•  tlie  town  w;-<  ?o  fihirc  mirselves  «Mitir'dy  in 
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the  power  of  a  nation  who  had  always  been  represented  to 
OS  s*o  savnge  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  land  on  their  shore  with- 
out being  completely  armed.  However,  we  were  deter- 
nvined  to  go  ;  and  were  conducted  by  a  Crooman,  through 
ilark  dismal  ways,  at  one  time  wading  through  the  water,  and 
at  another  wallowmg  through  the  mud ;  passing  through 
thick  and  dark  swamps,  in  narrow  paths,  for  six  or  seven 
miles  into  the  interior.  If  one  of  iis  staid  behind,  the  Croo- 
man would  halloo  to  us  to  "  come  along,  conic  along — the  de- 
vil will  catch  us."  We  at  length  arrived  at  his  majesty's  ca- 
pital. We  were  shown  into  a  palaver  hall,  spread  with  mats, 
to  wait  the  coming  of  the  king.  The  head  men  came  and 
shook  hands  with  us,  and  informed  us  that  he  was  dressing, 
and  would  see  us  in  a  short  time.  They  looked  very  grave, 
and  few  of  them  looked  well  pleased.  After  waiting  about  one 
hour,  the  king  made  his  appearance.  Instead  of  coming  and 
shaking  hands  with  us,  be  went  and  seated  himself  under 
another  palaver  hall.  ?Iis  prime  minister  then  came  and  in- 
vited us  to  go  to  the  king.  He  shook  hands  with  us,  but  look- 
ed very  angry.  I  had  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  night  belbre, 
\hey  had  accused  the  Croomen  of  being  our  friends,  and 
drove  them  all  out  of  town  ;  and  the  poor  fellows,  for  their 
fidelity  to  us,  had  to  go  and  sleep  on  the  beach,  on  the  bare 
sand. 

The  first  word  the  king  said  to  us  was,  "  What  you  want 
that  land  ibr  ?  "  'i'liis  question,  so  often  asked  and  as  often 
answered,  had  again  to  be  explained  to  him.  We  now  Ibund 
that  .imong  the  Croomen  who  had  been  an  board  our  vessel 
the  day  before,  there  was  one  who  had  been  engaged  with  the 
father  of  the  BassA  youth  avc  had  onboard.  This  man  told 
them  «c  had  taken  away  the  king  of  Bassa's  son  and  killed 
him,  and  when  we  got  the  land,  we  should  cut  their  throats 
and  bury  them.  Another  Crooman  saw  some  of  our  colonists 
on  board  and  knew  them  :  this  circumstance  gave  them  to 
understand  we  were  the  people  tvbo  had  been  quirrelling  so 
much  at  Sherbro.  And,  as  if  all  these  things  could  not  throw 
dilhculties  enough  to  try  our  diplomatic  skill,  one  fellow  pre- 
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sented  himself  to  Lieut.  Stockton,  and  told  him  he  was  oui 
of  those  wliom  the  Lieutenant  had  ca|)tured  on  his  last  voj'- 
age,  in  the  Daphne,  and  they  had  recaptured  her  on  their  pas- 
sage home.      'I'hese  circumstances  accounted  for  the  change 
of  conduct  in  tlic  king  and  people.       Our  cause  now  looked 
truly  deplorable.      We  were  unarmed,  in  the  midst  of  a  na- 
tion so  exasperated  against  us.     But  Lieut.  Stockton's  dexte- 
rity at  mixing  flattery  with  a  little  well-timed  threat,  turned 
all  to  our  own  advantage.     When  they  complained  of  his  tak- 
ing the  French  for  trading  with  them  in  slaves,  he  told  them 
his  orders  were  not  to  meddle  with  the  French  or  any  other 
nation  :     that  when  he  saw  tlie  French  vessel,  he  sent. his  boa'; 
to  see  who  she  was  ;    that  they  fired  at  him,  and  when  they 
fought  him,  then  he  whipped  them  and  took  their  vessel  : 
that  he  would  not  sutTer  any  body  to  make  a  fool  of  him  :  and 
now  king  Peter  wanted  to  make  a  fool  of  him  :    that  he  tell 
him,  three  days,  he  would  let  him  have  land,  and  drink  up  his 
rum,  and  take  his  tobacco,  and  now  he  say  shan't  have  any 
land  :    this  was  fooling  him.      I   believe  the   old   king   was 
afraid  of  being  served  as  the  French  vessel  was,  for  he  soon 
came  to,  and  promised  to  call  some  more  kings,  and  meet  us 
on  the  shore  next  morning,  and  make  a  book,  which  was  to 
give  us  the  land. 

Mesuradci  l?ay,  December,  |C. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  given  you  a  circumstantial  ac- 
count of  each  day's  proceedings  while  negotiating  for  the 
land  ;  but  we  have  been  constantly  employed,  and  now  tluv, 
we  have  completed  the  contract,  we  are  in  so  great  a  hurry 
that  1  shall  not  have  time  to  give  you  the  particulars.  J  hope 
you  will  see  Lieut.  Stockton  as  soon  as  possible  ;  he  can  givr 
you  all  the  information  on  the  subject  which  will  bi;  necessary. 

We  have  this  njorning  been  on  shore  and  selected  a  situa- 
tion for  a  town,  and  directed  six  houses  to  be  built  against 
my  return  from  Sierra  Leone  with  the  people. 

I  consider  our  contract  not  only  as  a  triumph  over  savagr 
prejudice,  but  over  Kuropean  negotiation.  For  this  you  arc 
entirely  indebted  to  the  energy,  sagacity,  and  perseverance 
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of  Lieut.  Stockton  "We  hnvc  purchased  a  tract  of  coiinlr'' 
containing  one  million  of  dollars'  worth  of  land,  with  the  best 
harbour  between  Gibraltar  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  an 
Island  containing  nine  houses,  and  six  others  to  be  built  ; 
there  are  excellent  springs  of  water  near  the  site  we  have  se- 
lected for  a  city  ;  and  at  the  pitch  of  the  Cape,  there  is  an 
excellent  place  for  waterins;  ships.  Ail  this  we  have  pur- 
chased in  fee  simple  for  little  more  than  was  stipulated  to  be 
given  for  the  annual  rent  of  l>a<sa,  and  not  amounting  to  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars.  The  Island  at  the  month  of  the 
river  we  have  named  "  Perseverance,"  to  perpetuate  the  long 
and  tedious  palaver  we  had  in  obtaining  it. 

1  am  anxious  to  have  a  large  ship  with  good  accommodations, 
to  lie  in  the  harbour  next  rains,  that  she  may  serve  as  a  hos- 
pital for  the  sick.  In  case  I  get  sick,  I  want  to  run  off  a  mile 
from  the  land,  and  remain  until  1  get  well.  Lieut.  Stockton 
can  give  you  my  views  on  this  subject,  and  his  own,  which  I 
believe  are  similar. 

E.  AYRES. 


dgrecmeut  for  the  Cession  and  Purchase  of  Lands,  entered 
into  betiL'een  the  Agents  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
end  the  King  and  Ilead-inen  of  Cape  Mesurado. 

Know  all  Mex,  That  this  Contract,  made  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  twenty-one,  between  King  Peter,  King 
George,  King  Zoda,  and  King  Long  Peter,  their  Princes  and 
Head-men,  of  the  one  part ;  and  Captain  Robert  F.  Stockton 
md  Eli  Ayres,  of  the  other  part ;  Witnessetm,  That  whereas 
certain  persons  Citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  are 
desirous  to  establish  themselves  on  the  Western  Coast  of 
Alrica,  and  have  invested  Captain  Robert  F.  Stockton  and 
Eli  Ayres  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  and  purchase  from  us 
'.he  said  Kings,  Princes,  and  Head-niti),  certain  Lands,  viz  ; 
Dozoa  Island,  and  also  all  that  portion  of  Land  bounded  north 
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and  west  by  the  All.iDtic  ocean,  and  on  tlie  south  and  east  b\ 
a  line  drawn  in  a  south-east  direction  from  the  north  of  Mesu- 
rado  river,  We,  the  said  Kings,  I'rinces,  and  Head-men,  be- 
ing fully  convinced  of  the  Pacific  and  just  views  of  the  said  Ci- 
tizens of  America,  and  being  desirous  to  reciprocate  the 
friendshi|)  and  aflection  expressed  for  us  and  our  people.  Do 
HEREBY,  in  consideration  of  so  much  paid  in  hand,  viz  :  Six 
muskets,  one  box  Beads,  two  hogsheads  Tobacco,  one  cask 
Gunpowder,  six  bars  Iron,  ten  iron  Pots,  one  dozen  Knives 
and  Forks,  one  dozen  Spoons,  six  pieces  blue  Baft,  four  Hats, 
three  Coats,  three  pair  Shoes,  one  box  Pipes,  one  keg  Nails, 
twenty  Looking-glasses,  three  pieces  Handkerchiefs,  three 
pieces  Calico,  three  Canes,  four  Unjbrellas,  one  box  Soap, 
one  barrel  Rum  ;  And  to  be  paid,  the  following:  three  casks 
Tobacco,  one  box  Pipes,  three  barrels  Rum,  twelve  pieces 
Cloth,  six  bars  Iron,  one  box  Beads,  fifty  Knives,  twenty 
Looking-glasses,  ten  iron  Pots  different  sizes,  twelve  Guns, 
three  barrels  Gunpowder,  one  dozen  Plates,  one  dozen  Knives 
and  Forks,  twenty  Hats,  five  casks  Beef,  five  barrels  Pork, 
ten  barrels  Biscuit,  twelve  Decanters,  twelve  glass  Tumblers, 
and  fifty  Shoes,  For  ever  Cede  and  Relinquish  the  above 
described  Lands,  with  all  thereto  appertaining  or  belonging, 
or  reputed  so  to  belong,  to  Captain  Robert  F.  Stockton  and 
Eli  Ayres,  To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  Premises,  for  the 
use  of  these  said  Citizens  of  America.  And  We,  the  said 
Kings,  and  Princes,  and  Head-men,  do  further  pledge  our- 
selves that  we  are  the  lawful  owners  of  tlie  above  described 
Land,  without  manner  of  condition,  limitation,  or  other  mai- 

ter. 

The  contracting  Parties  pledge  themselves  to  live  in  peace 
and  friendship  forever  ;  and  do  further  contract,  not  to  make 
war,  or  otherwise  molest  or  disturb  each  other. 

We,  the  Kings,  Princes,  and  Head-men,  for  a  proper  con- 
sideration by  us  received,  do  further  agree  to  build  for  the 
use  of  the  said  Citizens  of  America,  six  large  houses,  on  any 
place  selected  bv  tluni  uilliin  tlie  above  il»»»riibed  tract  f  ' 
reded  land. 
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In  "VViTNLSs  whereof,  (he  said  Kings,  Prince?,  ami  Ilead^ 
men,  of  the  one  part ;    and  Captain  Robert  Stockton  and  Eli 
Ayes,  of  ihe  other  part ;    do  set  their  hand?  to  tlris  Cove- 
nant, on  the  day  and  3'ear  above  written. 
(  Signed  ) 

King  Peter,  ><<  his  mark. 

King  George,  ^  his  mark. 

King  Zoda,  x  '''S  mark. 

King  Lons;  Peter,  ><j  his  mark. 

King  Governor,  y>^  his  mark. 

King  Jinmiy,  x;  his  mark. 


^  Signed  ) 


Witness,  (  Signed  ) 

John  S.  Mill, 
•Tohn  Craig. 


Captain  Robert  F.  Stockton. 
Eli  Ayve<,  M.  D. 


Agreement  Zi-iih  J.  H.  Mill. 

I  HEUEBV  CoxTRACT,  for  the  consiileralion  oi'one  barrel  of 
Rnm,  one  tierce  of  Tobacco,  one  barrel  of  Bread,  one  barrel 
of  Beef,  one  barrel  of  Pork,  and  one  piece  of  trade  Cloth,  to 
give  to  Captain  R.  F.  Stockton  and  Eli  -Ayres,  all  my  right  and 
title  to  the  Houses  situated  on  the  Land  bought  by  them  on 
Cape  \Iesurado. 

In  Witness  whereof,  I  have  herecnto  signed  my  name,  on 
this  sixteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
twenty-one. 

(  Signed  )  JOl^  S.  MILL 

Witness,  (  Signed  ) 

Charles  Carey,  ^  his  mark. 
William  Rodgers,  ><;  his  mark. 

Wt  promise  to  present  to  Charles  Carey,  one  Coat. 

(  Signed  )  R.  F.  STOCKTOIS;; 

ELI  AYRES. 


United  Slates' i^cliooiier  Alligator,  Mesurado,  wrst  const  of  Afiica, 

Dcccnibpr  Ki,  1821. 

I  am  anxious  that  this  letter  may  be  conveyed  to  you  by 
the  tiist  opportunity,  and  take  the  earliest  moment  to  enclose 
copies  ofthe  wriili.n  instrunuMits,  whicli  were  signed  yester- 
day and  to  day  ;  by  which  a  tract  oi"  lami  antl  some  houses  at 
Cape  Mesurndo,  have  been  ceded  to  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  ;  and  also  a  bird's-eye  view  ot  the  harbour,  Lc. 

I  hope  30U  will  perceive  by  these  documents,  (though  I 
must  confess  they  are  impertectly  executed,)  the  advantajfes 
that  may  reasonably  be  cx|)ected  i'roin  a  situation  which  has 
been  for  many  years,  (if  historical  report  bo  true,)  anxiously 
wished  by  many  nations.  I  have  read  and  heard  so  many 
contradictory  and  disgusting  accounts  of  various  plans  on  the 
coast,  that,  in  fact,  I  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the  safety  of  en- 
larging with  regard  to  i\lesurado  ;  but  would  rather  that  pro- 
per measures,  great  exertion,  and  reasonable  time,  should 
show  whether  I  have  been  mistaken,  or  whether  your  agent 
has  been  either  infatuated  or  deceived.  It  is,  indeed,  unne- 
cessary to  do  so,  if  you  are  cotuinced  of  my  sincerity,  and  be 
lieve  in  the  sincerity  of  my  views  in  lending  my  assist- 
ance to  you  ;  particularly,  as  you  will  doubtless  receive  all 
intelligence,  on  that  sul>ject,  from  your  zealous  and  worthy 
agent  ;  or  to  attempt  to  excuse  myself  lor  not  having  advised 
a  negotiation  for  liissao  Axim,  or  some  one  of  the  places 
which  have  been  so  strongly  recommended.  I  will  be  con- 
tent to  say,  tiiat  procrastination  and  perfidy  had  already  done 
too  much  mischief,  to  allow  me  to  practise  the  one,  or  to  give 
an  opportunity  for  tin-  other  to  \u'.  |)r,i(.ti.-,»d  ni)on  me.  I  re- 
ceived the  best  inturm.ilion  tlial  my  own  examination  of  the 
coast  could  give.  I  believed  that  thert-  was  no  spot  more  eli- 
gible than  this  of  Mesuiado  ;  and  advisfd  immediate  contract, 
payment,  and  possession. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  however,  and  pt  rhaps  it  is  i\nQ  to  you, 
that  sonie  more  positive  reason  slionld  lie  lmvimi  titr  not  hav 
ing  examined  Axim  ;  u[»on  which  situation  soim-  of  your  friends 
have  lavished  so  many  eticojniuujs.     First,  then — the  Kn^li^h 
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interest,  which  is  extensively  spreading  itself  on  the  coast  ot 
Africa,  has  never,  us  far  as  I  have  boen  enabled  to  inform  my- 
self, been  exerted  to  obtain  it.  Another,  they  have  given 
up  the  fort  at  Cape  Appolonia,  which  is  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  Axim.  1  had  other  objections  to  wasting  time  at  that 
phice,  when  it  shall  be  necessjiry  to  state  them.  Kut  I  ac- 
knowledge these  were,  and  are  satisfactory  to  me  witli  my 
present  notions,  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  England  on  this 
coast.  Nor  do  I  know  that  I  am  hazarding  much,  but  think 
I  am  entitled  to  say,  that,  in  the  progress  of  a  few  years,  our 
Indiamen  will  not  be  necessitated  to  call  at  the  Cape  Verde 
Islands  for  water,  provisions,  or  a  departure,  at  the  risk  of  be- 
ing fired  into,  as  they  will  be  enabled  to  procure  all  those  ne- 
cessaries at  Mesurado,  (if  I  am  not  wrong,)  on  more  reason- 
able, certainly  on  more  friendly  terms. 

To  multiply  words  for  3  our  instruction  might  be  offensive, 
as  well  as  a  wanton  exposure  of  my  own  weakness,  wherefore, 
Gentlemen,  I  vvill  not  now  suggest,  cithor  what  I  think  will  be 
best  to  facilitate  the  permanent  interests  of  the  Society,  or 
what  ought  to  be  immediately  accomplished,  to  secure  the  ad- 
vantages already  obtained.  I  will  simply  urge,  (for  which  I 
presume  I  may  expect  your  forgiveness)  that  if  we  were  al- 
lowed to  look  into,  and  examine  those  events,  which  carrv 
with  themselves  the  evidences  of  supernatural  agency,  we 
would  find,  I  doubt  not,  that  all  the  distresses  which  have 
grown  to  this  Institution,  whether  from  sources  which  have 
drawn  forth  the  tear  of  anguish,  or  from  the  more  unimport- 
ant causes  of  despondency  and  vexation,  have  been  hallowed 
by  infinite  wisdom  ;  and  that  from  them  we  derive  reasonable 
and  strong  grounds  for  future  hope,  that  the  five  ensuing 
months  are  of  infinite  importance  to  you  ;  and  that  during  the 
progress  of  that  time,  the  fate  of  your  colony  will  be  decided. 
,  As  the  Government  is  not  at  all  concerned  in  your  plans 
of  Colonization,  it  would  not  be  a  proper  subject  of  commu- 
nication from  me  to  the  honourable  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
but  believing  that  the  slave-trade,  (in  the  destruction  of 
which  the  Nation  as  well  as  the  Government  are  so   sin- 
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ceroly  and  zealously  enn;ngofl,)  lias  received,  by  the  pur- 
chase you  have  made  at  3Ie.siirado,  a  I'.ital  blow  ;  under 
which  it  may  indeed  linger  some  time,  hut  must  eventnally 
cx|)iro  ;  and  bt-ing  persuaded  ot'  his  phihmthropy  and  be- 
nevolence, and  that  it  will  give  him  personally  mucli  plea- 
sure to  hear  of  your  success  ;  allow  me  to  ask  you  to  present 
to  him  the  papers  accompanying  this  letter.* 

You  have  been  too  often  disappointed  in  listening  to  the 
pleasing  voice  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  that  I  have  been  afraid 
to  rejoice  with  you  on  your  future  prospects,  and  have  curb- 
ed the  natural  current  of  my  own  feelings  to  prevent  a  recur- 
rence of  similar  circumstances.  1  cannot  refrain,  however, 
from  saying,  that  now  is  the  moment.  Let  christians,  and  all 
the  friends  of  humanity,  join  heart,  and  hand,  ami  purse  ;  let 
experience,  and  wise  counsellors,  direct  ;  youth,  energy,  and 
integrity,  execute  ;  all  did'iculties  must  vanish  :  and  my  saga- 
city on  it,  that  the  Colony,  founded  on  North  American  hu- 
manity and  liberalit}'.  will  not  be  second  to  any  in  its  contribu- 
tions to  the  happiness  of  man,  and  the  glory  of  our  God. 

With  the  hope  that  all  my  actions  will  show  how  much  I 
have  had  at  heart  the  public  good  ;  and  a  wish  to  approve,  as 
well  as  to  express  myself  your  friend, 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  ser\'ant, 

R.  F.  STOCKTON, 

•  The  first  act  of  ilie  new  order  of  things  at  Mesurado  was,  to  ilc- 
clare  that  the  slave-trade  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature  ;  and  a  vio- 
lation of  "jus  gentium  :''  that  all  pcrnons,  native  born,  or  foreif;ners  so 
engaged,  should  he  considered  ^' fioftrs  humani  generis,''*  and  if  prose- 
cuted and  convicted  in  oxir  high  Co>t'  of  ^dlIliralty,  thoiild  be  canitall" 
condpain^d  and  pnniphod 
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^^atcineut  of  the  ta^c,  and  Extract  from  the  Opinion  of  Jvdg«. 
Stmy,  ou  the  Trial  in  the  Circuit  Court  at  Boston,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1021,  of  the  French  ship  La  Jeune  Eugenie. 

Pv  an  act  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  2d  of  March,  1807,  the  importation  of  any  staves  into  any 
j>ortof  the  United  States  was  prohibited  after  the  1st  of  June, 
1803;  the  time  limited  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  beyond  which  slaves  could  not  be  imported.  By  this 
act  the  President  was  also  authorized  to  employ  armed  ves- 
sels to  cruise  on  anj  part  of  the  coast,  where  he  mij^ht  jud^c 
attempts  would  be  made  to  violate  the  act,  and  to  instruct  tlie 
commanders  of  armed  vessels  to  seize,  and  to  bring  in,  vessels, 
found  on  the  high  seas,  contravening  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  Previous  acts  had  been  passed  to  prevent  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  from  being  engaged  in  the  transportation 
of  slaves  from  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  to  any  foreign  port. 

By  an  act  passed  on  the  20th  of  Apri!,  1818,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  it  is  provided,  among  other  things,  that  in  all  j)rose- 
cutions  under  this  act,  the  defendant  shall  be  holden  to  prove, 
that  the  negro,  &c.  which  he  shall  be  charged  with  having 
brought  into  the  United  States,  or  with  purchasing,  holding, 
selliug,  &c.  was  brought  into  the  United  Slates,  at  least  five 
years  previous  to  the  prosecution,  or  was  not  brought  in, 
holden,  purchased,  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  contrary  to  (he 
provisions  of  this  act. 

By  an  act  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  the  power  of 
employing  the  armed  ships  of  United  States,  to  seize  and 
bring  into  port  any  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave-trade  by  citi- 
zens or  residents  of  the  United  States,  uas  continued  in  the 
President.  And  by  this  act  such  vessfl-,  together  with  the 
goods  and  effects  on  board,  are  to  be  forfeited  and  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  to  be  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is  provided 
by  law  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  t  iken  from  an  enemy, 
and  the  officers  and  crew  to  undergo  the  punishment  inflicted 
by  previous  acts. 
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i^ii  llie  ir>thofM^y,  lo20,  it  was  fmtlicr  enacted,  thitt  ii 
any  citi/.oii  ot'tlio  I'liited  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  shij)'^« 
fconipanv  of  any  foreii^n  sliip  or  vessel,  engaged  in  the  slave- 
trade,  or  any  person  u  hatevcr,  being  of  the  rrew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  sliip  or  ve«isel  owned  in  the  whole,  or  in  jKirt, 
or  navigated  tor,  or  in  belialf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  shall  land  from  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
and  on  any  foreign  shore,  seize  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  service  or  labour,  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States 
or  Territories  of  the  ll^nitod  States,  with  intent  to  n'.ake  such 
negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall  decoy  or  forcibly  bring,  or 
carry,  or  shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto,  on  board  any 
such  ship  or  vessel  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  citizen  or 
person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and  on  conviction  shall 
suffer  death. 

Under  the  authority  of  these  acts,  nnd  for  the  purpose  of 
more  effectually  enforcing  the  provisions  of  them,  the  public 
armed  schooner  Alligator,  commanded  by  Robert  F.  Stockton, 
Esq.  was  sent,  among  other  vessels,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  early  in  the  year  1821.  On  the  17th  ci'  May  last. 
Captain  Stockton  fell  in  with  the  schooner  La  Jeune  Eugenie, 
at  Galenas,  near  Cape  Mount,  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
and  captured  her  on  the  suspicion  of  her  being  engaged  in 
the  slave-trade  ;  she  at  that  time  bearing  the  French  flag,  and 
having  French  papers.  She  was  brought  under  the  charge 
of  a  prize  master,  into  the  port  of  Boston,  and  libelled  at  the 
September  Term  of  the  District  Court  next  following,  as  an 
American  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave-trade. 

All  the  regular  ship's  papers,  and  other  documents  relating 
to  the  cargo,  were  found  on  board  of  her.  And  it  appeared 
from  her  regist»;r  that  she  w;ts  owned  by  Messrs.  Kaibaud  and 
Labatut,  residents  at  Basseterre  in  (Juadaloupe,  but  was  built 
in  the  United  States.  It  also  ajjpeared  in  evidence  that  sl.e 
Tvas  fitted  out  at  Basseterre  in  the  month  of  February  next 
preceding  her  capture  ;  sailed  from  there,  sometime  in  the 
same  month,  to  St.  Thomas,  and  fiom  thence  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  procuring  palm  oil  an*! 
other  products  of  Africa. 


Wm.  M'Kenn,  a  mi(?>hipman  on  board  of  the  Alligator,  and 
the  (irizc  master  who  broii£^ht  the  Eugenie  into  the  port  of 
Bo?;ton.  deposed  that  the  Eugenie  had  a  moveable  deck,  that 
her  main  hatch'Aay  was  very  large,  and  grated  with  three  iron 
bars,  that  the  water  on  board  was  sufficient  to  supply  two 
hundred  men  for  a  month.  And  her  provisions,  including 
rice,  enoutrh  for  her  crew  for  a  twelvemonth. 

Joseph  Dickson,  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Alligator,  de- 
posed, that  the  Eugenie  had  a  crew  of  nineteen  persons,  in- 
cluding boys;  some  of  them  Spaniards  and  some  Italians,  that 
she  had  a  large  supply  of  provisions  sulficient  for  her  crew 
for  live  months,  and  a  number  of  handcuffs  and  fetters. 

It  was  also  in  evidence  that  there  was  a  surgeon  attached  to 
the  vessel,  and  a  supply  of  medicines  on  board. 

Henry  Henderson,  a  seaman  belonging  to  another  vessel  on 
the  coast,  which  was  also  captured  by  the  Alligator,  deposed, 
that  he  was  on  shore  at  a  place  called  the  Factory,  four  and  a 
half  days,  in  company  with  the  Captain  of  the  Eugenie.  And 
that  he  understood  that  the  Eugenie  was  then  after  a  cargo  of 
slaves.  That  the  Captain  had  then  procured  twenty  or  more, 
and  said  that  he  should  have  all  the  slaves  ready  in  twenty 
days  ;  and  Henderson  further  deposed,  that  he  was  told  by  the 
owner  of  the  Factory,  that  the  Captain  of  the  Eugenie  was  to 
Lave  250  or  300  slaves.  And  that  he  also  heard  the  king's 
aon  say  the  same  thing. 

All  the  seamen  belonging  to  ihe  crew  of  the  Eugenie,  who 
were  examined,  deposed,  that  they  had  no  reason  whatever 
10  suppose  that  the  vessel  was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

A  claim  was  entered  by  the  Chevalier  de  Valnais,  the 
French  consul,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Eugenie,  and 
also  a  protest  against  the  seizure  and  judicial  proceedings,  on 
behalf  of  the  French  Government.  A  claim  for  restoration 
of  the  vessel,  and  damages  for  her  seizure  and  detention  was 
also  made  by  M.  Alleye  de  Billon,  the  attorney  and  agents 
of  the  owners,  Messrs,  Raibaud  and  Labatut. 

A  pro  forma  decree  in  favour  of  the  claimants  was  render- 
ed in  the  District  Court,  and  the  case  brought  up  by  appeal  to 
^he  Circuit  Court  at  the  last  October  Term. 
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The  libel  coiitninctl  two  counts.  Tlu'  Fi7-st  alleged  that  the 
£ugenie  wa^,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  a  vedsel  of  the  United 
States,  seized  for  a  contravention  ol"  the  acts  of  the  United 
States  prohibiting  the  slave  trade.  The  Second  alleged  (hat 
the  Eugenic  was  captured  as  a  prize,  and,  at  the  time  of 
seizure,  was  concerned  and  employed  in  the  slave-trade, 
without  alleging  to  what  nation  she  belonged. 

[/«  the  Circuit  Court  the  cause  was  argued,  and  the  following 
is  an  extract  from  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Chief  Justice  ] 

Having  adverted  to  these  preliminary  considerations,  I  thay 
now  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  tlie  great  points  in  contro- 
versy. 

And  the  first  question  naturally  arising  out  of  the  asserted 
facts,  is,  whether  the  African  Slave-Trade  be  prohibited  by 
the  law  of  nations  ;  for  if  it  be  so,  it  will  not,  I  presume,  be 
denied,  that  contiscation  of  the  pro|)erty  ought  to  follow  ;  for 
that  is  the  proper  penalty  denounced  by  that  law  for  any  vio- 
lation of  its  precepts  ;  and  the  same  reasons,  which  enforce 
that  penalty  ordinarily,  apply  with  equal  force  to  employment 
in  this  trade.* 

I  shall  take  up  no  time  in  the  examination  of  the  history 
of  slavery,  or  of  the  question,  how  far  it  is  consistent  With 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind.  That  it  may  have  a  lawful 
existencf ,  at  least  by  way  of  punishment  for  crimes,  will  not 
be  doubted  by  any  persons  who  admit  the  general  right  of 
society  to  enforce  the  observance  of  its  laws,  by  adequate 
penalties.  That  it  has  existed  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  and 
has  been  tolerated  by  some,  encouraged  by  others,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  most,  of  the  enlightened  and  civilized  nations  of 
the  earth,  in  former  ages,  admits  of  no  reasonable  question. 
That  it  has  interwoven  itself  into  the  municipal  institutions  of 
some  countries,  and  forms  the  foundation  of  large  masses  of 
property  in  a  portion  of  our  own  country,  is  known  to  all  of 
«s.     Sitting,  therefore,  in  an  Americaii  court  of  judicature,  I 

•  The  Fortuna.  1  Dol.sou  H.  81.  .Madrar.o  v.  Willes,  3  Barn.  anA 
AlH.  35.S. 
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■ju  not  peniiiiieil  to  Jony,  that  unJer  some  circumstances  if 
miiy  have  a  lawful  existence  ;  and  that  the  practice  may  be 
justitied  by  the  condition  or  wants  of  society,  or  may  form  a 
part  of  the  domestic  policy  of  a  nation.  It  would  be  unbe- 
coming in  me,  here  to  assert,  that  the  state  of  slavery  can- 
not have  a  legitimate  existence,  or  that  it  stands  condemned 
by  the  unequivocal  testimony  of  the  law  of  nations. 

But  this  concession  carries  us  but  a  very  short  distance 
towards  the  decision  of  this  cause.  It  is  not,  as  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  government  have  justly  stated,  on  account  of 
the  simj)le  fact  that  the  traflkli  necessarily  involves  the  en- 
slavt^ment  of  human  beings,  that  it  stands  reprehended  by 
the  present  sense  of  nations  ;  but  that  it  necessarily  carries 
with  it  a  breach  of  all  the  moral  duties,  of  all  the  maxims  of 
justice,  mercy,  and  humanity,  and  of  the  admitted  rights, 
which  independent  christian  nations  now  hold  sacred  in  their 
intercourse  with  each  other.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  the  ordi- 
nary, nay,  necessary  course  of  this  trade  ?  It  begins  in  cor- 
ruption, and  plunder,  and  kidnapping.  It  creates  and  stimu- 
lates unholy  wars,  for  the  purpose  of  making  captives.  It 
desolates  whole  villages  and  provinces,  for  the  purpose  of 
seizing  the  young,  the  feeble,  the  defenceless  anil  the  inno- 
cent. It  breaks  down  all  the  ties  of  parent,  and  children,  and 
family,  and  country.  It  shuts  up  all  sympathy  for  human  suf- 
fering and  sorrows.  It  manacles  the  inotfensive  females,  and 
the  starving  infants.  It  forces  the  brave  to  untimely  death, 
in  defence  of  their  humble  homes  and  firesides,  or  drives 
them  to  despair  and  self  immolation.  It  stirs  up  the  worst 
passions  of  the  human  soul,  darkening  the  spirit  of  revenge, 
sharpening  the  greediness  of  avarice,  brutalizing  the  seltish, 
envenoming  the  cruel,  famishing  the  weak,  and  crushing  to 
death  the  broken-hearted.  This  is  but  the  beginning  of  the 
evils.  Before  the  unhappy  captives  arrive  at  the  destined 
market,  where  the  traflick  ends,  one  quarter  part  at  least,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  events,  perish  in  cold  blood,  underthe 
inhuman  or  thoughtless  treatment  of  their  oppressors. 

Strong  as  these  expressions  may  seem,  and  dark  as  is  the 
colouring  of  this  statement,  it  is  thort  of  the  real  calamities 
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inflicted  by  this  traffick.  All  [ho,  wars  that  have  desolated 
iVfrica  tor  the  last  three  centuries,  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  slave-trade.  The  blood  ot'  thousands  ol'  her  miserable 
children  has  stained  her  shores,  or  (juenched  the  dyins^-  em- 
bers of  her  desolated  towns,  to  glut  the  appetite  of  slave 
dealers.  The  ocean  has  received  in  its  deep  and  silent  bosom 
thousands  more,  who  have  perished  iVom  disease  and  want, 
during  their  passage  from  their  native  homes  to  the  foreign 
colonies.  I  speak  not  iVom  va^ue  rumours,  or  idle  tales,  but 
from  authentic  documents,  and  the  known  historical  det-^ils  of 
the  tratlick — a  trathck  that  carries  away  at  least  fifty  thousand 
persons  annually,  tVom  their  homes  and  their  families,  and 
breaks  the  hearts,  and  buries  the  hopes,  and  eiftinguishes  the 
happiness  of  more  than  double  that  number.*  "  There  is," 
as  one  of  the  greatest  of  modern  statesmen  has  declared, 
"  something  of  horror  in  it  that  surpasses  all  the  bounds  of 
imagination."'  t 

It  is  of  this  traflick,  thus  carried  on,  and  necessarily  carried 
on,  beginning  in  lawless  wars,  and  rapine,  and  kidnapping,  and 
ending  in  disease,  and  death,  and  slavery — it  is  of  this  traf- 
fick, in  the  aggregate  of  its  accumulated  wrongs,  that  1  would 
ask,  if  it  be  consistent  with  the  law  of  nations  ?  It  is  not  by 
breaking  up  the  elements  of  the  case  into  fragments,  and  de- 
taching them  one  Irom  another,  that  wc  are  to  be  asked  of 
each  separately,  it  the  law  of  nations  prohibits  it.  We  are 
not  to  be  tolu  that  vvar  is  lawful,  and  slavery  lawful,  antl  plun- 
der lawful,  and  the  taking  away  of  life  is  lawful,  aiu|  the  sel- 
ling of  human  beings  is  lawful.  Assuming  that  they  are  so 
under  circumstances,  it  establishes  nothing.  It  does  not  ad- 
vance one  jot  to  the  support  of  the  proposition,  that  a  tral- 
fick,  that  involves  them  all,  that  is  unnecessary,  unjust,  and 
inhuman,  is  countenanced  by  the  eternal  law  of  nature,  on 
which  rests  the  law  of  nations, 

Now  the  law  of  nations  may  be  deduced,  lirst,  from  (he  ge- 
neral principles  of  right  and  justice,  applied  to  the  concerns 

*   Seo  Slate  Papers  of  Cfinori'ss,  f<if    1821.       Rfporl   cmi  tin-   ^la\»; 

Trade,  9ih  I'ebruary,  lU'il,  p.  51). 

■f  Mr.  Pitt's  .'jp./ecli  on  tlie  Slrvv.;-Tia'l-.  in  17'>2 
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ji  inilividuals,  and  thence  to  llie  relations  and  dutirs  of  na- 
tions ;  or  secondly,  in  thin:^«  indifferent  or  questionihic,  frooj 
the  customary  observances  and  reco<;nitions  of  civilized  na- 
tions ;  or,  lastly,  from  the  conventional  or  positive  law,  that 
regulates  the  intercourse  between  states.  What,  therefore, 
the  law  of  nations  is,  does  not  rest  upon  mere  theory,  but  may 
be  considered  as  modified  by  the  practice,  or  ascertained  by 
the  treaties  of  nations  at  different  periods.  It  does  not  fol- 
low, therefore,  that  because  a  principle  cannot  be  found  set- 
tled by  the  consent  or  practice  of  nations  at  one  time,  it  is  to 
be  concluded,  that  at  no  subsequent  period  the  principle  can 
be  considered  as  incorporated  into  the  public  code  of  nations. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  admitted,  that  no  principle  belongs  t'>  the  law 
of  nations,  which  is  not  universally  recognised,  as  such,  by  all 
civilized  communities,  or  even  by  those  constituting,  what  may 
be  called  the  Christian  states  of  Europe.  Some  doctrines, 
which  we,  as  well  as  great  Britain,  admit  to  belong  to  the  law 
of  nations,  are  of  but  recent  origin  and  application,  and  liave 
not,  as  yet  received  any  public  or  general  sanction  in  other 
nations;  and  yet  they  are  founded  in  such  a  just  view  of  the 
the  duties  and  rights  of  nations,  belligerent  and  neutral,  that 
we  have  not  hesitated  to  enforce  them,  by  the  penalty  of  con- 
fiscation. There  are  other  doctrines,  again,  which  have  met 
the  decided  hostility  of  some  of  the  European  states,  enlight- 
ened as  well  as  powerful,  such  as  the  right  of  search,  and  the 
rule,  that  free  ships  do  not  make  free  goods  ;  which,  never- 
theless, both  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates  maintain,  and 
in  my  judgment,  with  unanswerable  arguments,  as  settled  rules 
in  the  Law  of  Prize,  and  scruple  not  to  apply  them  to  the 
ships  of  all  other  nations.  And  yet,  if  the  general  custom 
of  nations  in  modern  times,  or  even  in  the  present  age,  re- 
cognised an  opposite  doctrine,  it  could  not,  perhaps,  be  affirm- 
ed, that  that  practice  did  not  constitute  a  part,  or  at  least  a  mo- 
dification, of  the  law  of  nations. 

But  I  think  it  may  be  unequivocally  affirmed,  that  every 
doctrine,  that  ma\  be  fairl}  deduced  by  corict  reasoning 
from  the  rights  and  duties  of  nations,  and  the  nature  of  moral 
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ublic;ation,  may  theoretically  be  said  to  exist  in  the  law  of  na- 
tion* ;  ar)il  unless  it  be  relaxed  or  waved  by  the  consent  of  na- 
tions, which  may  be  evidenced  by  their  general  practice  and 
customs,  it  may  be  enforced  by  a  court  of  justice,  whenever 
it  arises  in  judj^ment.  And  1  may  t^  ■  farther  and  say,  that  no 
practice  whatsoever  can  obliterate  the  Vnndainental  dislincMon 
between  right  and  wrong,  and  that  every  nation  is  at  liberty 
to  apply  to  another  the  correct  principle,  whenever  both  na- 
tions, by  their  public  acts  recede  from  such  practice,  and  ad- 
mit the  injustice  or  cruelty  of  it. 

Now,  in  respect  to  the  AtVican  slave-trade,  such  as  it  has 
been  described  to  be,  and  in  tact  is,  in  its  oriyin,  progress, 
and  consummation,  it  cannot  admit  of  serious  question,  that  it 
is  founded  in  a  violation  of  some  of  the  first  principles,  which 
ought  to  govern  nations.  It  is  rep'ignant  to  the  great  princi- 
ples of  christian  duty,  the  dictates  of  natural  religion,  the  obli- 
gations of  good  faith  and  morality,  and  the  eternal  maxims  of 
social  justice.  When  any  trade  can  be  said  to  have  these  m- 
gredients,  it  is  impossible  that  it  can  be  consistent  with  any 
system  of  law,  that  purports  to  rest  on  the  authority  of  rctison 
or  revelation.  And  it  is  sulTicient  to  stamp  any  trade  iis  inter- 
dicted by  public  law,  when  it  can  be  justly  affirmed,  that  it  is 
repugnant  to  the  general  principles  of  justice  and  humanity. 

Now,  there  is  scarcely  a  single  maritime  nation  of  Europe, 
that  has  not,  in  the  most  significant  terms,  in  the  most  deliber- 
ate and  solemn  conferences,  acts,  or  treaties,  acknowledged 
the  injustice  and  iidiumanity  of  this  trade;  and  pledged  itself 
to  promote  its  abolition.  I  need  scarcely  advert  to  the  con- 
ferences at  V^ienna,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  at  London,  on  thin; 
mteresting  subject,  as  they  have  beun  cited  at  the  argument 
of  this  cause,  and  authenticated  by  our  own  (Jovernnieiit,  to 
show,  what  may  be  emphatically  called  tiie  sense  of  Europe 
upon  this  point.  France,  in  p.irticiilar,  at  the  conferences  at 
V  ienna,  IBlo,  engaged  to  use  '  all  llu;  means  at  her  di-(>()-.al, 
and  to  act  in  the  eiiiploynient  of  tliese  means,  with  all  the  zeal 
and  perseverance  due  to  so  grerjl  and  noble  a  cause."  [the 
'ibolition  of  the  slave-trade. j     And  uccordmgly,   in  the  lrf;alr 
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ol' peace  belween  her  and  Great  Britain,  France,  expressing 
her  concurrence,  without  reserve,  in  the  sentiments  of  his 
Brilunnic  majesty  with  respect  to  this  traflick,  admits  it  to  ha 
"  repuunant  to  the  principles  of  natural  justice,  and  of  the  en- 
lightened age  in  whicii  we  live  ;"  and,  at  a  short  period  after- 
wards, the  Government  of  France  informed  the  British  Go- 
vernment, that  it  had  "  issued  directions  in  order,  that  on  the 
pari  ot  France  the  traflick  in  slaves  may  cease  from  the  pre- 
sent every  where  and  for  ever.''  The  conduct  and  opinions 
of  great  Britain,  honourably  and  zealously,  and  1  may  add, 
honestly,  as  she  has  been  engaged  in  promoting  the  universal 
abolition  of  the  trade,  are  too  notorious  to  require  a  pointed 
enumeration.  She  has,  through  her  Parliament,  expre^ised 
her  abhorrence  of  the  trade  in  the  most  marked  terms,  as  re- 
pugnant to  justice  and  humanity  ;  she  has  punished  it  as  a  fe- 
lony, when  carried  on  by  her  subjects  ;  and  she  has  recognised 
through  her  judicial  tribunals  the  doctrine,  that  it  is  repug- 
nant to  tlie  law  of  nations.  Our  own  country,  too,  has  fjrmly 
and  earnestly  pressed  forward  in  the  same  career.  The  trade 
has  been  reprobated  and  punished,  as  far  as  our  authority  ex- 
tended, from  a  very  early  period  of  the  Government  ;  and  by 
a  very  recent  statute,  to  mark  at  once  its  infamy  and  rej)ug- 
nance  to  the  law  of  nations,  it  has  been  raised  in  the  catalogue 
of  public  crimes,  to  the  bad  eminence  of  piracy.  1  think, 
therefore,  that  I  am  justified  in  saying,  that  at  the  present  mo- 
inent  the  tratfick  is  vindicated  by  no  nation,  and  is  admitted  by 
almost  all  commercial  nations  as  incurably  unjust  and  inhuman. 
It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  in  an  American  court  of  judi- 
cature, 1  am  bound  to  consider  the  trade  an  olfence  against  the 
universal  law  of  society,  and  in  all  cases  where  it  is  not  pro- 
tected by  a  foreign  government,  to  deal  with  it  as  an  ofTcnce 
carrying  with  it  the  penalty  of  contiscation. 

And  I  cannot  but  think,  notwithstanding  the  assertion  at  the 
bar  to  the  contrary,  that  this  doctrine  is  neither  novel  nor 
alarming  That  it  stands  on  principles  of  sound  sense  and 
general  policy,  and,  above  all,  of  moral  justice.  And  i  con- 
fess, that  1  should  be  somewhat  startled,  if  any  nation,  sincere- 
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ly  aiiKioiio  lor  the  abolition,  and  oarncst  in  its  duly,  bhould  ••• 
lerposo  its  intliUMict'  to  arr(>-t  its  iiiiivorsal  adojttion. 

There  is  an  ol)jection  uri;od  ui^ainst  the  the  doctrine  which 
IS  hero  asserted,  that  ought  not  to  l»e  passed  over  in  silence  ; 
and  that  is,  th.it  if  the  AlVicaii  >lave-trade  is  repugnant  to  the 
hiw  ot' nations,  no  nation  can  liiijlitly  permit  its  suhjects  to  car- 
ry it  on,  or  exempt  thrni  from  the  oheiliencc  to  tliat  law  ;  for 
it  is  sail],  that  no  nation  can  privilege  itself  to  commit  a  crime 
against  the  law  of  nations  by  a  mere  municipal  regulation  of 
its  own.  In  a  sense  the  proposition  is  true,  but  not  universal- 
ly so.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  inlringe  the  law  of  nations, 
so  as  thereby  to  produce  an  injury  to  any  other  nation.  But 
if  it  does,  this  is  understood  to  be  an  injury,  not  against  all 
nations,  which  all  are  bound  or  [)ermitted  to  redress;  but 
which  concerns  alone  the  nation  injured.  The  independence 
of  nations  guarantees  to  each  the  right  of  guarding  its  own 
honour,  and  the  morals  and  interests  of  its  own  subjects.  No 
OHC  has  a  right  to  sit  in  judgment  generally  upon  the  actions 
of  another  ;  at  least  to  the  extent  of  compelling  its  adherence 
to  all  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity  in  its  domestic 
concerns.  If  a  nation  were  to  violate,  as  to  its  own  subjects, 
in  its  domestic  regulation,  the  clearest  principles  of  public  law, 
I  do  not  know  that  that  law  has  ever  held  them  amenable  to 
the  tribunals  of  other  nations  for  such  conduct.  It  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  equality  and  sovereignty  of  nations, 
which  admit  no  common  superior.  No  nation  has  ever  yet 
pretended  to  be  the  cunlos  morum  of  the  whole  world  ;  and 
though  al)stra'tedly  a  particular  regulation  njay  violate  the 
law  of  nations,  it  may  sometimes,  iii  the  case  of  nations  bo  a 
wrong  without  a  remedy. 

Tlion  how -itands  judicial  authority  on  the  subji'ct  '.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  Hpeakiiig  with  ;ill  po^-iliie  drfcrence  for  those 
who  may  entertain  a  dilVercnt  opinion,  that  the  case  of  the 
Amt'dit;*  is  directly  in  point;  and,  uidt-ss  the  principles  there 
stated  can  be  •ih.iken,  tiu)  must  govern  the  case  now  in  jud-.:- 

"  1  Acton's  Rep.  %\0.  S.  C.     1  D(j<Jion  R.  W.  n>i.v 
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mcnt.     Sir  AVm.  Grant,  in   dolivoring  the  jutlgmcnt  of  the 
Court  of  \  j)|)eals  in  the  Arnoilie,  ;ifter  adverting  to  the  former 
state  of  the  British  law  on  the  siihject  of  the  African   slave- 
trade,  u«es  the  foUowioii  language,  which  I   quote   the  more 
readil}'.  as  I  know  not,  how  in  so  concise  and  luniinous  a  man- 
ner to  convey  the  sentiments,  which  on  thi^  suhject  1  dehber- 
ately  entertain.      "  But,"  says  tliat  eminent  judge,  "  by  the 
alteration  which  has  since  taken  place  in  our  law    the  qiies- 
tion  now  stands  upon   very  ditierent  ground?.      We  do  now, 
and  did  at  the  time  of  this  capture,  take  an  interest  in  pre- 
venting  that  traffick,   in  which  this  ship  was  engaged.     The 
slave-trade  has  since  been  totally  abolished  in  this  country, 
and  our  legislature  has  declared  that   the  African  slave  trade 
is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity.     What- 
ever opinion,  as  private  individuals,  we  before  might  have  en- 
tertained  upon  the  nature  of  this  trade,  no  court  of  justice 
could,  with  propriety,  have  assumed  such  a  position,  as  the 
basis  of  any  of  its   decisions,  whilst  it  was  permitted  by  our 
own  laws.  But  we  do  now  lay  down  as  a  principle,  that  this  is 
a  trade,  which  cannot,  abstractedly  speaking,  be  said  to  have  a 
legitimate  existence.     I  say  abstractedly  speaking,   because 
we  cannot  legislate  for  other  countries  ;  nor  has  this  country 
a  right  to  control  any  foreign  legislature,  that  may  think  pro- 
per to  dissent  from  this  doctrine,  and  give  permission  to  its 
subjects  to  prosecute  this  trade.     We  cannot  certainly  com- 
pel the  subjects  of  other  nations  to  observe  any  other  than  the 
first  and  generally  received  principles  of  universal  law.     But 
thus  far  we  are  now  entitled  to  act  according  to  our  law,  and 
to  hold  that,  prima  facie,  the  trade  ig  altogether  illegal,  and 
thus  to  throw  on  a  claimant  the  burthen  of  proof,  in  order  to 
show,  that  by  the  particular  law  of  his  own  country  he  is  en- 
titled to  carry  on  this  traffick.     As  the  case  now  stands,  we 
think  that  no  claimant  can  be  heard    in  an  application  to  a 
court  of  prize  for  the  restoration  of  the  human  beings  he  car- 
ried unjustly  to  another  country  for  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  them  as  slaves.     The  consequence  of  making  such  proof 
it  is  not  now  necessary  to  determine  :  but  where  it  cannot  be 
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mode,  the  pnrly  mint  be  consiilercd  to  lmv«!  fliiled  in  esta- 
blisliinj;  Iii<  iwsortfd  ri^IiJ.  We  art:  of  opinion,  n[)on  the 
whole,  that  prrsons  cn<:;:»'j;ed  in  siicli  a  {r.u\o  ciumh)!,  upon 
piinripK's  ol'iiiiiv  tMsal  lau  ,  have  a  rinht  to  l»e  hraid  upon  a 
claim  ol'  lhi>  nature  //)  (inij  court/'  Such  is  the  doctriiie  sanc- 
tioned by  the  hiiijhest  I'rize  Court  known  to  liiilish  jurispru- 
dence. I  con-ider  it,  as  the  His^h  ("oiirt  ol'  Admiralty  has 
(  on-sidered  it,  as  e^tablisliinij  tij(>  |)rin»iple,  that  any  trade  con- 
trary to  the  general  law  of  nations,  although  not  tendinij;  to,  or 
accompanied  with,  any  infraction  of  the  belligerent  rights  of 
that  country,  whose  tribunals  arc  called  to  consider  it,  may 
subject  the  vessel  emi)loyeu  in  that  trade  to  confiscation  ;  and 
it  matters  not  in  wliat  stage  of  the  employment,  whether  io 
the  inception  or  the  prosecution,  or  the  consummation  of  it, 
the  vessel  is  arrested.*  It  has  been  said  that  this  doctrine 
tirst  arose  in  a  case  of  ciplure, j»ri  fulli,  and  was  applied  by 
a  Court  of  Prize.  l?e  it  so  ; — but  the  doctrine  is  not  limited 
in  its  terms  or  purport  to  cases  of  this  sort.  The  capture,  as 
a  belligerent  capture,  was  tortious  and  without  any  reasonable 
cause  ;  and  the  court  admitted,  that  there  had  been  no  viola- 
tion of  belligerent  rights.  But  it  applied  the  doctrine  upon 
principles  of  universal  law,  and  asserted,  that  it  might  be  ap- 
plied to  a  claim  of  such  a  nature  in  anij  court.  The  Fortuna,\ 
and  the  Donna  jMaria7inu,l  in  which  the  doctrine  was  follow- 
ed, w<Me  also  cases  of  capture  ;  but  although  it  i^  pretty  clear, 
that  there  were  some  lurking  doubts  as  to  the  [)ropriety  of 
the  doctrine  in  the  mind  of  the  Court,  theie  w;ls  not  the  slight- 
est attempt  to  place  it  U[)oo  any  ground  that  limited  it  to  the 
Prize  juri>-di(tion.  In  the  case  of  the  iJianu,^  which,  at 
the  interval  of  nearly  a  year  afterwards,  called  again  lor  the 
application  of  the  general  tlocliine,  no  such  distinction  was 
even  alluded  to,  although  that  was  clearly,  in  the  judgment  of 
Court  itseh",  a  case  on  the  In-jtance  -ide  »>f  the  Court,  where 
condemnation  w.i-  directly  sought  on  an  information  for  a  fur- 

•  Tlic  Fortiina,  I  tlodsoii  K.  8l,  fti.  lib. 
+  Th.?  Kortuiiii,  1  DodhOii  U.  81,  8.j.  Sti. 
t  1  D.'dson  K.  91  ♦  Uixlsoii  K.  9'i. 
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leifurc  lor  asserted  employment  in  the  slave-trade.  It  turned 
out  Tipon  an  investigation  of  the  facts,  that  the  vessel  was 
.Swedi>:li  ;  and,  as  such,  upon  the  supposition,  tiiat  Sweden: 
permitted  the  trafhck  to  her  subjects,  restitution  was  decreed, 
but  the  Court  unequivocally  admitted  the  propriety  of  apply- 
ing the  doctrine  to  the  case,  if  the  Swedish  law  were  proved 
tobe  deficient.  J  think  I  stand  firm  upon  the  position,  that  up 
to  tlve  period  of  these  adjudications,  no  distinction  like  that 
now  contended  for,  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Court ; 
and  certainly  no  such  distinction  can  in  reason  be  applied  to 
the  doctrine  in  the  Amedie.  Whatever,  indeed,  may  be  the 
extent  of  the  belligerent  right  of  search  and  visitation,  it  does 
not  authorize  a  subsequent  capture,  unless  for  just  cause  of 
suspicion  ;  and  if  the  search  be  in  this  respect  unproductive, 
it  cannot  be,  that  the  capture  is  less  tortious  on  account  of  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  than  it  would  be,  if  no  such  right  exist- 
ed. The  capture  is  just  as  wrongful,  as  a  seizure  in  time  of 
peace  would  be,  and  no  more.  It  violates  the  right  of  the 
foreign  ship  just  as  much,  and  no  more,  than  such  a  seizure  ; 
and  if,  notwithstanding  such  a  tortious  capture,  the  party  may 
avail  himself  of  a  ground  of  condemnation  for  the  breach  of 
universal  law,  independent  of  belligerent  rights,  he  may,  for 
the  same  reason,  avail  himself  of  it  in  case  of  such  a  tortious 
seizure.  In  truth,  however,  the  law  looks  not  to  niceties  of 
this  sort.  If  for  any  cause,  precedent  or  subsequent,  known 
at  the  beginning  or  known  at  the  end,  the  property  is  con- 
demned, the  party  is  justified  and  retroactively  for  all  pur- 
poses the  capture,  or  seizure,  or  forcible  possession,  call  it 
v/hat  you  may,  is  deemed  rightful  and  bona  fide. 

The  case  of  the  St.  Louis,*  which  followed  after  a  period 
of  almost  four  years,  has  been  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  court,  and  certainly  is  entitled  to  the  most  respectful  and 
cautious  examination.  I  will  not  yield  to  any  person  in  reve- 
rence for  the  profound  learning  and  talents  of  the  accom- 
plished Judge,  by  whom  that  decision  was  pronounced.     His- 

*  2  DodsoD  R.  210. 
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jUilgments  liavo  been  justly  tlic  atliiiiration  of  Europe  and 
America;  and  will  be  read  for  instruction,  fur  beauty  of 
illustration,  for  felicity  of  style,  and  for  unambitious,  but  lotly 
principles,  lont^  after  ibeir  illustrious  author  is  gathered  to 
the  lathers,  who  have  enlightened  and  improved  mankind  ;  as 
long  indeed,  in  my  humble  belief,  as  the  common  language  of 
his  and  our  country  shall  indicate  to  mankind  our  common^ 
lineage.  Still,  however,  it  is  my  duty,  pamful  and  responsi- 
ble as  it  may  be,  and  with  whatever  hesitation  and  hunulity, 
when  I  am  led  to  differ  from  other  minds,  with  which  1  iiave 
not  the  least  title  to  be  brought  in  comparison ;  I  say  it  is  my 
duty  to  follow  the  dictates  of  my  own  judgto'Mit  in  all  cases, 
where  my  judicial  conscience  is  not  already  bound  by  the 
decisions  of  the  highest  appellate  court  of  the  government 
under  which  I  sit. 

The  case  of  the  57.  Lnuis  may  be  distinguished  from  that 
before  the  court,  in  several  circumstances.  The  seizure  was 
made  at  a  time  when  no  public  ordinance  of  France  prohibit- 
ed the  Slave-Trade,  and  before  the  recent  discussions  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle.  Upon  the  very  face  of  the  information,  the 
vessel  was  admitted  to  be  French,  and  seized  as  such,  and 
contlemnation  was  sought  upon  two  grounds,  first  the  resist- 
ance of  tlie  right  of  search,  of  a  British  cruiser,  in  a  time  of 
peace  ;  and  seeondhj,  because  the  trade  was  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  France,  and  the  law  of  nations.  The  whole  ground, 
therefore,  excepting  that  of  forfeiture  under  the  law  of  na- 
tions, was  removed  from  the  cause,  for  no  such  right  of  search 
in  point  of  law  existed,  and  nu  such  law  of  France  in  pomt 
of  fact  existed.  And  it  is  perfectly  clear  upon  the  doctrine  of 
the  other  cases  already  cited,  that  it  was  necessary  that  a 
prohibitory  law  of  France  should  concur  with  the  pul)lic  law 
of  nations,  betbre  a  foreign  tribunal  could  apply  the  penally 
of  confiscation.  The  cause  was,  therefore,  on  its  uieriLs, 
correctly  decided  in  [)erfcct  harmony  with  the  former  cases. 
But  the  learned  Juilge,  in  a  most  elaborate  and  masterly  man- 
ner, discusses  the  general  question,  and  comes  to  the  conclu- 
eion,  that  the  African  Slave-Trade  is  not  a  rrimf^  ajrain^t  tlu' 
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law  of  nations  ;  and  that  the  seizure  oCa  forei;i;n  ship,  eni^afied 
in  tiiat  traile,  although  it  is  prohibited  by  the  nation  lo  which 
she  belonj^s.  cannot  be  ri^htfull^  made  hy  a  British  cruiser, 
and  that  a  suit  for  condemnation  of  such  a  t;hip  cannot  be  right- 
fully maintained  in  a  British  couit.* 

The  first  observation  that  1  am  calhnl  upon  to  make,  re- 
specting this  case,  is,  that  I  do  not  tind,  that  the  court  any 
wliere  attempts  to  dislingiiish  between  this  and  the  preced- 
ing cases,  b}'  limiting  the  doctrine  of  rejecting  claims  for  ille- 
gality of  tralfick,  to  cases  of  capture  during  war,  or  suits  in 
the  Prize  jurisdiction.  Nor  does  it  occur  to  me,  meaning  to 
speak  with  the  greatest  dilTidence  of  my  own  judgment,  that 
a  distinction  of  that  nature  would  be  quite  consistent  with 
what  fell  from  the  court  in  the  case  of  the  Diana,  f  In  the 
next  place,  I  lind  myself  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how 
the  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  case  of  the  Amedie^  and  the 
other  causes  already  cited,  that  the  Slave-Trade,  abstractedly 
speaking,  cannot  have  a  legal  existence,  and  that  it  is  repug- 
nant to  the  principles  of  universal  law,  and  the  la»v  of  nations, 
can  consist  with  the  unecjuivocal  denial  of  the  same  doctrine, 
in  the  case  of  the  57.  Louis.  I  tind  myself  driven,  therefore, 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  last  ease  is  meant  silently  to  aban- 
don and  repudiate  liie  whole  doctrine  on  which  the  former 
cases  rest.  In  this  conflict  of  authority  and  learning,  of  ma- 
tured and  deeply  weighed  decisions,  it  is  no  rashness  to  fol- 
low those,  which  on  the  whole  seem  built  on  the  most  solid 
grounds  of  justice,  public  policy,  and  principle.  In  the 
struggle,  which  my  own  mind  has  undergone  upon  this  occa- 
sion, I  cannot  escape  frDin  the  conclusion,  that  the  reasoning 
of  sir  William  Grant  has  not  been  overturned,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  in  any  measure  shaken  ;  and  that  if  I  were 
to  adjudge  otherwise,  it  would  be  t'ullowing  another  authority 
agiunst  the  dictates  of  my  deliberate  judgment. 

And  1  think  1  may  call  in  aid  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  com- 
mon law.  though  perhaps  not,  in  general,  the  best  qualitied 

•  I  Dobson  R.  91,  92.         t  1  Dobson  R.  ^5. 
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court  to  eiiliMtimi  the  di-iru^sioii  ol  questions  of  national  law, 
to  show,  that  tlu>  (lt)(triiH>  o(  tlio  tortncr  rasos  meets  the  en- 
tire approbation  ot'  •*u(;li  tnhun.ils.  I  alhide  to  the  case  of 
MaJr  izo  V.  Willes,*  where,  though  siiij^le  expressions  may 
appear  to  iniUt.ite  witli  inv  own  views  on  this  subject,  the  fair 
result  of  the  opinions  stands  in  pi-rfcct  consistency  with  the 
docirine  of  the  Amedio. 

But  supposing,  that  the  o|)inions  already  expressed  hy  the 
court  are  as  erroneous,  as  the  counsel  for  the  claimant  con- 
tends them  to  be,  and  that  the  law  of  nations  is  to  be  exclu- 
sively derived  from  the  practice  of  nations,  and  the  practice 
is  in  favour  of  the  African  ^lave-Trade  ;    still  there  remains 
another  obstacle  to  the  recovery  of  the  property  by  the  claim- 
ants, which  must  be  displaced  before  his  title  is  unimpeach- 
able.      And    that    is,  th.it    the    African  Slave-Trade    stands 
prohibited    by  the  positive  municipal  reg  lations  of  France. 
This  has  not  been  denied  at  the  argument,  at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent of  reaching  a  case,  where  the  trade  is  attempted   to  bo 
carried  on  to  a  French  colony,  which  is  exactly  the  case  be- 
fore the  court,  if  any  slave  voyage  was  intended  by  the  own- 
ers.      The  French  ordinance  of  the   8th  of  January,  1817, 
comes  up  to  this  point,  and  purports  to  be  made  in  execution 
of  the  obligations  by  treaty,  to  abolish  the  Slave-Trade,  how- 
ever inadequate  it  may  be  justly  deemed  for  this  purpose. 
But  1  think,  independently  of  this  document,  (which  is  admitted 
to  exist,)  by  the  general  principles  already  asserted,  the  onus 
jjTobandi  rests  on  the  claimants,  to  establish  the  legitimate  ex- 
istence of  the  trade  in  France  ;    anil    more   especi.illy  since 
her  recent  declarations  in  the  face  ol'  all    Kurope    that   she 
had  caused  it  to  be  every  where  abolished.     They  lia\o  not 
pretended  to  ofior  any  proof  on  this  point  ;  and  the  argument 
of  tlieir  counsel  proceeds  upon  the  suppo^ition  of  an  actual 
prohibititjn. 

It  IS  said,  that  the   cogni/aiicc  of  penalties  and  forfeiture!! 
for  breaches  of  municipal  regulations,  exclusi\ely  belongs  to 

3  liarn.  and  Alfi.  353, — and  j)atliculttrly  tlie  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice 
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the  tribunals  of  the  nation  by  whom  they  are  enacted.  And 
this,  in  a  general  sense,  with  reference  to  tlie  right  to  ori- 
ginate proceedings  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enforcing  such 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  may  be  true.  But  that  any  court 
may  take  notice  ol  the  laws  of  a  foreign  country,  whether 
civil  or  penal,  which  come  incidentally  before  it  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  general  jurisdiction  over  persons  or  property,  caa 
admit  of  as  little  dispute.  We  know  that  the  lex  loci  is  often 
applied  in  courts  of  justice,  to  enforce  rights  and  redress 
wrongs  ;  and  that  contracts  and  titles,  which  cannot  have  a 
legiil  existence  in  the  country  where  they  have  their  origin, 
are  held  void  every  where.  In  respect  to  mere  municipal 
regulations,  the  general  rule  certainly  is,  that  courts  do  not 
take  notice  of  them  with  a  view  to  their  direct  enforcement. 
it  is  often  said,  that  no  country  takes  notice  of  the  revenue 
laws  of  a  foreign  country,  or  holds  itself  bound  to  repudiate 
commercial  transactions  which  violate  them.  But  this  is  a 
rule  adopted  from  a  motive  of  policy  or  comity  ;  and  is  not  an 
essential  ingredient  in  any  system  of  the  law  of  nations.  If 
any  nation  were  disposed  to  discountenance  any  smuggling,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  a  foreign  country,  and  in  cases  coming 
regularly  before  its  own  courts,  were  to  refuse  to  recognise 
any  riglits  of  property  founded  on  such  violations,  I  am  not 
able  to  perceive  what  just  ground  of  complaint  the  offended 
nation  could  have  against  such  conduct.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  might  with  more  justice  complain  of  the  refusal  to  enforce 
such  laws,  and  to  discountenance  such  violations.  But  where 
u  title  to  property  originates  in  what  a  nation  deems  in  its 
own  subjects  a  public  crime,  more  especially  if  it  be  an  ag- 
gravated crime,  founded  on  fraud  and  rapine  ;  and  it  finds  that 
another  nation  deems  it  a  crime  of  a  like  nature,  and  prohibits 
it  is  as  such,  and  confiscates  the  property  of  its  subjects  enga- 
ged in  the  commission  of  it,  I  do  not  perceive  why  such  pro- 
perty, so  polluted  by  crime,  should,  if  it  falls  into  the  cus- 
tody of  a  co-art  of  a  former  nation,  be  so  sacred  from  judicial 
touch,  that  it  must  be  restored  to  the  wrong-doer.  And  I 
would  ask.  where  is  the  authority  that  requires  such  a  court 
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to  act  in  (lii-i  in.innor,  ulicn  (lio  juiblic  policy  of  its  own,  as 
tvell  as  of  the  forcii^n  novoninicnt  is  avowedly  eiii;;i2;c(l  in  on- 
deavourine;  to  suppress  tliat  crime  ?  If,  in  a  case  beiore  this 
court,  actini;  in  rem,  a  title  to  properly,  foiiniled  on  theft  or 
other  municipal  crime,  or  on  a  fraud  committed  in  a  t'oreign 
country,  were  set  up,  until  my  judicial  conscience  is  better 
instructed,  I  should  have  extreme  dilTiculty  in  recognising 
such  a  title,  if  the  properly  was  once  legally  in  the  custody 
of  the  court. 

In  the  case  now  before  me,  on  the  face  of  the  lil)el,  the 
court  certainly  has  jurisdiction ;  for  if  the  allegation,  as  to  the 
property  being  engaged  in  the  Slave-Trade,  against  our  laws, 
be  well  founded,  it  justifies  condemnation.  But  jurisdiction 
docs  not  depend  upon  the  event  of  the  suit,  but  upon  the  right 
to  entertain  the  suit,  and  proceed  by  enquiry  to  seftle  its  me- 
rits. In  this  respect,  the  case  before  me  stands  differently 
I'rom  that  of  the  .S^  Louis.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  merits  of  this  case,  that  I  am  met  by  the  title  of 
French  subjects  to  the  property  ;  and  that  title,  if  the  vessel 
be  engaged  in  the  Slave-Trade,  is  a  title  connected  with  a 
crime  against  France,  antl  which  by  French  law  becomes  for- 
feited. In  this  posture  of  the  cause,  it  does  not  occur  to  me, 
that  any  principle  of  general  justice,  or  of  national  comity, 
or  of  universal  law,  requires  this  court  to  sin  render  up  the 
property  to  the  claimants,  however  well  it  might  be  disposed 
to  surrender  it  to  the  sovereign  of  Frarrce.  If,  therefore, 
this  ground  alone  were  before  the  court,  a^*  at  present  advis- 
ed I  should  incline  to  reject  the  claim,  for  the  breach  of  this 
municipal  law  of  France,  which  our  country  recognises  as  a 
breach,  not  of  mere  jjosilire  Iw^',  but  of  the  immutable 
principles  of  justice. 

If  I  am  asked,  what  wotild  be  the  predicament  of  this  cause 
under  the  views,  which  have  been  suggested,  1  answer,  that 
if  the  vessel  be  not  American,  engaged  in  a  trallick  contra- 
venin2;our  laws,  Lieut.  Stockton  and  his  associates  can  have 
no  title  to  seek  condemnation  for  any  intcre»t  of  their  own, 
for  a  share  in  the  forleiture  arcriiea  to  them  onlv,  when  <lir 
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case  is  reached  by  our  laws  ;  and  the  hbel  so  far  as  it  is  found- 
ed on  these  allea;ations,  must  be  disini'sed.  Then  .is  to  the 
claimants,  their  claim  bein^  rejected,  there  would  be  no  per 
son  judicially  before  the  Court  to  clniin  restitution.  The 
property,  then,  must  either  be  condiMnned  to  the  United 
States  (generally,  as  unclaimed  property,  or  forfeited  proper- 
ty, upon  principles  analogous  to  those  adopted  in  the  Etrusco;* 
or  it  must  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  Court,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  sovereiirn  of  France,  if  he  should  choose  to  inter- 
pose a  claim,  or  assert  a  right  to  proceed  against  it  in  hiis  owa 
Courts  for  the  supposed  forfeiture. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  latter  is  the  true  course.  It  en- 
ables the  foreign  sovereign  to  exercise  complete  jurisdictioa 
over  the  case,  if  he  shall  prefer  to  have  it  remitted  to  his  otva 
courts  for  adjudication.  It  enforces  the  policy,  common  to 
both  nations,  of  repressing  an  odious  traffick,  which  is  de- 
nounced by  both.  It  makes  our  own  country,  not  a  principal, 
but  an  auxiliary,  in  enforcing  the  intenlict  of  France,  and  sub- 
serves the  great  interests  of  universal  justice.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  obstacle  in  the  constitution  of  a  court  of  admiralty, 
proceeding  in  rem,  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  practice  ;  and  I 
ara  greatly  mistaken,  if  it  does  not  carry  in  its  bosom  the  seeds 
of  peace  and  conciliation,  instead  of  animosity  and  recrimin- 
ation. 

Thus  far  I  have  proceeded  in  the  cause  without  reference 
to  any  other  claims,  but  those  asserted  in  the  original  libel 
and  answer.  But  at  a  late  period  in  this  cau«e,  by  direction 
of  the  President,  a  suggestion  has  been  filed  by  the  District 
Attorney,  expressing  a  willingness  to  yield  up  the  vessel  to 
the  F'rench  Government,  or  its  consular  agent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remitting  the  cause  for  ultimate  adjudication  to  the 
domestic  forum  of  the  sovereign  of  the  owners.  To  a  sug- 
gestion of  this  nature  this  court  is  bound  to  li-sten  with  the 
most  reripectful  attention.  It  is  understood  to  be,  not  a  di- 
rection to  the  court,  for  that  i>  beyond  the  reach  of  executive 
authority,  by  an  intimation  of  the  wishes  of  the  Government, 
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bo  <ar  a?  its  own  rii^lits  arc  coiircrnoil,  (o  spare  I'lo  court  any 
fiirlluM-  invostiiialion.  I  fit  hail  sicmrd  lit  to  ail  the  parties, 
nhoso  interests  are  hi'lnn-  ihe  cdiirt,  to  aj;ree  to  the  '.ourse 
Jk'M  out  l>y  this  siigi^eslion.  it  woiiKI  iiave  reheved  my  rnind 
from  a  \V(•i^■Ilt  ol  rcspon-;il)ihtv,  wliich  has  most  heavily  press- 
eii  upon  it.  But  the  I'rein-h  rl.iimaiit<  resist  this  course,  and 
recpiire.  that  the  property  slioulil  be  delivered  over  to  their 
personal  poj^session,  and  not  to  the  possession  ot"  their  sove- 
rei<i,n.  I  iider  stieli  circumstances  thi>  court  must  lollovv  the 
duty  prescribed  to  it  by  law,  independently  of  any  wishes  of 
our  own  (jovernment  or  of  France.  I  have  been  compelled, 
therefore,  reluctantly  to  fravel  over  the  whole  merits  of  the 
cause,  and  to  decide  it  with  reference  to  the  French  owners, 
upon  the  u;reat  jtrincipies  on  which  it  has  been  argued. 

Alter  li.^teninti  to  the  very  able,  eloquent,  and  learned  ar- 
guments delivered  at  the  baron  this  occasion — after  weighing 
the  authorities  which  bear  on  the  case,  with  mature  delibera- 
tion.— alter  rellecting  anxiously  and  carefully  upon  the  gen- 
eial  principles  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  law  of  nations 
to  illustrate  or  confirm  them,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  slave-trade  is  a  trade  prohibited  by  universal  law, 
and  by  the  law  of  France,  and  that,  therefore,  the  claim  of 
the  iisserteil  French  owners  must  be.  rejected.  That  claim 
being  rejected,  1  teel  my-^elf  at  period  liberty,  with  the  ex- 
press consent  of  our  own  Govermnent,  to  decree,  that  the 
property  be  delivered  over  to  the  con-<ular  agent  of  the  king 
of  Ir.uire,  to  be  dealt  witli  according  to  his  own  sense  of  duty 
and  right. 

No  one  can  be  more  sensible  than  myself  of  the  real  mag 
nitudc  and  intric.Kv  ot  (lie  ipn-^tions  involveil  in  this  caiisfi. 
It  liecomes  me,  therefore,  to  speak  with  great  distrust  and 
dilfiilence  of  my  own  judgment  lespecting  its  merits.  Hut  I 
thud;  I  have  a  right  to  say,  that  tin-  American  courts  of  judi 
cature  are  not  hungry  after  jurisdiction  in  foreign  causes,  or 
dc-irou-i  to  |)lun::e  into  the  cMdle-s  pt'iph-xities  of  foreign 
juri-prudiMire  If  I  coul  I  hive  ha  I  m\  clioico  of  c.i-<i's,  this 
rlass  is  not  that  whi<h  wmil  I  bave  been  selected   fruin  p«<,M- 
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lull'  favour.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  tbat  while  the  couf  • 
is  not  rashly  to  engage  in  asserting  jurisdiction  over  foreign 
causes,  from  the  odium,  which  is  justly  attached  to  a  traffick 
conceived  in  atrocious  and  unfeeling  cruelty,  and  stained  and 
sealed  with  blood  ;  it  has  also  a  public  duty  to  perform,  from 
which  it  dare  not  shrink,  to  pronounce  its  own  judgment  of 
the  law,  and  to  leave  to  more  wise  and  learned  minds  to  cor- 
rect any  errors  into  which  it  may  inadvertently  have  fallen. 


A  brief  sketch  of  the  several  ca?es  cited  on  the  part  of  the 
libellants,  and  of  the  claimants,  and  noticed  by  the  Court,  is 
here  made,  for  the  use  of  such  of  our  readers  as  may  not  have 
those  cases  within  their  reach.  The  most  material  facts  only 
are  stated,  and  such  parts  of  the  judgments,  as  apply  most 
strongly  to  the  case  of  the  Eugenie,  excepting  the  case  of  the 
Ainedie,  which  being  the  leading  one,  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  in  that  is  given  entire. 

The  Amedie,  1  Jlcton's  R.  2 10. 

This  was  an  American  vessel,  captured  by  a  British  cruiser, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  180",  on  her  way  from  Bunny, 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  Matanzas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  with 
lO'i  slaves  on  board.  She  was  libelled  in  the  V^ice-Admiralty 
Court  of  Tortola,  and  condemned  as  engaged  in  an  illegal 
trade.  From  this  sentence  an  appeal  was  prosecuted  to  the 
High  Court  of  Appeals. 

The  first  reason  assigned  by  the  captors  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  this  vessel  was,  that  "  this  ship  was  proceeding  from 
Africa,  with  a  cargo  there  laden,  to  Matanza*,  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  being  part  of  a  colony  then  belonging  to  His  Alajesty'* 
enemies,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  of  the  order  of  His  Ma- 
jesty in  Council,  of  the  11th  day  of  November,  1807." 

The  second  reason  assigned  was,  that,  "  the  voyage  wa» 
contrary  to  the  prohibitory  laws  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
'  ica.  made  for  abolishim'  the  slave-trade,  which  had  been  of- 
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lioially  uoiiiiod  (o  tlio  lords  ol  Appeal  by  tlio  act  of  the  Ame- 
rican (jlovornineiU  iti  the  ca-^e  of  the  Cliaiire,  IJr-owu,  master  ; 
and  alllioii^^h  siichrnvs  ofa  forei;;!!  state  may  not  atnount  to  a 
(lirort  or  suh-;tantive  i!;iour»il  of  contlemnation  in  a  Courf  ot 
Prize,  yet  they  niay  and  oii^ht  to  exclude  an  American  claim- 
ant iVom  tlie  benefit  of  tlio^ie  relaxations  of  the  law  of  war, 
which,  in  favour  of  neutral  states,  have  been  introduced  by 
his  majesty's  instructions,  in  re^^ard  to  tiieir  commerce  with 
the  colonies  of  his  majesty's  enemies  ;  a  privilege  which  can 
only  be  understood  to  be  granted  to  neutral  governments  as  a 
branch  of  their  national  commerce,  and  not  as  an  invitation  to 
lawless  indiviiiuals  to  en::;age  in  a  trade  which  the  neutral 
state  itself  lias  prohibited,  and  desires  to  discourage." 

The  third  ground  of  condemnation  assigned  by  the  captors 
was,  "  that  Scott,  the  supercargo  and  ladcf-  ot  tVie  slaves,  is 
admitted  to  have  an  interest  therein,  which  is  liable  to  con- 
liscation,  he  being  a  British  subject,  by  the  statute  of  46  Geo. 
III.  cap.  52." 

Jld'jment.  Sir  JVilliain  Grant.  In  the  case  of  the  Amedie, 
it  must  considered,  on  the  evidence  produced  to  the  court, 
and  from  the  situation  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  ca[)ture, 
that  she  was  employed  in  carrying  slaves  from  the  coast  of 
Africa  to  a  Spanish  colony.  We  are  of  opinion  this  appears 
to  have  been  the  original  design  and  purpose  of  the  voyage, 
notwithstanding  the  pretence  set  up  to  veil  the  real  intention 
of  the  proprii-tor.  The  American  claimant,  however,  com- 
plains ot  the  injury  and  intfrru[)tion  he  has  sustained  in  car- 
ryiti'^  on  his  usual  and  lawlul  trade,  that  of  importing  slaves 
for  lilt'  p'.ir[)ose  of  sale,  and  calls  upon  tlif  I'ri/.e  court  to  re- 
dress the  grievance,  and  repair  the  damage  he  has  sustained 
by  the  capture  aiid  mijii-t  <lflention  nl'  this  vessel. 

(h\  the  dilVerent  ocra-ions  when  cases  of  this  description 
formerly  came  belore  the  court,  the  Slave-Trade  »vas  liable  to 
considerations  very  dillf.rent  frtun  tho-,e  which  now  belong  to 
it.  So  far  as  respectcil  the  tiaM<p(;rt:iliun  of  sla\  es  to  the  co- 
lonics of  foreign  natiorn,  this  trade  had  been  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  Ameri'a  oidv  :    this  rountrv  had  takf'n  no  notice 
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ot  that  probihifion  ;  our  l;nv  snnrlioneil  tlie  tr;»fle  which  it 
was  the  policy  of  the  Am^'riciin  l:nv  tirst  to  rostiict,  and  tninlly 
to  abolish.  !t  appoared  to  iis,  therefore,  diOirult  to  consider 
the  prohibitory  bnv  ot' Atnfrira  in  any  other  lii^ht  than  as  one 
of  thosp  municipal  roi^ulitions  of  a  foreign  state,  of  which  this 
court  coiiKI  nol  take  any  coii:ni/.ance,  and  of  course  could  not 
be  called  upon  to  enforce  ;  nor  could  it  |)0'isiMv  bar  a  party 
in  a  court  of  prize  Iliit  by  the  alteration  vsbic  h  lias  since 
taken  place  in  our  law,  the  (piestiu;*  statjd-^  now  upon  very 
different  grounds.  We  do  now,  and  (hd  at  the  time  of  this 
capture,  take  an  interest  in  preventiu'.'  thai  Iriflick  in  uliich 
this  ship  was  encased.  The  Slave-Trade  has  since  been  to- 
tally abolished  in  this  country,  and  our  le::iislature  has  declar- 
ed the  AtVican  .Slave-Trade  is  contrary  to  the  [trinciplcs  of 
justice  and  humanity.  Whatever  opinions,  as  private  indivi- 
duals, we  before  n)iaht  have  entertained  upon  the  nature  of 
this  trade,  no  court  of  j-.istice  could  with  propriety  h.ive  as- 
sumed such  a  position  as  the  basi^  of  any  of  its  decisions, 
whilst  it  was  permitted  by  our  own  laws  :  but  we  do  now  lay 
down  as  a  principle,  that  ibis  is  a  trade  wbicli  cannot,  ab^^tract- 
edly  speaking,  be  said  to  have  a  leijitimate  existence  ;  1  say 
abstractedly  speaking,  because  we  eannot  legislate  for  other 
countries  ;  nor  has  this  country  a  rii^ht  to  control  any  foreign 
legislature  that  may  think  proper  to  di<sent  from  this  doctrine, 
and  give  permission  to  its  sul»jects  to  prosecute  this  trade. 
We  cannot,  certainly,  compel  the  subjects  of  other  nations  to 
observe  any  other  than  the  first  and  generally  received  [)rin- 
eiples  of  universal  Inv.  Rut  thus  tar  we  are  now  entitled  to 
act,  according;  to  our  law,  and  to  hold  that,  prima  Juar,  the 
trade  is  altogether  illegal,  and  thus  to  throw  on  h  claimant  the 
whole  burthen  of  proof,  in  order  to  show  that  by  tlie  particu- 
lar law  of  his  own  country,  he  is  entitled  to  carry  on  tiiis  tr.if- 
(ick.  .\s  the  case  now  stands,  we  think  that  no  claimant  can 
be  heard  in  an  apjilication  to  a  court  of  Prize,  for  the  restor- 
ation of  the  human  beings  he  carried  uhjii-lly  to  another 
country-  f>rllie  purpose  of  disposing  of  them  as  slaves.  The 
oonseciueuce  of  Uiuking  such  proof,  U  nut  uow  necessary  to 
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determine  ;  but  wlioie  it  cannot  he  m;u1o,  tlie  party  must  he 
consiilered  to  have  t'ailoti  in  cs-tabhshing  his  asserted  right. 
We  are  of  opinion,  upon  the  whole,  that  persons  engaged  in 
sucli  atraile  cannot,  upon  piiiui|)K's  of  universal  law,  have  a 
right  to  be  heard  upon  a  claim  of  this  nature,  in  any  court. 
In  the  pre>ent  case,  the  claimant  does  not  bring  himsetf  with- 
in the  protection  of  the  law  of  his  own  coimtry  ;  he  appears 
to  have  been  acting;  in  direct  violation  of  that  law  vvliich  ad- 
mits of  no  right  of  property  su*  h  as  he  claims  :  ours  is  ex- 
press and  satisfictory  upon  the  subject. 

Where,  therefore,  there  is  no  right  established  to  carry  on 
this  tr;ide,  no  claim  to  restitution  of  this  projterty  can  be  ad- 
mitted. We  are  hence  of  opinion,  the  sentence  of  the  court 
below  was  valid  ;  and  ought  to  be  atlirmed. 

Thl   Foktlna. — 1  Dodsnn^s  R.  HI. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  vessel,  bearing  the  Portuguese  flag, 
captured  by  a  British  cruiser,  in  October,  1810,  and  sent  in- 
to Pl\ mouth  as  a  prize. 

It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  she  sailed  from  New-York 
under  American  colours,  in  the  month  of  July,  1810  ;  and 
ostensibly  owned  b}'  an  American  citizen;  that  she  went  to 
Madeira,  landed  part  of  her  cargo,  and  about  a  week  before 
tier  departure  from  thence,  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  ship  was  ex- 
ecuted to  a  native  of  .Madeira,  a  Portuguese  subject  ;  and  in 
consequence  of  this  sale,  Portuguese  pafiers  obtained,  and  the 
Portuguese  tlag  ar-sumtnl.  it  appeared,  from  an  inspection 
of  the  vessel,  and  other  evidence  in  the  case,  ttiat  the  object 
of  the  voyage  wa-i  t'j  ])rocure  a  cargo  of  slaves,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa. 

JuDGME.NT.  Sir  IVilliam  Scott.  '\\u  American  slii|>,  fjiittsi 
.hnericun,  is  entitled,  upon  prool",  to  immediate  restitutiiui  ; 
but  she  may  I'ortVit,  as  other  neutral  ships  may,  that  title,  by 
various  act--  ul  imM.onducI,  by  violation  of  belligerent  lights, 
most  «  lo.irly  .uul  universally.  Hut  lliuu.,h  this  |.rize  hnv  looki 
primarily  to  violations  of  belli-crent  rights  as  grounds  of  con- 


94 


/iscation  in  vessels  not  actually  belonging  to  the  enemy,  U  has 
extended  it«olf  a  good  deal  beyond  considerations  of  that  de- 
bcription  only.  It  has  been  estabhslied  by  recent  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  the  Court  of  Prize,  though  pro- 
y)crly  a  court  purely  of  the  law  of  nations,  has  a  right  to 
notice  the  municipal  law  of  this  country,  in  the  case  of  a 
British  vessel,  which,  in  the  cour«;e  of  a  prize  proceeding^, 
appears  to  have  been  trading  in  violation  of  that  law,  and  to 
reject  a  rlaitn  for  her  on  that  account.  That  principle  has 
been  incorporated  into  the  prize  law  of  this  country  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  seems  now  fully  incorporated.  A 
late  d^^cision,  in  the  case  of  the  Amedie,  seems  to  have  gone 
the  length  of  establishing  a  principle,  that  any  trade  contrary 
to  the  general  law  of  nations,  althouiih  not  tending  to,  or  ac- 
com})  mied  with,  any  infraction  of  the  belligerent  rights  of 
that  cotintry,  whose  tribunals  are  called  upon  to  consider  it, 
nrviy  subject  the  vessel  employed  in  that  trade,  to  confiscation. 
The  Amedie  was  an  American  ship,  employed  in  carrying  on 
the  Slave-trade  ;  a  trade,  which  this  country,  since  its  own 
abandonment  of  it.  has  deemed  repugnant  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, to  justice,  and  humanity,  though  without  [)resuming  so 
to  consider  ac.d  treat  it,  where  it  occurs  in  the  practice  of  the 
subjects  of  a  state  which  continues  to  tolerate  and  protect  it, 
by  its  own  municipal  regulations  :  but  it  puts  upon  the  par- 
ties who  are  found  in  the  occupations  of  that  trade,  the  bur- 
then of  showing  that  it  was  so  tolerated  and  protected  ;  and 
«n  failure  of  producing  such  proof,  proceeds  to  condemna- 
tion, as  it  did  in  the  case  of  that  vessel.  How  far  that  judg- 
ment has  been  universally  concurred  in  and  approved,  is  not 
for  me  to  inquire.  If  there  be  those  who  disaj)j)rove  it,  I  am 
certainly  not  at  liberty  to  include  myself  in  that  number,  be- 
cause the  decisions  of  that  court,  bind  authuritativety  the  ju- 
dicial conscience  of  this  •,  its  decisions  must  be  conformed  to, 
and  its  principles  practically  adopted.  The  principle  laid 
down  in  that  caa-e,  appeai-s  to  be,  that  the  Slave-Trade,  car- 
rie<l  on  by  a  vessel  belonging  to  a  subject  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  trade,  which,  being  unprotected  by  the  domestic 
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fcgulalions  of  tla-ir  logislatiirc  anil  government,  subjects  liic 
vossrl  enira2;ctl  in  it,  to  a  sentence  of  condemnation.  If  the 
ship  shouUl,  tlirrcCiire,  tmn  out  to  be  an  Atnerican,  actually 
so  employed,  and  it  matters  not,  in  my  opinion,  in  what  stage 
of  the  tMnploynu'ut,  whether  in  the  inception  or  the  consum- 
mation (if  it.  tlie  ease  of  llie  Amcdic  will  bind  the  conscience 
of  this  court  to  the  clVect  of  compelling  it  to  pronounce  v. 
sentence  of  confiscation. 

'*  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  her  (  the  Tortuna's)  real  charac- 
ter ;  and  under  the  authority  of  the  case  ot'  the  Aincdie,  I 
eondemn  her  and  her  cargo." 

The  Donna  Mauia.nna. — 1  Dodson's  R.  91. 

Thia  was  the  case  of  a  vessel  seized  as  she  was  proceeding 
to  Cape  Coast,  for  a  cargo  of  slaves,  under  the  Portuguese 
flag.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  she  was  originally  an 
American  vessel,  had  been  bona  jlde  sold  to  a  British  sub- 
ject, and  was  now  claimed  as  Portuguese  property,  on  the 
ground  that  she  had  been  since  conveyed  to  a  Portuguese 
merchant.  The  Court  condemned  the  ship.  a.s  beiag  a  Bri- 
tish vessel,  engaged  in  the  Slave-Trade. 

Sir  Jl'illiain  Scoti.  "  It  would  be  a  monsti'ous  thing,  where 
a  ship  admitted  to  have  been  at  one  time  British  property,  is 
found  engaging  in  this  traflick,  to  say,  that  however  im[>erfect 
the  documentary  evidence  of  the  asserted  transfer  may  be, 
and  however  startling  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case, 
no  inquiry  shall  be  made  into  the  real  owutM^hip.  Here  are 
on  board  this  vessel  only  papers  of  mere  form,  and  which  are  in 
contradiction  with  each  other,  leaving  the  whole  transaction 
of  the  tran.-ler  in  great  doubt  and  obscurity,  and  if  the  court 
were  to  bo  prohil»ited  under  such  cinurnslances,  from  inquiry 
into  the  reality  of  the  Portuguese  title,  one  sees  how  easily 
the  provisions  of  the  legislature  would  be  defeated. 

"  I  can  ha\e  no  doubt  that  thn  court  is  bound  judicially  to 
consider  this  as  a  British  vessel,  and  that  this  Portuguese  dist. 
guise  bits  beeu  a-iauuieil   tor  the  mere  [)urpoii.'  of  protectio*' 
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(he  property  of  British  nierclianU  m  a  tr;if!ick  which  it  waf 
not  lawful  lor  them  to  engage  in." 

The  Div.vA.— 1  Dodso)i,  95. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  vessel  umler  Swedish  colours, 
peized  at  Cape  Mount,  on  the  coa^t  of  Africa,  on  the  10th  of 
Septemher,  1810,  l»y  a  British  cruiser,  and  carried  to  Sierra 
Leone,  where  proceedings  were  instituted  against  Uie  vcs«el 
nnd  cargo.  At  the  time  of  the  seizure,  she  had  exchanged 
her  outward  cargo  for  120  slaves,  part  of  which  she  had  re- 
ceived on  hoard.  An  information  was  filed  on  the  part  of  the 
captors,  and  a  claim  made  tor  the  shij)  and  cargo  as  the  pro- 
perty of  a  subject  of  the  king  of  8»veden.  The  vessel  and 
cargo  was  condemned  in  tlie  N'ice-achniralty  Court  at  Sierra 
Leone,  from  which  an  appeal  was  prosecuted  to  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty. 

Jud(;ment.  Sir  William  Scott.  "  The  condemnation  (hi  the 
Vice-courl  of  Admiralty)  also  took  place  on  a  f)rinciple  which 
this  court  cannot  in  any  manner  recognise,  iiia-much  as  the 
sentence  athrms,  '  that  the  Slave-Trade,  from  motives  of  hu- 
manity, hath  been  abolished  by  most  civilized  nations,  anf/  ?s 
not  at  the  present  time  legalli/  authorized  by  a?iJ/."  This  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  un  assertion  by  no  means  sustainable. 

'•Our  own  country,  it  is  true,  has  taken  a  more  correct 
view  of  the  subject,  and  has  decreed  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave-Trade,  as  far  as  British  subjects  are  concerned  ;  but  it 
claims  no  right  of  enforcing  its  prohibition  against  the  sub- 
jects of  those  stales  which  have  not  adojited  the  same  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  injustice  and  immorality  of  the  trade. 
The  jtrinciple  which  has  been  extracted  by  the  judge  of  the 
court  below,  from  the  case  of  the  Amedie,  is  the  reverse  of 
1  hi'  real  principle  there  laid  down  by  the  superiour  court  ; 
which  was.  that  wliere  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  to 
which  the  parties  belong,  have  i)roliibiteil  the  trade,  the  tri- 
bunals of  this  country  will  hold  it  to  be  illegal,  upon  the 
general  principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  refuse  resti- 
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Uilion  of  tlie  properly  :  Ixit  on  the  olhrr  hand,  though  they 
con-ill. M-  tho  tr.ide  to  be  generally  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  justiro  and  humanity,  where  not  tolerated  hy  the  laws  o 
tho  country,  they  will  respect  the  property  of  persons  enga- 
ged in  it  under  (he  sanction  of  the  laws  of  their  own  coun- 
try. The  Lords  of  Appeal  diil  not  mean  to  set  themselves 
up  as  legislators  fur  the  whole  world,  or  presume  in  any  man- 
ner to  interfere  with  the  commercial  regulations  of  other 
states,  or  to  lay  down  general  principles  that  were  to  over- 
throw their  legislative  provisions  with  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  their  own  subjei'ts. 

"  The  sanction  of  the  colonial  governor  has  been  produced 
by  the  claimants,  and  I  am  clearly  of  opmion,  under  this  au- 
thority standing  before  me,  and  standing  uncontradicted,  that 
Sweden  has  not  abolished  the  Slave-Trade."' 

On  this  ground,  the  sentence  of  the  V  ice-admiralty  Court 
was  reveised. 

The  Schooner  rLATTSBURcit. 

This  vessel  sailed  from  the  port  of  Baltimore,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1819.  In  April  following,  she  was  found  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  engaged  in  the  Slave-Trade,  with  an  American 
eupercargo  on  board,  all  her  officers  American,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one,  and  with  a  cargo  which  had  recently  left  the 
United  States.  She  was  captured  by  the  American  ship  of 
war  Cyane,  for  being  engaged  in  the  Slave-Trade,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  L'niled  States,  and  was  libelled  in  the 
district  court  ul  the  I'nitcd  States  for  the  district  of  New- 
York.  A  claim  was  put  in  by  iMatiuel  Gonzales,  styling  him- 
self Captain,  on  behalf  of  Juan  Marina,  of  ^r'antiago  de  Cuba, 
on  the  pretence  that  at  the  time  of  the  capture  the  vessel 
was  the  property  of  a  S()anish  s>i!»jcct  ;  papers  were  produ- 
ced to  show  that  she  was  regularly  docunuMited  as  a  Spanish 
vessel,  and  also  a  bill  of  sale,  conveying  her  to  the  said  Ma- 
cina. 

Tlie  vessel  was   condenmed  on   tliu  grounds  that  she  wa«. 
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at  iht!  tunc  ol  scizuie,  American  property,  and  that  the  voy- 
age originated  in  a  port  ot"  the  I'nited  States  ;  bnt  the  learned 
Judge,  in  the  co  r*e  ot'  his  able  opinion,  made  some  sugges- 
tions in  relation  to  the  law  of  nations,  applicable  to  a  case  of 
this  description,  which  were  cited  by  the  counsel  for  the  li- 
bellants,  on  the  arguments  made  in  the  case  of  the  Eugenie. 

Van  ,\'ess,  J.  says,  "  Still  another  view  may  be  taken  of 
this  subject.  By  the  laws  of  the  I'liited  States,  and  by  those 
of  great  Britain,  the  Slave-Trade  has  long  been  prohibited 
to  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects.  Gieat  and  serious 
dilliculties  in  the  execution  of  these  laws  have  hitherto  tended 
to  deteat  the  just  and  benign  purposes  for  which  tiioy  were 
enacted.  Although  they  might  operate  to  the  exclusion  of 
their  own  people  from  a  direct  participation  in  tliis  criminal 
pursuit,  yet  it  was  in  many  instances  indirectly  prosecuted, 
under  all  the  forms  which  fraud  and  ingenuity  could  devise  ; 
and  while  the  other  nations  of  Europe  sanctioned  this  tratfick, 
but  little  seemed  to  be  accomplished  in  the  great  cause  they 
were  intended  to  suj)j)ort. 

The  principal  powers  of  Europe  have,  however,  succes- 
sively abolished  this  trade,  and  the  period  has,  I  think,  arriv- 
ed, when  courts  of  admiralty  may  safely  hold  that,  prima  fa- 
cie, this  trade  is  illegal,  and  impose  upon  the  claimant  of  the 
captured  property,  the  necessity  of  showing  his  e.xemption 
from  the  general  rule.  If  he  claims  to  be  pursuing  a  trade 
permitted  by  the  municipal  laws  of  his  own  country,  he  must 
show  it." 

The  apjdication  of  a  still  broader  principle,  it  is  conceived, 
may  jiroperly  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  courts 
instituted  for  the  administration  of  national  law.  The  United 
States,  and  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  with  the  exception  of 
Portugal,  have  now  prohibited  the  slave-trade  ;  the  prohibi- 
tion, therefore,  is  nearly  universal  ;  and  it  is  pressed  upon 
their  serious  deliberation,  whether  this  trathck  may  not  now 
be  pronounced,  as  well  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  as  of 
nature.  A  great  portion  of  what  has  long  been  considered 
the  law  of  n-itions,  has  received  a  less  general  recognition, 
and  is  louuded  on  a  basis  not  more  sound  or  solid. 
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Madrazo  v.  Wii.i.r.s,  3  Barue'H'all  and  Alderson,  85S. 

This  was  an  action  ltroii£;ht  by  the  plaintiff  as  the  owner  oi" 
a  slave  ship  ami  of  the  slaves  on  board  of  her,  against  the  de« 
fetulant  who  \vas  a  captain  in  the  liritish  navy,  for  damages  for 
the  seizure  of  the  said  vessel  and  slaves.  A  verdict  was  ob- 
tained for  the  plaiiititV,  and  a  motion  made  on  behalf  of  the 
defendant,  tor  a  rule  nisi  to  reduce  the  damages,  which  was 
relnsed  on  the  i^roiind  that  the  slave-trade  was  allowed  by  the 
Spanish  government.  Those  parts  of  the  opinions  of  the 
judges  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  Eugenie,  being  already 
quoted  in  the  argument  on  behalf  of  the  claimants,  and  com- 
mented on  by  the  court,  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  restate 
them  here. 

The  Levis. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  French  vessel  which  sailed  from 
Martinique  on  the  3Uth  of  January,  lOlG,  destined  on  a  voyage 
to  the  coast  of  .Africa  and  back,  and  was  captured  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  to  the  southward  of  cape  Mesurado,  by  an  English 
cutter,  on  the  1 1th  jof  March  in  the  same  year,  and  carried  to 
Sierra  Leone.  She  was  proceetled  against  in  tlie  vice-ad- 
miralty court  of  that  colony,  and  the  information  pleaded,  1st, 
that  the  seizors  were  duly  and  legally  commissioned  to  make 
captures  seizures  :  2d,  that  the  seizure  was  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court:  .id,  that  tho  ve-^sc-l  bolon-^od  to  Freiirh 
subjects  or  others,  and  was  fitted  out,  manned,  and  navigated 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  African  slave-trade,  at^ter 
that  trade  bad  l)i"en  abnlished  by  the  internal  laws  of  I'rance, 
and  by  tb<!  Trea'y  between  Cjreat  Uritain  and  Trance  :  'Itli, 
that  the  vessel  bad  bargained  l")i-  twelve  slaves  at  Alesurado. 
and  was  prevented  i)y  tin;  rapture  alone  from  taking  them  on 
board  :  5tb,  that  the  brig  being  eng;iii<'d  in  the  slave-trade, 
contrary  to  the  laws  ol  Trance,  and  tlic  law  nl'  nations,  wjts 
lialile  to  condenuiation,  and  could  derive  no  prote<'.tion  from 
the  Trench  or  any  other  tlag.  Gth,  that  the  crew  of  the 
brig  resisted  the  English  'utter,  and  piratically  kille.l  eight  of 
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Uercrew,  and  wounded  twelve  others  :  Ttli,  tliat  the  vessdL 
being  engaged  in  this  illegal  traftick,  resisted  the  king's  duly 
commissioned  cruisers,  and  did  not  allow  of  search,  until  over- 
powered by  numbers.  And  8th,  that  by  reason  of  the  circum- 
stances stated,  the  vessel  was  out  of  the  protection  of  any  law, 
and  liable  to  condemnation. 

The  ship  was  condemned  in  the  vice-admiralty  court  al 
Sierra  Leone,  and  from  this  decision  an  appeal  was  made  to 
the  high  court  of  admiralty,  and  the  decision  there  reversed. 
We  only  extract  from  the  judgment  of  Sir  William  Scott,  that 
part  which  discusses  the  question,  how  far  this  traffick,  as 
carried  on  by  France,  was  to  be  considered  as  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  vessel  on  that  ground  to  be  condemned. 
And  it  is  to  be  observed  here,  that  the  French  ordinance  oa 
this  subject  was  not  at  that  time  in  operation. 

Judgment,  Sir  IVitliain Scott.  "  And  I  say  legally  criminal, 
because  neither  that  court  nor  any  other,  can  carry  its  private 
apprehensions,  independent  of  law,  into  its  public  judgments 
on  the  quality  of  actions.  It  must  conform  to  the  judgment 
of  the  law  upon  that  subject ;  and  acting  as  a  court  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  law,  it  cannot  attribute  criminality  to  an  act 
where  the  law  imputes  none.  It  must  look  to  the  legal  stand- 
ard of  morality  ;  and  upon  a  question  of  this  nature,  that  stand- 
ard must  be  found  in  the  law  of  nations  as  fixed  and  evidenced 
by  general  and  ancient  and  admitted  practice,  by  treaties,  and 
by  the  general  tenour  of  the  laws  and  ordinances,  and  the 
formal  transactions  of  civilized  states  ;  and  looking  to  these 
authorities,  1  find  a  difliculty  in  maintaining  that  the  trallick  is 
legally  criminal 

Let  me  not  be  understood,  or  misrepresented  as  a  profess- 
ed apologist  for  this  practice,  when  1  state  facts  which  no  mao 
can  deny,  that  personal  slavery,  arising  out  of  forcible  capti- 
vity, is  coeval  with  the  earliest  periods  of  the  history  of  man- 
kind, that  it  is  found  existing,  (and  as  fur  as  appears  without 
animadversion)  in  the  earliest  and  most  authentic  records  of 
the  human  race,  that  it  is  recognised  by  the  codes  of  the  most 
polished  nations  of  antiquity,  that  under  the  liiiht  of  chris- 
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ttani<y  itsplf",  the  poRsessiun  ot'  persons  so  arcjiiired,  hashee* 
in  every  civili/.oil  country  iIlvo^totl  with  the  character  ut  pro- 
perty, ami  securj'tl  as  such,  Ity  all  the  protectifus  oi  law,  that 
solenm  Irtatits  have   hecn  iVaiiieil,  ami  nationil   iii'uopolu  8 
eaijerlv  >ought,  to  lacilitato  ami  fxleiul  the  cotiiini-rce  in  tliis 
asserted  property  :   ami  all  thi•^,  with  all  the  sanctions  of  law, 
public  and  municipal,  and  without  any  opposition,  except  the 
protests  of  a  tew  private  niorali-ts,  litth-  heard,  and   luss  at- 
tended to,  in  ever}  country,  till  within  tliese  very  few  yars, 
in  this  particular  cnuntry.      H   the  matter  rested   here,  I  le.ir 
it  would  have  heen  deemed  a  most  extrava;i;ant  assumption  in 
any  court  of  the  law  of  nations,  to  pronounce  that  this  prac- 
tice, the  tolerated,  the  approved,  tiie  encournged    object  of 
law,  ever  since  man  became  subject  to  law ,  \vas  prohibited  by 
that  law,  and  was  le;j;ally  criminal.      Uut  the  matter  does  not 
rest  here.     Withm  these  lew  years  a  considerable  channe  of 
opinion  has  taken  place,  particularly  in  this  country.     Foinial 
declarations  have  been  made,  and  laws  enacted  in  reproljalion 
of  this  practice,  and  pains,  ably  and  zealously  conducted,  have 
been  taken  to  induce  other  countries  to  fullow  the  examjtle  ; 
but  at  present  with  insulficieut  eflect  :     for  there  are  nations 
which  adhere  to  the  practice,   under  all  the  encouragement 
which  their  own  laws  can  give  it.       What  is  the  doctrine  of 
our  courts  of  the  law  of  natiotjs  lelative  to  them  ]    Why,  that 
their  practice  is  to  be  respected  ;     that  their  slaves,  if  taken, 
are  to  be  restored  to  them  ;     and  if  not  taken  under  imiocnt 
mistake,  to  be  lestoied  with   costs  and  damages.       All   this 
surely,  upon  the  ground,  that  such  conduct  on  the  part  ol'any 
State,  is  no  departure  from  the  law  ol  nations  ;   because,  it"  ii 
were,  no  such  respect  could  be  allowe'd  to  it,  u|)on  an  exemj)- 
tion  of  its  own  making  ;   for  no  nation  can    privilege  itself  to 
commit  a  crime  against  the  law  ol  iiati»>ns  by  a  mere  inunici 
pal  regulation  of  its  own.      And  if  our  iindeistanding  ami  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  of  nations  be,  thai  every  nation,  inde- 
pendently of  treaties,    :et;uns  a  legal  right  to   carry  on    this 
tnitfick,  and  that  the  trade  carried  on  under  that  authoiity,  is 
to  be  respected  by  all  tribunals,  foreign  uk  well  as  domestic,  it 
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;.s  not  easy  to  find  any  consistent  grounds  on  which  to  main- 
tain, thiit  the  trallick,  according  to  our  views  of  that  law,  is 
crirainal. 

Against  the  subjects  of  countries,  which  have  issued  decla- 
rations liostile  to  the  trade,  the  courts  have  not  unfairly  ap- 
plied the  argunientuin  ad  homines.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  feel  (and  with  concern)  that  if  the  real  un- 
derstanding of  the  law,  both  in  this  country  and  others,  is  to 
be  collected  from  public  acts,  as  well  as  from  public  declara- 
tions, it  will  at  least  be  difficult  to  determine  with  certainty 
and  precision,  what  that  understanding  really  is  ;  some  parts 
of  their  systems  looking  one  way,  and  some  another." 

FRENCH  ORDINANCE. 
Department  de  la  Marine  et  dcs  Colonies. 

ORDONNANCE   DU  KOI. 

LOUIS,  par  la  grace  de  Dieu,  Roi  de  France  et  de  Na- 
Tarre  :  Voulant  pourvoir  au  cas  ou  il  scroit  contravenu  a  nos 
ordres  concernant  Tabolition  de  la  Traite  des  Noirs  : 

Sur  le  rapport  de  notre  Ministre  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  la 
JIarine  et  des  Colonies. 

Nous  avons  ordonne  et  ordonnons  ce  que  suit : 

Article  I. — Tout  Batimcnt  qui  lenleroit  d'introduire  daih& 
viic  de  nos  Colonies  des  Noirs  de  Traite,  soit  Fran<;ois  soit 
Etranger,  sera  contisqut',  et  le  Capitaine,  s'il  est  Fran9ois,  in- 
ierdit  de  tout  commandement. 

Sera  egaleraent  conlisque,  en  pareil  cas,  (oute  la  partie  de 
la  cargaison  (pii  ne  consisteroit  pas  en  Esclaves  ;  a  I'egard  des 
Noirs,  ils  seront  employes  dans  la  Colonie  aux  travaux  d'uti- 
lite  puldique. 

AnxicLK  II. — Les  contraventions  prevues  dans  Farticle 
precedent  seront  juget's  dans  la  mcme  forme  que  les  contra- 
venlions  aux  lois  et  rtglemens  concernant  le  commerce  etran- 
ger. 

Quant  aux  Produi's  des  confiscations  prononct'es  en  con- 

foimili- dii  mi-nic  article,  ils  seront  acquis  et  appliquts  de  la 

meme  manicre  qiie  sontles  produits  des  confiscations  pronon- 
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cees  en  natnro  do  contniv.nlions  aux  lois  sur  Ic  coaimcrct 
Stranger. 

Amirr.F.  HI. — Notre  ^tiiiistrc  S«'crrtairc  d'Ktatdcla  Ma- 
riiu^  el  des  Colouifs  est  chaiii*'  do  roxctution  do  la  picsontr; 
Ordoimaiice. 

Doniu'  a  Paris,  on  nolro  (  liaieau  dcs  Tuiliorics,  1e  0  Jour 
do  Janvier,  de  Tan  do  grace  1JJ17,  ct  do  noire  llogno  le  22d. 
(Si^L.)  LOLIS. 

Par  le  Koi, 

(Signt)        Li:  Vto  DE  LOUCIIAGE. 
Pour  Copie  conlornie, 

Le  iMinistrc  Secretaire  d'Klat  de  li 
Marine  et  des  Colonics. 
(Signt)         Li:  V  le  DE  BOUCiJAGE. 
Pour  ampliation, 

Le  Wini.-jtic  St'crotaire  d'Etat  de  l;r 
Marine  et  des  Colonies, 
rSigne)         Le  Vte  DE  BOUCPIAGE. 


No.  VIII. 

Th>e  tondition  of  certain  Jifricans  in  Georgia,  referred  to  in  a 
fur mer  Report  of  American  Colonization  Society. 

The  Board  of  Managers  have  lately  received  the  Second  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Putnam  Auxiliary  Society  of  Georgia,  from  which  the  foilow- 
aug  interesting  extract  is  subjoined. 

"  As  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to  those  who  cart-  for  tlie  moral 
Standing  of  (leorgia,  the  managers  of  the  Putnam  Society  would  call 
the  attention  of  their  feilow-citizcns,  and  inore  particularly,  the  attention 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  to 
the  acts  of  Congress,  and  of  this  State,  bearing  iijion  sfveral  hundred 
Africans  in  certain  predicaments,  and  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
in  relation  to  .-oini;  r)f  them.  The  managi-rs  of  the  Putnam  Society  are 
the  raorc  cuilioldcued  to  do  tliis,  inaismuch  as  they  recognise  in  his  Ex- 
cellency tlic  Governor,  not  only  the  p»  rsun  '  authorized  and  requested  ' 
by  our  Legislature,  in  thtir  act  of  the  I'Jih  Ucremlicr,  1817,  «  to  aid,'  ou 
certain  conditioiifi,  in  promoting  the  bcntvolcnt  views  of  the  [Coloniza- 
tion] Society,  in  such  manner  as  he  niay  deem  expvdiont ;'  hut  they  nhn 
recognise  in  him,  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Milledgeville  Auxi- 
liary Society,  ki-.  in  the  nKjmhtn.  of  the  pusont  Lejislaturf.   and  tho 
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probable  infinbeis  olthe  next,  many  of  ihe  gflntlemcn  who,  so  early  afteJ 
the  forinatioii  of  ilie  Parent  Society,  concurred  in  the  favourable  recog- 
nition of  its  existence  and  object,  and  requested  the  Governor,  condition- 
ally, to  '  aid'  in  promoting  their  '  benevolent  views'  as  aforesaid.'" 

"  This  topic  n\  .y  be   very  ably    introduced   by   the  following  extract 
from  the  Second  Annual   Report  of  the  Parent  Society  . — '  One  of  ihB 
(grounds  assumed  by  the  select  committee  [olthe  House  of  Representatives 
ofihe  United  States]  in  support  of  tlie  object  of  the  memorial  |  of  the  Col- 
onization Socielyl  is  derived  from  its  tendency  to  facilitate  the  execution  of 
the  laws  ofthe  United  Slates  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  Ihe  spirit  ofthe  laws  themselves,  ihe  lone:  established 
yolicj/  of  Ihe  snulhem  Stoles,  and  the  genius  of  the  Federal  Constitution- 
It  is  well  recollected,  that  as  soon  as  Congress  acquired  the  constitution- 
al power  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  which  was  on  the  1st  of 
January,    18(i8,    they  followed  the  example  ol' the  several  States,  in  im- 
posing heavy  penalties   upon  the  authors  of  this  inhuman  traffick.     The 
first  section  ofthe  act  ofthe  2(1    March,  18  7,  declares  that,   '  after  the 
above  period,  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  import  iilto  the  United  States,  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  colour,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  person   as  a 
slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labour.'     The  act  subjects  not  only  the 
American  vessel,  employed  in  violating  the  laws,  to  condemnation,  but 
'  every  person  engaged  in   building,   Acting  out,   equipping,    loading,  or 
Otherwise  preparing,  or  sending  out  such  vessel,  knowing,  or  intending  it 
to  be  so  employed,  to  the  forfeiture  oi  twenty  thousand  dollars.''     A  sub- 
sequent section  makes  it  '  a  high  misdemeanor  for  any  person  to  trans- 
port fnmi  any  foreign  country,  and  sell  any  person  of  colour,   within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.'     Upon  conviction  it  siijects  the  offender 
to  '  an  imprisonment  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  to 
line  not  less  than  one,  nor  more  than  ten   thousand  dollars.' — The  pur- 
chaser or  seller  of  any  such  person,  so  imported,   who  shall  knowingly 
purchase  or  sell  the  same,  is  subjected  to  a  forfeiture   of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  for  every  person  of  colour  "  so  purchased  or  sold."     To  this  sec- 
tion, the  following  extraordinary  proviso  is  annexed  :    "  that  the  afore- 
said forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  any  seller  or  purchaser   of  any  negro, 
)iiulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  who  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  in  virtue 
of  any  regulation  which  may  be  hereafter  made  by  any  oj  the  Legislatures 
nf  the  several  Stales,  in  that  rcsjiect,  oi  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  the 
(.'oiislitution  ofthe  United  Slates.^  ^^ 

"  The  authority  of  the  State  Legislatures,  to  which  the  proviso  refers, 
IS  conveyed  to  them  by  a  clause  ofthe  section  of  this  act  next  preceding 
the  last.  It  declares  that  '  neither  the  importer,  nor  any  person  or  per- 
%nn9,  claiming  ftoni  or  under  him,  ihaM  hold  any  right  or  title  wh^tfioever' 
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tc.  any  iegvo,  niulallo,  or  person  of  colour,  nor  to  the  service  or  labnm 
thereof,  ir/io  nuii/  be  imported  or  brougltl  within  tlie  United  States,  or 
teriitories  thereof  in  viol.ition  of  Inv,  but  tin:  same  .ikall  rrmaiii  subject 
to  uny  rri;uliit»iiJis  not  contravening  the  provisions  of  this  act,  wliicli  Ike 
Legtslalurcs  of  the  stieral  ijtales  or  Tirntorics,  at  any  time  herenfter, 
may  make,  for  dt.iposing  of  any  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour.^' 

A  recent  act  til  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  (lytii  Dec.  1U17,)  will  show 
what  cun^tructiui  has  been  given  to  this  authority. 

"  The  second  section  of  the  act  empowers  the  Governor  to  sell,  for  the 
benefit  of  tiic  Stat"',  any  nci;roes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  oi  colour,  brought 
into  it,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  .States;  and  sales  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  have  accordingly  been  made,"  &c. 

'*  The  managers  wouhl  be  unjust,  however,  as  well  a?  ungrateful,  if 
they  passed  unnoticed,  the  last  section  of  this  act,  which  provides,  '  that 
if,  pievious  to  any  sale  of  any  sucli  peisons  of  coIdut,  the  Society  for  Co- 
lonizing free  persons  of  colour  within  the  United  States,  will  undertake  to 
transport  them  fo  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  place  which  they  may  pro- 
cure as  a  colony  for  free  persons  of  colour,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the 
Society,  and  shall  likewise  i)ay  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  all  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  State,  since  they  have  been  captured  and  con- 
demned ;  he  is  authorized  and  requested  to  aid  in  promoting  the  benevo- 
lent views  of  the  Society  in  such  manner  as  he  may  decin  expedient." 

"  The  managers  [of  the  Parent  Society]  heard,  with  deep  regret,  of 
the  execution  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  in  the  course  of  the  past 
year,  (1818)  without  having  it  in  their  power  to  avail  themselves  of  thj 
lecognition  ol  ll>e  existence  and  object  of  the  American  Society,  in  the 
sequel  of  the  act,  and  afford  relief  to  the  unfortunate  beings  whom  vio- 
lence and  fraud  had  torn  Iroin  the  bosom  of  their  native  country,  and  a 
defect  in  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  has  consigned  to  hereditary  sla- 
very in  the  bosom  ol  this.  SuriNly,  when  the  authority  granted  to  the  se- 
veral Males  by  the  act  of  CoiigrHSS  which  liad  been  reciied,  is  thus  exer- 
cised, it  is  without  due  regard  to  the  limitations  which  accompany  tli* 
concession.  So  fai  from  such  an  act  of  power  being  '  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  Congres?,  it  i«  in  direct  contravention,  not  (uily  ol  its  positive, 
and  express  piovibions,  but  of  its  very  spirit  aii.l  title.'" 

Whclhci  this  oiiinion  of  the  l^arent  Society  is  correct  or  not,  the  uiana- 
gers  ol  the  Putnam  Society  will  not  determi'ie  :  But  its  introduciiou  is 
useful  to  show  the  view  which  has  been  taken,  by  men  ut  a  distance,  of  a 
part  of  our  State  policy.  "  It  is  an  act,'  continue  the  inuiidgcrs  oflhe  Pa- 
rent Society,  "  toprolnCit, '  not  to  "  admit,''''  the  "  importation  of  slaves.'' 
To  contend  that  the  consignment  of  iniiDtiut  and  injured  foici;;ners  tu 
perpetual  slavery,  is  '^  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,"  is  to  cast  a  reproach  upon  iliul  instrument  which  it  dees  no" 
laerit. 
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'•  bui  il  ilie  Lej^islatiirc  of  Georgia  (continue  the  managers  oHlic  Ps- 
lent  Society)  have  overstepped  the  authority  with  wliiclj  tlie  act  of  Con- 
gress invested  thcni,  in  a  case,  to  their  judgment,  it  is  presumed,  of  ap- 
parent necessity,  a  ntcenstli/  whick  tkey  suught  to  avoiW''  by  inviting  the 
interposition  of  the  Colonization  Society,  "  it  becomes  the  Governnient 
i)f  the  United  Slates,  which  created  the  evil,  to  provide  for  it  an  adequate 
remedy.'' 

In  pursuance  of  the  invitation  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  aforesaid, 
it  appeals,  from  the  posthumous  conununication  of  Governor  Rabun,  at 
the  annual  session  of  l8l9,  that  about  April  of  that  year,  the  agent  of  the 
Colonization  Society  arrived  in  Milledgeville,  clothed  with  competent  au- 
thority to  ask,  receive,  and  transport  them,  (certain  Africans  advertised  to 
be  sold  in  May,  of  that  year,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State,)  to  their  native 
countiy,  free  from  charge  or  expense.  "  The  proposition,''  says  Governor 
Rabun,  "  was  marked  with  so  much  liberality  and  benevolence,  that, 
without  much  hesitation,  I  agreed  to  deliver  them  over  to  the  order  of  that 
humane  Society,  so  soon  as  the  Court  of  the  United  States  shall  adjudge 
them  to  be  subject  to  the  contvol  of  the  constituted  auiliorities  of  this 
State." 

"  The  libel,  in  the  name  of  Miguel  de  Castvo,  against  nincty-fivc 
African  slaves,  illc2;ally  introtluced  into  this  State,  and  the  claim  set  up 
10  the  same,  by  William  Bowen,"  says  Governor  Clark,  in  his  message 
of  7th  November,  1820,  "  have  been  dismissed  in  the  district  court  where- 
in they  were  depending.  The  attorney  lor  the  State  in  this  case,  being 
of  the  opinion,  when  called  on  by  the  executive,  that  it  was  necessary  that 
those  oil  hand  should  be  condemned  subject  to  the  law  of  the  State,  by  an 
adjudication  in  the  district  court ;  he  was  therefore  requested  to  institute 
such  proceedings  as  were  necessary,  which  are  now  pending  in  that  court." 
From  verbal  information  of  gentlemen  entitled  to  credit,  it  appears  that 
tlie  proceedings  are  still  pending.  So  that  the  proceedings  in  the  several 
cases  instituted  in  relation  to  the  Alricans,  will  have  extended  from  a 
short  time  after  their  seizure  in  1818,  to  the  session  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  in  November  next.  Nor 
can  this  be  deemed  a  misfortune  ;  as  one  moie  opportunity  will  present  it- 
self, at  the  annual  session  next  fall,  for  the  humanity,  not  to  say  the  jus- 
tice, of  the  Legislature,  to  interpose,  for  the  temporal  salvation  of  a  num- 
ber of  unfortunate  fellow  beings,  who  have  been' led,  by  the  acts  of  the 
constituted  autliorities  of  this  State,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  Society, 
whose  interposition  has  been  invited  by  the  Legislature,  to  expect  and  long 
for  this  great  deliverance.  And  the  benevolent  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  well  as  every  citizen  of  Georgia,  caring  for  the  happiness  of  tlie 
Africans,  or  for  the  moral  charactw  of  the  State,  should  remember,  that, 
unlei-s  relief  is  extended,  tlit-y  will  be  subject  under  the  act  of  lul7,  and 
the  rctolutions  of  1819-20,  to  be  consijjiied  to  a  hopyiess  slate  of  slavery 
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'*Thc  couditioii  in  wliirh  the  iiitci|iiii>itinn  of  the  managers  lias  placeil 
thf  tliiity-four  AlVicniis  who  weio  ailvi'i  tisetl  lor  salu  in  Cit'Drs^ia,  [in 
luIO,]  will  rciiuirc  the  society,  on  thu  termination  ol'  tin-  suit  instituted 
for  liu'ir  recovery,  by  certain  Spanish  claimant!*,''  says  the  annual  lie- 
port  of  18'J0,  "  to  inileninify  the  State  lor  the  tixpenses  hitherto  incuircd 
in  their  maintenanrr,  and  to  provide  for  their  removal  to  Africa." 

"It  appears,  then,  to  have  been  the  intention  of  tlie  Parent  Society,  in 
January,  1820,  to  carry  into  cflect  the  arraiif^cnicnt  ihoy  made  in  lf(19, 
for  the  restoration  of  the  iliirty-four  Africans.  It  is,  no  doubt,  still  thciv 
intention  to  do  so,  if  able.  But  the  annual  Report  uf  the  present  year 
says  nothing  on  the  sulject :  and  it  is  to  be  feared  thai  the  pressu'C  of 
the  times,  and  the  misfortunes  of  the  Society  on  the  coast  of  Aliicu,  may 
jirevent  them  from  be'iui^  ttblc  to  do  i-o. 

"In  addition  to  those  native  Afiic.ins  already  claimed  by  the  mana- 
gers," (of  the  Parent  Society,)  says  their  annual  Report  for  13:20,  "  iheio 
are  others  in  Georgia,  amounting  in  number  to  several  hundreds,  who 
have  been  brought  into  that  State,  under  like  circumstances  Of  tliese, 
about  sixty  have  been  actually  sold,  and  irrecoverably  lost.  The  resi- 
due, to  whom  the  pretended  agents  of  certain  Spanish  houses  huvt;  Kiid 
claim,  have  been  delivered  to  citizens  of  Georgia,  on  stipulations  re- 
quiring that  the  holders  should  deliver  them  to  the  court  before  '.siiom 
those  claims  are  now  depending." 

"As,  from  the  posthumous  message  of  the  late  governor  of  Georgia,  to 
the  legislature  of  that  State,"  continue  the  managers  of  the  Parent  Soci- 
ety "there  remains  but  little  doubt,  that  in  all  these  cases,  decrees  will 
be  pronounced  against  tlie  claimants,  provision  should  l)e  made,  in  con- 
formity with  tlie  laws  of  Geor'^ia  and  of  the  United  Slates,  for  their  pro- 
tection after  their  enlarc^ement,  and  their  restoration  to  their  native  coun- 
iry.  Some  of  them,  it  is  feared,  have  Oern  put  out  under  seeuritiLS  in- 
lOmpelent  lo  insure  ttuir future  deliver}/  to  the  court,  'i'he  rest  will  here- 
after be  consigned  to  hereditary  slavery,  unless  the  justice  of  Congress 
thall  interpose  for  their  relief,  or  the  funds  of  the  Anu'iican  Society  shall 
lie  so  enlarged,  as  to  enable  the  mananers  to  claim  theni,  under  the  jjio- 
visions  of  the  Georgia  laws.'' 

"  There  is  strong  ground  to  believe,  though  the  managers  of  the  Put- 
nam Society  are  not  absolutely  certain,  that  the  sixty  Africans  sold  by 
the  State  in  115K5,  are  a  part  of  the  ninety  five,  to  whom  Miguel  do  Cas- 
tro and  William  IJowen  set  up  claims,  which  have  been  disuiistcd  ;  and 
against  whom  proceedings  have  been  instituted,  ou  behall  of  thu  Staso. 
Should  they  be  conflemiicd  subject  to  the  laws  of  Georgia,  tliey  cannot, 
like  the  thirty-four  who  arc  unsold,  he  turned  over  lo  the  Coloiiizatiuii 
Society,  but  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  may.  And  as  the  legislature  have 
tndeavoured  to  prevent  ilie  pollution  of  tho  State  treasury  by  the  nric* 
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tii  Union,  oiigni  not  ilie  proceetls  of  the  sales,  after  deducting  all  the  ex- 
peiists  incurred  on  account  of  African^,  to  bf  »o  turned  over?  This  would 
comport  w  ith  the  views  of  the  legislature  of  lljl7  ;  which  wore,  not  to 
derive  a  revi-nue  honi  an  illicit  and  most  ciuel  trade  :  but  only  to  reim- 
burse the  expenses  actually  incurred  by  the  State,  and  to  throw  the  un- 
fortunate persons  in  question,  intn  the  arms  of  a  benevolent  Society,  for 
restoration  to  their  country.  'Tis  true,  the  sixty  wiio  have  been  actually 
sold,  could  not  perhaps  be  so  restored  ;  but  the  proceeds  of  their  sale, 
after  deducting  every  cent  of  expense  incurn;'!  on  their  account,  and  on 
account  of  allolhei  Africans  introduced  in  violation  of  the  United  States' 
laws,  could  be  made  the  means  of  saving  from  the  same  dreadful  fate,  a 
considerable  number  of  their  unfortunate  coui\trymen  ;  several  hundred 
of  whom  are  subject  to  be  sold  under  the  laws  of  Georgia,  for  the  biiufit 
of  the  State,  if  adjudged  subject  to  the  State  laws,  if  the  justice  of  the 
general  government  should  not  su))ply  the  necessary  funds  for  tlieir  re- 
lief, oi  if  the  funds  of  tiie  Colonization  Society  should  not  unexpectedly 
be  so  enlarged,  at  an  early  daj',  as  to  enable  ihcm  to  relieve  the  Africans 
under  the  laws  of  Georgia. 

"  The  managers  of  the  Putnam  Society  are  aware  that  there  is  an  in- 
sensibility to  the  disgrace  which  would  attach  to  the  character  of  the 
State,  by  the  sale  of  the  Afiicans,  founded  on  the  well  known  principle, 
that  contraband  goods  are  proper  subjects  of  confiscation  and  sale,  foi  the 
public  benefit.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  our  laws  recog- 
nise people  of  colour  not  only  as  t/tings — not  only  as  articles  of  property, 
but  as  'persons,'  as  human  beings,  as  men  ami  won  en  I  In  their  former 
character,  impressed  by  the  hand  of  man,  the  Ahicans  in  question  might 
very  properly  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  ;  in  their  latter  charac- 
ter, impiessed  by  the  hand  of  nature — insctibed  by  the  finger  of  Heaven 
itself,  they  should  be  restored  to  their  country.  Nor  can  we  justify  the 
detention  and  sale  of  the  Africans,  on  the  same  ground  that  we  justify  the 
detention  and  transfer  of  the  mass  of  our  slave  population.  In  the  case 
of  our  slaves,  the  separate  clainis  ol  their  numerous  owners,  the  great 
nu'hbu-r  of  slaves,  the  vast  amount  invested  in  this  specie.s  of  property, 
the  mischievous  consequence.'-  that  would  reguli  froni  an}-  tiling  like  a  sud- 
den cli-  ngf  in  the  existing  stale  of  things,  and  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  m:  nt'iiuingduc  order  and  subor.lination  among  oui  slaves,  will  on  iat 
to  justily  our  conduct. 

"Ill  the  case  of  the  Africans  none  of  these  reasons  operate.  There  are 
no  valid  inuividual  claims  to  them;  tlu'ir  nuM>ber  is  small ;  the  amount 
expended  by  the  Siiite  on  account  of  them,  is  more  than  repaid;  no  mis- 
chievous conseiiuences  would  result  from  theii  immeuiate  mnoval  ;  their 
detention  and  sale  are  not  necessaiy  to  the  maintenance  of  order  amon<' 
them  01  our  slaves. 
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"On  leaving  this  topic,  tlie  inanai];erB  desire  that  tlicy  may  he  undei. 
stood.  They  have  not  asked  a  single  cent  from  the  State  treasury.  They 
only  ask  that  the  State  shall  not  be  again  paid,  from  the  scanty  I'linfls  of 
a  private  society,  those  expeiuiitu'es,  wiiirh  will  have  been  amply  reim- 
bursed b}-  the  proceeds  of  tlie  sales  which  have  already  taken  place. 
They  do  not  ask  the  State  to  relinquish  ils  claim  to  a  revenue  arising 
from  a  lejitiinate  or  proper  sourc^ :  they  only  ask  her  to  decline  a  reve- 
nue which  she  herself  has  shown  a  disposition  to  reject  as  improper. 
They  only  ask  her,  after  fully  reimbursing  herself,  to  give  the  surplus,  if 
any  there  be,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  sixty  Africans,  such  a  direction 
as  will  comport  with  the  moral  and  political  views  recognised  by  the  le- 
gislature and  people  of  Georgia,  wiiich  prompted  the  enactment  of  the 
provision  attached  to  the  act  of  1817,  and  the  consequent  irivitation  to 
the  Colonization  Society — such  a  direction,  as,  although  the  fate  of  the 
sixty  is  perhaps  sealed,  will  yet  come  nearest  to  the  benevolent  purpose 
of  the  legislature,  by  applying  the  surplus  proceeds  of  their  sale,  to  the 
restoration  of  their  brethren  who  are  yet  within  the  reach  of  relief.  The 
peculiar  propriety  of  appropriating  for  such  a  purpose,  a  fund  arising 
from  such  a  source,  is  so  manifest,  that  the  managers  hopo  it  will  force 
its  way  into  the  mind  of  every  one. 

"  But  if  the  Board  may  not  be  permitted  to  hope  that  the  surplus  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sixty,  after  amply  reimbursina  the  State,  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  Parent  Society,  the  Putnam  Society,  or  some  other  Society  in  our 
own  State;  or  to  some  authority,  (state  or  federal,)  for  the  general  pur- 
pose of  relieving  the  several  hundred  Africans,  who  are  not  yet  placed 
beyond  the  hope  of  restoration;  the  managers  must  yet  be  permitted  to 
hope,  that  on  condemnation,  the  thirty-four  in  and  about  Milledgeville, 
who  have  been  led,  by  the  parent  Society,  on  the  invitation  of  this  State, 
to  expect  deliverance,  will  be  turned  over,  free  of  cost,  to  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society — remembering,  what  has  so  often  been  repeated,  that  tlm 
proceeds  of  the  sij£ty  who  have  been  sold,  will  far  overgo  the  expenses 
incurred  on  their  own  account,  and  on  account  of  the  thirty-four,  who 
are  believed  all  to  have  belonged  in  fact  tollie  same  parcel  of  ninety-five. 
So  deeply  interested  are  tlie  inanugcrs  for  tiie  deliverance  of  the  several 
hundred  Afiicans,  introduced  in  viiilatioii  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  contravention  of  the  policy  nf  Georgia  ;  and  more  esjjecially,  of 
the  thirty-four,  who  were  so  ovcrjnvod  at  the  prospect  of  deliverance  helil 
out  to  them,  that  it  isdifTiciilt  to  Vave  this  subject.  The  luanagers  must, 
however,  respectfully  and  earnestly  implinc  the  attention  of  the  p"i>pl<j, 
the  legislature,  and  the  executive  of  Clumgia,  to  the  case  of  tfie  injured 
foreigners,  and  trutt  the  result  to  tl'vir  Jutclligcnce,  their  palriotiiui,  and 
their  humanity. 
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This  strong  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  was  not  disregarded.  The  managei-s  are  informed 
that  a  Kesolution  unanimously  passed  the  last  House  of  Re- 
pi'esentatives  of  that  Stale,  appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  mentioned  in  the  able  Report  of  the  i'uti.am  Society,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  restoring  to  their  long  lost  homes,  such 
natives  of  Africa,  as  have  been  or  may  be  brought  into  Geor- 
gia, in  \ioliition  of  her  laws  and  those  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  supj-ression  of  the  Slave-Trade. 

This  Resolution,  the  managers  have  learnt  with  regret, 
reached  the  Senate  of  Georgia  too  late  to  be  acted  upon,  at 
their  last  session. 


POSTCRIPT. 

From  the  Coast  of  Africa, 

By  the  schooner  Dolphin,  arrived  at  Charleston,  files  oi' 
the  Sierra  Leone  Gazette,  to  the  24th  of  February,  have 
been  received.  We  are  sorry  to  tind  that  they  coulirm  the 
verbal  reports  brought  by  the  same  vessel,  that  the  Shive- 
Trade  is  still  carried  on  to  a  shameful  extent,  on  the  wind- 
ward coa-t  of  Africa. 

We  learn  by  C'Hptain  Peai-^^on,  who  came  home  in  the 
Dolpliiti,  that  tin*  American  Colonists  were  comfortably  set- 
tled at  Cape  .Mesiir;ido,  and  were  highly  pleased  witli  their 
prospects.  They  found  the  climate  healthy,  and  the  soil  fer- 
tile, and  their  wish  was  that  their  brethren  generally  in  the 
United  Stiiles  would  embrace  the  lirst  opportunity  to  come 

and  settle  with  them. 

L  JVadonal  Intelligencer. 


Ill 


LIST  OF  sociF/ni:s 

Al'Ml.lAUV    TO    TUF.   AMERICAN    COLONIZATION'    SOCIETI. 

jOwini;  to  ilic  failure  of  many  Auxiliary  Societies  seasonably  to  forward 
tlieii  annual  reports  to  the  Parent  Society,  the  following  List  is  neces- 
sarily incomplete.  [],, '  It  is  earnestly  desired  that  all  the  Auxiliaries 
would  p  t  it  in  the  power  of  the  Managers  to  incorporate  a  correct 
statenu-nt  of  tlicir  annual  proceedin{;s  in  the  Appendix  of  their  Report.] 
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Isaac  M'Kim.. 
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Isaac  M'Kim V250 

Thomas  Lllicot luo 

Alcx.iiiacr  M 'Donald I(/0 

Jonn  Ai .  D'Ariy    / 
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Pttci  Hoffman luu 
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ANNAPOrJS  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 
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J  ice-Pnsidevts. 

1st,  Win.  Kiliy I  llih,  Wm.  D.  Digi^ess 
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John  Brewer,  Recorder. 

Life  Mtmbers. 
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Benjamin  Harwood 20  |  Samuel  Claggett 20 

Henry  II.  Chapman 20      R.B.Taney.. 20 


Dr.  John  Ridgeley 20  I  Virgil  Maxey 20 

NEW-YORK  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 
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Vice  Preiidenls. 

.lohn  R.  B.  Rodgc.s.  Rl.  D |  Rev.  Ale.K.  M'Lcod,  D.  D. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

A  complete  List  of  Officers  for  the  present  year  has  not  been  received. 
Some  of  its  piinc'])al  contributors,  are — 
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Richard  Dale 30  |  Godfrey  Hager 20 

Rev.  Wm.  A.  Muhlenburg M  .  Frederick  Beasley 20 
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Hiiiaci'  liionc'V 
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SUBSCRIBERS  IN  TORTLAND,  MAINE. 

.liuii/u!  for  Fiit  Yatrs. 


Richard  Cobb 

Levi  Culler 
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Liiiiior  Uana < 

^•aimicl  Freeman 

Rev.  Ed.  Pavsoii 
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Donations. 


Thomas  Erown 
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...Reuben  iMitchull. 
...Charles  Blanchaid 
.  ..Lzckit'l  Hoole. 
...Nchemiuh  Cram. 


.A  friend. 
.Cdih. 
.A  I  lien  J. 


AIXILIARV  SOCIETY  OF  JVEW-IIAVE.V,  CONNECTICUT, 

lion.  Simeon  Baldwin,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  U.  D.. 
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Asahel  Tuttle 

Joel  Walter 
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•  Ilczekiah  Ilotchkiss. 
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.  Jlcv.  Henrv  Line?. 
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AUXILIARY  .SOCIETY  OF    NEWBL'RY-PORT,  MASS. 
(  List  of  Officers  not  received.) 

..Annual  Subscribers  for  Fire  Years. 

Thomas  M.Clark g  10  00 

Edward  Rand a  W- 

>1.  ody  Pearson 2  00 

John  S.  Peaison i  on 

Uciiiy  Southwick .j   ^'O 

Abner  Caldwell 2  «»' 

Alexander  Caldwell 2  b< 

Joseph  S.  Pike 2  (•<• 

John  Bnardinan 'J  tU 

S.  '^\     Tliom|isoii 2  00 

Wos.-  H.nvMi j  00 


William  B.  Banister g5  00 

I'hillip  Coombs 3  00 

ivirharrl    liartlet i   OU 

A.  Knap 1   oU 

Samuel  Tenney I   00 

Joseph    Hale I    00 

F<lw.»rd  Itnss I    00 

Creerdeul    Llark 1    00 

lohn  Dej.n 2  00 

Williai.i  H.iilleM 5  00 


M  XII.IARY  .SOCIF/PY  OF   PHOVIDLNCF,  R.  ISLAND 

Nathaniel   Ht;!'l'-.    /''■"idrji' 
1  •. 
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rice-Prcsideiits. 
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JNelieiuiaii  K.  Kniglii | 
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Samuel  VV.  Bridghani I   Stanl'ord  Newell. 

John  Carlisle |  

John  Rowland,  Treasurer |  ..C.  F.  Tillingliuit,  5ecre/ar^. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  AlONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  MD. 
(  Tlie  Returns  of  this  Society  have  not  been  transmitted.) 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  VERMONT. 

(  The   last   Report  of  this  promising   and  \igorous  Auxiliary,  has  no: 
been  received.) 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,  VA. 
John  Stubbleficld,  President. 
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William  M'Guire.... 
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.Edward  Wager. 
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Life  Subscribers. 
William  M'Guire $20  OO  |  Roger  Humphreys $20  00 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 

Nathaniel  Burwell,  President. 
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Rev.  Alexander  Balmain 

Rev.  William  Hill 

Rev.  William  Meade 
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List  of  Donations  payable  in  Five  Jlnnual  Instalments. 


Nathaniel  Burwell., i'jOO  00 

Phillip  Burwell 50o  00 

Rev.  vvilliam     leade 5.tO  00 


John  Kerfoot §100  0» 

Jafiies  Sowers 100  00 

William  Mitchell 100  00 


Richard   K.    .leade 500  00  ,  Robmt  Berkeley 100  00 

David  Meade 500  00     James  Davis 100  OP 
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Jolin  Milion 500  00 

Willi  .m  (;;irnf!;y 500  00 

HiMi.  Hiiiiii  Holmes 20  00 
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James  Ship 2Uo  00 

Susan  Mea.le 100  00 
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FieldinR  Sowers 50  00 

P.  JN'elson Donation..  10     00 
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xMrs.  Blackburn 100  00 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON    COUNTY,  VA. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SHEPHERDSTOWN,   VA. 

James  S.  Lane,  Prtsuttut. 
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James  Glenn, 

James   BrO'.Mu 


T.  V.  Swearingcn,  esq 

Rpv.  B.  Allen 

Atiraham  Shepherd... 


John  Cookus,  Treasurer }  ..Rev.  C.  P.  Kranth,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF    ROCKINGHAM    COUIN'TY,  VA. 
Hon.  Daniel  Smith,    President. 


ficc-Prestdenls. 


Dr.  Peachy  Harrison... 
Major  John  Kenny 


Rev.  Daniel  Baker. 

......Col.  Sam.  H.  Lewis. 


Manusers. 


Dr.  Joseph  Cravins... 
Maj    Robert  Gratian. 

Capt.  Sam.  Lynn 

Riciiard  P.  Fletcher... 

lohn  S.  Herring 

Jobtph  Fawcett 


.....Stephen  Harnsbargher. 
.....George  \V.  Harrison. 

James  Hall. 

.....Benjamin    Lewis. 
...   .Alexander  Herring. 
.....Samuel  xVliilcr. 


David  Steele,  Treasurer 1  Dr.  Peachy  Harrison)  ,,  . 

James  !\I.  Bush S 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PENN. 

Jacob  Barnitz,    President. 

y  ice- Presidents. 

George  Barnitz |  Jacob  Eichelbcrger. 

^lo,ui<j:crs. 

Charles  A.  Barnitz Dr.  William  .M'llvaine. 

Andrew  Cremer..... |  Rev.  Charles  A.  Morris, 

John  Schmidt,   Treasurer |  ....John  CJardiner,   Secrelary. 


SUBSCRIBERS  IN    HARTFORD,  CONN. 


John  T.  Peters. .j,  2u  00 

J.  M.  Wainwfight 1  00 

H.  Huntinzdiin.  i'or  .'J  years..  3  UO 

Michael  Ball... 1   00 

S.  Spencer,  i  years 2  00 

H.  Ha-lson,   5  years 5  00 

Seth  Terry,  3  years 3  00 

William  L.  Stone 1   I'O 

Simeon  Linrnln 1    00 


A.  Smith,  3  years 3  OO  |  John  M.  Cunuett. 


Silas  Andrus $  I  00 

Henry  Grew,  ."5  yeais 3  00 

Mason  F.  Coggswell ,.  00 

J.  G.  .Voiton 1  00 

J.  W.  Edwards,  2years 2  00 

John  Sargent,  5  years 5  OO 

Asa  Willey 1  00 

A.  Champion 5  00 

H.  L.Kllswoith,  5  years ;5  00 

I  0* 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  IN  NEW-LONDON,  VA. 

Rev.  John  Eaily,  President. 

f'ut-Prcsidtnts. 

James  Sieplien,  sen |  Col.  John  Wall. 

Munai^ers. 

JELcv.  Abne^r  Early ..  I  Wijiiaiii  Ervine. 

Dr.  Uilliaui  Stijitoc j  Win    Langhorne. 

Di    VN'illiain  Austin i Nicholas  Cobbs. 

Cliri»topher  Clarke j 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE'S  COUNTY,  MD. 
John  Johnson,   President. 

Vice-  P  residents. 
James  R.  Montgomery |  Dr.  Joseph  Kent. 

Mitnai^ers. 


Dr.  William  Beanes 

William  H.  Lyles , 

Thomas  P.  Somerville  ..■ 

Robert  W.Bowie.. 

Francis   Magruder 

Samuel  Sprigg 

T.  Tyler,  Treasurer. 


.Francis  M.  Hall, 
.John  Horl-es,  (of  Ths.) 
.William  Uebb. 
.Cieorge  Calvert, 
.liichard  W.  West. 
.Charles  Hill. 


....Edward  Harwood,  Stcrelary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  NORFOLK,  VA. 

(No  Report  has  yet  been   received    from   the   Society.) 


AUXILIARY    SOCIETY    OF    GREENSBOROUGH,  N.  C. 
George  Swain,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

David  Worth 1 Jonathan  Hadley. 

Jacob  Hubbard | Abel  Coflin. 

Managers. 

Joseph  Swain j  Henry  Ballinncr. 

Obed   Anihoiiy {   Sylvainis  Swain. 

Reuben  Swam i   ilt-rnielius  A.endenhall. 

Job  Worth I   

James  Johnson,  Trtuiurcr |  John  M.  Dick,  Stcrttari/. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF   CHAPEL-Hlri.,  N.  C. 
Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell,  iJ.  J).   I'rendeiU. 
Vice-Prtsidfitls. 

Major  P.  Henderson Wm.  .M'Cauley Robert  R.  King. 

Tliotnas  H.  Taylor,  Treasurer |  William  llyoker,  Serrttary. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  V  . 

John  Wenslow,  President. 

Duncan  M'Levan,  f'tre  President. 

Managers. 

K<-v.  Colin  !M'I\)  r Cliailes  Chambers. 

Abraham  Stevens Samuel  1*.  Asche. 

Gurdon  Robins K.  P.   lillingham,  jr. 

Jesse  B.  Shcphard Eli^iia  Steduiau. 

James  Canieron, 

Rev.  G.  T.  Bedell, 

Rev.  W.  D.  Snodsrass 


Trcasurrr. 
Secretaries. 


J 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RALEIGH,  N.  C. 

John^Branch,  Esq.  Pr'nideat. 

Col.  William  Polk 1 Hon.  Leonard  Hfiiderson. 

Hon.  John  L.  Taylor I  .Archibald  Henderson,  Esh. 

Managers. 

John  Haywood,  Esq I  Dr.  Jereiniali  Battle. 

Hon.  Henry  Potter |  ilev.  John  Evans. 

Gen.  Calvin  Jones 

Col.  B.  Daniel 

Rev.  Win.  iM'Fheeters 

Dr.  A.  S.  li   Burges 


T.  P.  Devereux,  Esq. 

William  Hill,  Esq. 

Josepii  Ross,  Esfj. 

Meses  iViordccai    Es«. 

Daniel  Dupre,  Treasurer Joseph  Gales,  Secretary. 


SUBSCRIBERS  IN  CHARLESTON,  B.C. 


Christ.  Gadsden •fjO 

Wm.  Smith ' .'>0 

Mr.  Poinsett,  (don.) r)0 

Mr.  Gibbs 30 

Rev.  Mr  Payson 30 

Mrs.  Dehon 14 


John  Anson oO 

C.  H.  Gadsden 50 

Isaac  Ball 50 

William  Clarkson oO 

C.  C.  Pinckney .'><) 

Mrs.  Russell M 


Robert  Smith "jO  (  Mrs.  Gregoire 20 

Mr  Pointseti 50  1  Mrs.  Faber lO 

Major  Vanderhecst 50  | 


SUBSCRIBERS  IN  SAVANNAH,  Geo. 
(Annually,  for  three  years.) 


James  M.  Wayne ^20 

John  Anderson jO 

I.e.  Dunning,  5  ycats 'JO 

Joseph  Cuinmini; 20 

Oliver  Sluriress 20 

John  P.  Williamson 'io 

William  Taylor 20 

David  Leion 20 

r»ob<Tt  H  ihersham 20 

ArciiiDdld  Smith 20 

EJw  ard  F.  Tatnel 20 


Tiioodore  Bartow ...^20 

Hazen  Kimball,  I  yiar 20 

Jonathan  Meigs,     do 20 

Richard  H-ibersham,  do 20 

I.E.  Read 20 

A.  (i.Senins 20 

F.  11.  (;ray 20 

Antliony  Berkley 20 

I    Waldbur>   20 

Henry  KoUock 2© 
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ArXlMARY  SOCIETY  OF  AUGUSTA,  Geo. 


,T.  Walker,         Sycais, $2:. 

J.  H.  Moiitm'iiKiy,  do lO 

R.  H.Wihk,  do 10 

EH^vard  F.  Canilioll,  do 25 


M.  C.  I.cvcnsworth,  1  year 4:10 

Mcliolas  \\  art, 
L.  C.  ("aiueloii, 
.lolin  Ca  niplit'll, 


Kichnvd  Tiibiuiin,  do.. 
Charli-<  l.alni/ard,  do.. 
\\  III.  Cuinniin^,  do.., 

Ralph  Tiiomas,  1  do.., 
Augiislin  Slaughter,  5  do. 
Anderson  Watkins,      do. 


tl  I  Hiinh  Wesbil. 
10     Juliii  Moore, 
23     .lulin  Canniciiael, 
lU  I  .saiiuicl  Hale, 
'Jo      JaiiiCP  lia/.ir, 


year, 
do.... 

....  la 

do.... 

....    10 

do.... 

....    10 

do.... 

....    10 

do.. .. 

....    10 

do.... 

....    10 

do.  .. 

....   25 

do.... 

....   10 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MILLEDCEVILLE,  Geo. 

(Annually  lor  5  years.) 

Subscribers. 


\Vm.  nabnn.  dona .ifSO 

Geori;e  R.  i^layloii  lO 

Joel  Cr-iwlord 10 

Daniel  Surges lO 

.lohn  Lucas lO 

James  Glen 10 

John  i>.  Hiiies 10 

William  H.  Crenshan lo 

Walter  Jones lO 


Thompson  Bird «iO 

Arthur  liinn 10 

.Solomon  Hetton lO 

Myles  Gripii lO 

William  Turner 10 

Hiius  Holt    20 

Heniy  Darnell 10 

Richard  Morgan 10 

John  Clark , It) 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PUTNAM  CO.  Geo. 
Hon.  C.  B    Strong   President. 
J.  A.  Cutlibert,   Fice  President. 
Managers. 

Dr.  T.  Iloxey. 

Irby  Iluden. 

Rev.  I).  L.  White. 

Rev.  E.  MruelcT. 

John  Hudson,  Treasurer, Wm.  Turra,  Stcrelari/. 


W.  Abercrombie 

Wm.  Flournay,  sen.. 

Eli  S.  Shorter 

Dr.  Wilson  v\  illiams 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  TEXNESSEE. 

No  Returns  Lavi;  yel  been  mad«  by  thi»  Sotiit' 


BAVI8  k  FWRVB,  fR.mT. 


ERRATA. 

Tlie  names  of  two  memlicrs  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  pageS,  havm^ 
been  omitted,   tlie  whole  corrected,  are  here  reprinted. 

J\'Ianagers. 

Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Rev.  ObaHiah  B.  Brown,  Jacob  Hoffman,  Esq. 
Walter  Jones,  Esq.  Rev.  D:-.  W.  H.  Wilmer,   W'ni.  Thornton,   Esq, 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie,  Rev.  William  Haw  Ify,  Ths.  Doughcity,  Esq. 
Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Balch,         Rev.  Henry  Foxall,  Col.  Henry  Ashton. 

Eli^s  B.  CfiHwell,  l^sq.  Secretary/. 

Jolu)  Underwood,  Esq    Rcrvrdiiig  Secretary, 

Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
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